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Lion Rock Tunnel repairs
will take two weeks

The Kowloon-bound carri
Lion Rock Tunnel will be Spowayof
recpened in two weeks. The dual-

€ carriageway was closed aftera
fire on Thursday damaged 60 metres

of the underground drain
beneath the anmo) age tube
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Tunnel traffic purrs
along on reopening

Kenneth Foo

Temporary traffic arrangements at fire-hit Lioa
Rock Tunnel went smoothly on their first day
with three of four lanes open to vehicles.

The offside lanes were reopened four days
after a fire badly damaged a section of the tunnel.

It was feared a reduced speed limit would re-
sult in long queues but the Transport Department
said it went well for the most part of yesterday.

A tidal-flow arrangement was imposed from
6am to llam, with the opening of two lanes
Kowloon-bound and one Sha Tin-bound.

This arrangement was reversed from | lam
to midnight with the opening of two lanes Sha
Tin-bound and one Kowloon-bound.

The speed limit at the tunnel was reduced
from 70 kilometers per hour to 50kph.

Traffic officials were on site to advise
motorists.

“Traffic in both directions was smooth in the
reopened tunnel throughout the day, but was
quite busy in the mornmg rush hour, resulting
in a 600-meter queue in the Sha Tin-bound
lane,” chief transport officer Michael Ng Shi-
hung said.

Several Sha Tin residents opted to take the
MTR while some motorists chose to bypass the
tunnel and took alternative routes, resulting in
congestion along these roads.

As aresult, there was a two-kilometer queue
to Tate’s Cairn Tunnel in the morning, Ng said.
The evening traffic ran more smoothly.

nw feared areduced speed limit would result
inlong queues atthe blaze-hittunnel. siNGTA0

MTR Corp will continue to run additional
services, maintaining waiting times of about two
minutes on the Kwun Tong line and about three
minutes on the East Rail.

The blaze broke out at about 3.30am on’

Thursday in a drainage tube below the car-
riageway and raged across a 60-meter-long sec-
tion, exposing steel reinforcements.

The fire is believed to have started during
maintenance work by Water Supplies Depart-
ment staff on old water pipes.

There were no injuries.

A department spokeswoman said the
damaged lane will remain closed until repairs
are completed by March 22.

She could not say exactly when the lane will ————————— ..

be fully operational.
staff.reporter@singtacnewscorp.com
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