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Chinese medicinal products containing ingredients  

from bear gall bladders 
 
 
 The import and export of Chinese medicinal products containing 
ingredients from bear gall bladders are subject to control under the Protection 
of Endangered Species of Animals and Plants Ordinance (Cap. 586) ("the 
Ordinance").  The Ordinance gives effect in Hong Kong to the Convention 
on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora, 
which is an international agreement among governments of the contracting 
parties aiming to ensure that international trade in specimens of wild animals 
and plants would not threaten their survival. 
 
2. There has been controversy over the practice of collecting bile by 
extracting bile from live bears, and calls for a ban on the trade of products 
containing ingredients from bear gall bladders have been made, particularly 
by the animal rights groups.  The relevant media reports on the subject are 
in Appendix I.  A question was also raised at the Council meeting of 
28 March 2012 relating to Chinese medicinal products containing ingredients 
from bear gall bladders.  The question and the Administration's reply are in 
Appendix II. 
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