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Regional Cooperation Plan on Building a Quality Living Area

PURPOSE

This paper informs Members of the completion of the
Regional Cooperation Plan on Building a Quality Living Area (the Plan),
a copy of which is at Annex.

BACKGROUND

2. The "Outline of the Plan for the Reform and Development
of the Pearl River Delta (2008-2020)" was released in January 2009
which includes, inter alia, the initiative of transforming the Greater
Pear]l River Delta (PRD) region' into a green and quality living area.
To take forward the initiative, the Environment Bureau (ENB) of the
Hong Kong Special Administrative Region (HKSAR) Government, the
Guangdong Province Housing and Urban-Rural Development
Department and the Secretariat for Transport and Public Works of the
Macao SAR Government jointly commenced a study in October 2009 to
draw up a regional cooperation plan on building a quality living area.
This is the first regional cooperation plan jointly compiled by the three
sides. The overall objective of the Plan is to transform the Greater
PRD region into a low-carbon, high-technology and low-pollution city
cluster of quality living.

3. Having undertaken comprehensive in-depth studies, the

! The Greater PRD region covers the HKSAR, the Macao SAR, and also the nine cities in Guangdong
Province including Guangzhou, Shenzhen, Zhuhai, Foshan, Huizhou, Dongguan, Zhongshan, Jiangmen
and Zhaoqing.



three governments put forward initial cooperation proposals for joint
public consultation between September and November 2011.
Proposals covering five areas, i.e. environment and ecology, low-carbon
development, culture and social living, spatial planning and transportation
systems, were set out in the consultation document. The consultation
document was discussed at this Panel on 24 October 2011.

OUTCOMES OF THE PUBLIC CONSULTATION

4. During the three-month public consultation period, we
organized a series of activities to solicit public opinion, including
public and expert fora, meetings with the Advisory Council on the
Environment, the Greater PRD Business Council, part-time members
of the Central Policy Unit, business associations and green groups.
We received many constructive comments and suggestions at these fora
and meetings. In addition, a total of 92 written submissions were
received by the three governments, including 72 from organizations
and individuals in Hong Kong.

5. In general, the respondents were in support of the vision of
transforming the region into a quality living area and the initiative of
jointly compiling a regional plan by the three governments. They
agreed that cooperation proposals should be worked out in the five key
areas for achieving the overall objective. Many respondents also
pointed out that the changing circumstances in the Greater PRD region
had presented both opportunities and challenges, and it was timely for
the three sides to draw up a regional plan for enhancing cooperation
and addressing emerging issues and concerns. They hoped that the
three governments could implement the Plan by taking into account the
sustainable development concept of striking a balance between
economic and social development and the environment.

6. Some respondents had put forward specific comments and
suggestions on the five key cooperation areas. A summary report on
the key findings of the public consultation exercise is now available at
the Environmental Protection Department’s website
(www.epd.gov.hk/epd/qla_consultationsummary English).



THE REGIONAL COOPERATION PLAN

7. After careful consideration and inclusion of the suggestions
received during the consultation period, the three governments
completed and finalized the Plan in early June 2012. A copy of the
Plan is at Annex. The Plan recommends various cooperation proposals
for improving the environmental and ecological quality; promoting
low-carbon development; taking forward cooperation in culture and
livelihood issues; strengthening coordinated spatial development; and
facilitating development of green transportation and convenient
cross-boundary movement. The objective is to transform the Greater
PRD region into an exemplar cluster of green cities for quality living.

8. The key proposals in respect of improving environmental
and ecological quality include actions to strengthen and improve the
ecosystems across the whole region, such as planning and coordinating
regional ecological protection for the Robin's Nest in Hong Kong and
Shenzhen Wutong Shan National Forest Park; devising a joint
management plan for the protection and conservation of the Chinese
White Dolphin habitat at Lingding Bay; and strengthening exchange on
wetland management and scientific research. On improving water
quality of the Pearl River Basin and Estuary, the Plan recommends
enhancing water quality management and pollution control, and
strengthening cooperation in improving the quality of adjoining waters.

9. The key proposals for improving regional air quality
include joint effort to draw up air pollutant emission reduction
arrangements for the HKSAR and the PRD region for 2011-2020 with a
view to progressively reducing the emission levels of major air pollutants.
It calls for regional efforts to explore opportunities in controlling air
pollutant emissions from vessels in the Greater PRD waters, such as
exploring the feasibility of using cleaner energy by vessels berthing at the
Greater PRD ports. The Plan also recommends enhancement of the
regional air quality monitoring network, e.g. increasing the monitoring
stations and monitoring parameters; and carrying out of scientific
research and studies on regional air pollution control, compiling an
emission sources inventory for air pollutant emissions in the Greater PRD



region, etc.

10. On promoting low-carbon development in the region, the
key proposals include establishing jointly low-carbon development
cooperation mechanism; strengthening cooperation in the development
of environmental industries, and establishing quality branding for the
industries in the region through environmental exhibitions and trade
missions; supporting the development of new energy and renewable
energy; developing clean energy supply and related infrastructure; and
enhancing cleaner production in the region.

1. The Plan also covers cooperation in culture and livelihood
issues, spatial development as well as green transportation. Initiatives
have been suggested for taking forward closer cooperation in
cross-boundary cultural exchanges, education, social welfare and food
safety issues. There will also be closer collaboration in the planning
and development of priority cross-boundary cooperation areas, such as
the Lok Ma Chau Loop Area. The Plan also recommends the three
governments to continue to facilitate green transportation, such as rail
networks, development of public transportation systems, and
facilitating connections between transportation nodes, as well as
provision of more convenient boundary crossing arrangements.

WAY FORWARD

12. By making use of the existing institutional framework,
which includes the Hong Kong-Guangdong Cooperation Joint
Conference (CJC) and the Guangdong-Macao CJC as cooperation
platforms, the three governments will execute the Plan with concerted
effort. Specific cooperation proposals will be put into action by the
relevant expert groups under these two CJCs as appropriate. The
Hong Kong-Guangdong Joint Working Group on Sustainable
Development and Environmental Protection co-chaired by the
Secretary for the Environment and the Director-General of
Environmental Protection Department of Guangdong Province, and the
Hong Kong-Guangdong Joint Liaison Group on Combating Climate
Change co-chaired by the Secretary for the Environment and the



Director-General of Guangdong Development and Reform Commission
will take forward the proposed initiatives relating to air and water
management, natural conservation and low carbon development.

ADVICE SOUGHT

13. Members are invited to note the Regional Cooperation Plan
on Building a Quality Living Area as agreed by the three governments.

Environment Bureau
June 2012
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