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Staff in attendance:
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Mr Timothy TSO Assistant Legal Adviser 2

Ms Anita SIT Chief Council Secretary (1)5
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The Chairman said that the record of the Subcommittee's proceedings
at this meeting would be produced in the form of verbatim transcript.

Members agreed.

EC(2012-13)5 Proposed establishment changes arising from the
re-organisation of the Government Secretariat with
effect from the date of transfer specified in the
resolution proposed to be passed under section 54A
of the Interpretation and General Clauses Ordinance
(Cap. 1) the notice of motion for which was given on

7 May 2012

2. The Subcommittee continued the discussion on EC(2012-13)5
relating to the proposed establishment changes arising from the
re-organization of the Government Secretariat.

3. Members noted that upon members' request at the last meeting held
on 6 June 2012, the Administration had provided supplementary information,
as follows:

(@)  the staffing required for providing support to the politically
appointed officials under the proposed structure of the
Government Secretariat; and

(b) the official residences for the former Governors, Chief
Executive and the three Secretaries of Department.

(Post-meeting note: The Administration's papers were circulated to
members vide LC Paper No. ESC46/11-12 and ESC48/11-12 on 8
and 12 June 2012 respectively.)



Action

-4

4, The Chairman said that members who wished to ask questions were
required to raise their hands, and each member would be allowed five minutes
to speak at a time, which would include the Administration's response.

5. The Chairman ordered a 10-minute break at 10:35 am.

6. After the break, the Subcommittee discussed subsequent meeting
arrangements to deal with EC(2012-13)5 and other unfinished items on the
agenda. At the invitation of the Chairman, the Clerk advised that two
timeslots in the afternoon of the same day (i.e. from 2:30 pm to 4:30 pm and
from 4:30 pm to 6:30 pm) had been reserved for holding additional meetings if
there was any unfinished business on the agenda. In response to some
members' enquiries about issuance of notice of meeting, the Clerk referred to
paragraphs 9 and 10 of the Establishment Subcommittee Procedure (“the ESC
Procedure™) which provided that the Chairman might decide to convene
special meetings to consider urgent items, and that the Clerk should give
members written notice of every meeting at least five clear days before the day
of the meeting but shorter notice might be given in any case where the
Chairman so directed.

7. Members expressed different views on whether an additional meeting
should be held in the afternoon of the same day to continue the discussion on
EC(2012-13)5. The Chairman invited the Administration to give views on
the matter. Deputy Secretary for Financial Services and the Treasury
(Treasury)1 re-iterated that the Administration hoped that the Subcommittee
would convene more meetings to complete discussion on EC(2012-13)5 for
submission to the Finance Committee on 15 June 2012.

8. The Chairman invited members to indicate their preference by raising
hands. Of the members present, 5 members supported and 2 members
disagreed holding an additional meeting from 2:30 pm to 4:30 pm of the same
day. As for the slot from 4:30 pm to 6:30 pm of the same day, of the
members present, 4 members supported and 2 members disagreed.  Noting
that the Chairman and three members would form a quorum for a meeting of
the Subcommittee, the Chairman said that an additional meeting would be held
from 2:30 pm to 6:30 pm in the afternoon. She instructed the Clerk to issue
the notice for the meeting accordingly.

(Post-meeting note: Members of the Subcommittee were invited to
indicate their availability for the proposed meeting to be held from
2:30 pm to 6:30 pm on 11 June 2012 vide LC Paper No.
ESC47/11-12.)

Q. Before closing the meeting, the Chairman referred members to
paragraph 39 of the ESC Procedure which provided that "Before putting an
item to vote, the Chairman should ask members if they have any further
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questions.” In this light, the Chairman said that she shall put EC(2012-13)5
to vote only when members of the Subcommittee present at the meeting,
instead of Members attending the meeting, had no further question on the
item.

10. At 12:51 pm, the Chairman ordered that the meeting be adjourned,
and said that the discussion on EC(2012-13)5 and other unfinished items on
the agenda would be resumed in the afternoon of the same day at 2:30 pm.

(Verbatim transcript of the proceedings of this meeting is at the
Appendix.)

Council Business Division 1
Leqgislative Council Secretariat
20 August 2012
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EC(2012-13)5 Proposed establishment changes arising from the
re-organisation of the Government Secretariat with
effect from the date of transfer specified in the
resolution proposed to be passed under section 54A of
the Interpretation and General Clauses Ordinance
(Cap.1) the notice of motion for which was given on
7 May 2012
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