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The fire incident of Lion Rock Tunnel and
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The subject of fire prevention in tunnels in Hong Kong has not been
discussed by the Panel on Transport. Questions concerning fire fighting
installations in tunnels and the recent fire incident of Lion Rock Tunnel were
raised at the Council meetings of 6 December 2000, 10 December 2003 and
21 March 2012 respectively. The questions and the Administration's replies
arein Appendix I.

2. Press reports on the recent fire incident of Lion Rock Tunnel are in
Appendix II for members reference.
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LCQ1: All tunnels comply fully with fire safety requirements
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Following is a question by the Hon Ip Kwok-him and areply by the
Secretary for Transport, Mr Nicholas Ng, in the Legidative Council
today (December 6):

Question: It has been reported that the tube boards of the Lion Rock
Tunnel and the Aberdeen Tunnel are made of a plastic material, which
will release poisonous gas on combustion. In this connection, will the
Government inform this Council whether:

(a) it has assessed if the tube boards of the two tunnels comply
with fire safety standards; if so, of the results of the
assessment;

(b) it has plans to replace the tube boards of the two tunnels; if so, of
the commencement and completion dates of the works; and the
measures it will take to enhance the fire safety of the two tunnels
before the completion of such works; and

(c) it has taken out insurance against casualties caused by such tube
boards?

Reply:
Madam President,

All tunnels are equipped with fire protection and fire fighting
installations which comply fully with Fire Services Department
(FSD)'s requirements and are maintained by registered fire service
installation contractors. There are also established proceduresto
handle fire incidents by the tunnel operators. Such procedures are
reviewed regularly on the basis of the latest development on tunnel
emergency management. In addition to regular internal fire fighting
training, tunnel operators hold fire drills with FSD at |east once ayear
to enhance the fire fighting capabilities of their staff.

Only one tunnel, the Lion Rock Tunnel, which was opened some 30
years ago, has tube boards made of a plastic material called Polyvinyl
Chloride (PVC). Thismateria is not harmful and it is combustible
with release of poisonous gas only when it is burnt continuously up to
atemperature of 750 degrees celsius. However, the fire risk of such an
occurrence is extremely remote as the existing fire fighting
installations in the tunnel are designed to meet the latest fire safety
standards.

http://Awww.info.gov.hk/gia/general /200012/06/1206162.htm 20/3/2012



LCQ1: All tunnels comply fully with fire safety requirements H2/2

Apart from regular maintenance, Highways Department (HyD)
conducts periodic reviews on the condition of the tube boards and
plans for their upgrading as better alternative material becomes
available. Indeed, HyD will upgrade the tube boards of the Lion Rock
Tunnel next year. The replacement programme will take two years.
During the works period, HyD and Transport Department (TD) would
ensure that safe and uninterrupted operation is maintained for the
Tunnel.

Government requires tunnel operators to take out adequate insurance
coverage for injury to persons or damage to property arising out of the
operation and maintenance of the tunnels. Such public liability
insurance covers any accidents, including claims arising out of tunnel
tube boards.

End/Wednesday, December 6, 2000
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LCQ4: Firefighting installationsin tunnels
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Following is a question by the Hon Andrew Cheng and areply by the
Secretary for the Environment, Transport and Works, Dr Sarah Liao,
in the Legidlative Council meeting today (December 10):

Question:

Regarding the respective quantities of various types of fire service
installations and equipment installed in toll road tunnels, will the
Government inform this Council:

(a) of the criteria and factors adopted for determining the types and
quantities of fire service installations and equipment to be installed in
each toll road tunnel;

(b) of the respective quantities of various types of fire service
installations and equipment installed in each toll road tunnel; and

(c) of the date(s) at which the existing quantities of various types of
fire service installations and equipment installed in Hung Hom Cross-
Harbour Tunnel was (were) stipulated; whether it has assessed if the
quantities of these installations and equipment are adequate to cope
with fire and emergency incidentsin the tunnel caused for various
reasons; if so, of results of the assessment?

Reply:
Madam President,

The "Code of Practice for Minimum Fire Service Installations and
Equipment” ("Code of Practice") issued by the Fire Services
Department stipul ates the requirements for fire service installations
and equipment as well as issues regarding their application in road
tunnels. The tunnelsin Hong Kong are equipped with fire protection
and fire fighting installations which comply fully with the
requirements of the Fire Services Department.

The provision of fire fighting installations in each tunnel are set out in
the Annex to the written reply. The differences in the number of fire
service ingtallations in the tunnels are attributabl e to the specific
design and site constraints of each tunnel.

Upon the commissioning of the Cross Harbour Tunnel (CHT) in
1972, itsfire service install ations have often been replaced and
upgraded to meet up-to-date standards and requirements. The tunnel
operator has engaged aregistered fire service installation contractor to

http://www.info.gov.hk/gia/general/200312/10/1210218.htm 20/3/2012



LCQ4: Firefighting installationsin tunnels H2/2

conduct regular surveys on the various equipment to ensure that they
meet safety standards. In addition, the CHT is carrying out a large-
scale improvement project and the improvement items to be
completed in the coming three years include :

a) upgrading of the Traffic Control and Surveillance System,;
b) replacement of fire hydrants;

c) installation of illuminated signs for pedestrian cross-passage and
enclosed fire safety installations; and

d) replacement of the radio communication system within the tunnel.

The requirements for fire service installations in the "Code of
Practice”" are the most feasible arrangements, which have made
reference to experience and relevant international safety standards.
Fire service installations are but part of awhole fire protection
regime. In addition to the hardware, the tunnel operators have
established procedures for handling fire incidents and have arranged
regular fire fighting training for their staff. The tunnel operators also
hold regular joint fire drills with the Fire Services Department to
ensure quick responses and good co-ordination in handling fire
incidents in tunnels.

Ends/Wednesday, December 10, 2003
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Annex
Fire Fighting Equipment in Toll Tunnels
Cross Eastern Western Aberdeen | Lion Rock | Shing Mun |Tseung Kwan|Tate’s Cairn| Tai Lam
Tunnel Harbour Harbour Harbour Tunnel Tunnel Tunnel O Tunnel Tunnel Tunnel
Tunnel Crossing Crossing
Tube Length (km) 1.9 2 1.97 1.9 14 2.6 0.9 4 3.73
Date of operation 2.8.1972 | 21.9.1989 | 30.4.1997 12.3.1982 [14.11.1967(S)| 20.4.1990 9.11.1990 26.6.1991 | 25.5.1998
18.1.1978 (N)
No. of break glass devices 78 78 62 38 16 100 16 80 75
(each tube)
No. of emergency 78 54 42 38 28 100 16 78 76
telephones (each tube)
No. of emergency exits 18 27 21 3 -* 23 8 24 36
(each tube)
No. of fire extinguishers 117 162 84 114 28 200 32 160 152
(each tube)
No. of ventilation/jet fans 10 15 23 4x* 34 44 20 16 20(S)
(each tube) 19 (N)
No. of recovery vehicles 10 8 9 6 5 7 6 7 11
and patrol cars
No. of hosereds H 51 41 . 16 51 17 42 75
(each tube)
No. of fire hydrants 38 27 21 38(9) 16 25 8 40 76
(each tube) 37(N)
No. of CCTVs 12 15 21 15 15 14 9 22 21
(each tube)
Notes
* Owing to site constraint, there are insurmountable technical problems to install emergency exits in Lion Rock Tunnel. To enhance the safety standard, a drencher system was

installed in the Lion Rock Tunnel in 1997 upon the recommendation of Fire Services Department. The Tunnel is also equipped with many jet fans for fast extraction of smoke

during fireincidents.

*x Number of ventilation / jet fansinstalled inside the tunnel tubes varies with the design of the tunnel ventilation system and specifications of fans.
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# Dueto constraintsmposedby the original designhosereelscould not beinstalled.Hosesarestoredon the patrolcars
## Hoses are stored on the light recovery vehicles.

(S - South Bound Tube

(N) — South Bound Tube
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#            Due to constraints imposed by the original design, hose reels could not be installed. Hoses are stored on the patrol cars.
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LCQ14: Number 3 alarm fire inside Lion Rock Tunnel
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Following is a question by the Hon Ip Wai-ming and a written
reply by the Secretary for Transport and Housing, Ms Eva Cheng,
in the Legislative Council today (March 21):

Question:

A Number 3 alarm fire which was caused by repair works on
underground water mains broke out inside the Lion Rock Tunnel
(the Tunnel) on March 8 this year. The incident has not just
necessitated a two-week closure of the Tunnel for emergency
repairs, but has also aroused public concern about issues of
safety and means of escape in respect of the tunnels built in
early days. In this connection, will the Government inform this
Council:

(a) whether the authorities have drawn up and updated the
measures and equipment for safety management, emergency
contingency plans for incidents inside tunnel tubes, and
conducted regular training and drills for the road tunnels and
cross-harbour tunnels built in different periods in Hong Kong; if
they have, of the details; if not, the reasons for that;

(b) whether the drencher system installed inside the tubes of the
Tunnel was activated when the aforesaid fire broke out; if not,
of the reasons for that; whether the drenchers functioned
normally whenever a fire broke out or a drill was conducted
inside the tubes of the Tunnel in the past three years; if not,
of the number of failures and the details;

(c) whether it knows, apart from the Tunnel, if the design of at-
grade vehicular traffic with underground piping for public
utilities is currently adopted for any road tunnel, cross-harbour
tunnel or rail tunnel in Hong Kong; if so, the details of the
tunnels concerned and the public utilities for which piping has
been laid; how the authorities ensure the industrial safety of
the workers who carry out repairs and maintenance for the tunnels
and such underground facilities (including whether they will
brief the workers on the escape facilities before commencement of
the works); and

(d) whether it knows, in addition to the Tunnel, which tunnels in
Hong Kong are not equipped with escape doors or tubes, and rely
only on tunnel exits as emergency exits; whether the authorities
have considered adding a pedestrian escape tube inside the Tunnel
and such tunnels in order to ensure the safety of tunnel users
and other people concerned; if they have, of the details; if not,
the reasons for that?

Reply:
President,

At about 3.30am on March 8, 2012, a fire broke out when a
works contractor of the Water Services Department was carrying
out water mains replacement and rehabilitation (R&R) works inside

an underground utility chamber underneath the south-bound tube of
the Lion Rock Tunnel (LRT). All workers carrying out the R&R

http://www.info.gov.hk/gia/general/201203/21/P201203210181 print.htm 22/3/2012
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works immediately followed the site emergency procedures and
evacuated safely. No one was injured. The fire was put out at
around noon that day and the Fire Services Department (FSD) is
investigating the cause of the incident.

As a result of the fire, the south-bound tube of LRT was
once completely closed. The Transport Department (TD) activated
the contingency measures immediately and implemented emergency
traffic arrangements with relevant departments, the LRT operator
and public transport operators to maintain smooth traffic between
Sha Tin and Kowloon as far as possible. The fast lane of the
south-bound tube of LRT was re-opened to traffic at 6am on March
12, 2012 after round-the-clock emergency repair works by the
Highways Department (HyD), and the slow lane also resumed normal
operation at 6am on March 19 after days of 24-hour expedited
repair works by HyD. During the period when the repair works
were carried out, the traffic at LRT was slightly more congested
than usual but generally remained normal.

My reply to the various parts of the question is as follows:

(a) All road tunnels and cross-harbour tunnels in Hong Kong are
equipped with facilities that meet safety standards, including
fire service installations and equipment (FSI) required by FSD
such as fire hydrant/hose reel systems, portable fire

extinguishers, smoke extraction systems and emergency lighting

systems. The FSI requirements are formulated by FSD according to
relevant legislation as well as the conditions of individual road
tunnels and actual operational needs. Every tunnel operator is

required under the law to engage a registered fire service
installation contractor to conduct annual inspection on FSI to
ensure their compliance with relevant standards and legal
requirements.

In addition, FSD, TD and all tunnel operators have drawn up
contingency plans for handling emergency incidents including
fires. 1In handling a tunnel incident, TD is responsible for co-
ordinating emergency traffic and public transport arrangements
and disseminating relevant information on a real time basis. On
average, individual tunnel operators will conduct fire drills
every six months jointly with relevant departments, including TD,
FSD and the Police to test the effectiveness of the contingency
plans and functionality of FSI. Such drills ensure the efficient
and prompt execution of the contingency plans in case of tunnel
emergencies. Relevant Government departments will also review
from time to time the contingency measures with the tunnel
operators and make adjustments when necessary.

(b) The south-bound and north-bound tubes of LRT are each
installed with 11 drenchers, which are used primarily for
isolating the fire and preventing it from spreading inside the
tunnel tubesg. The fire that occurred inside LRT on March 8, 2012
originated from an underground utility chamber below the tunnel
tube rather than from the tunnel tube itself. As advised by the
on-scene FSD officers, the LRT operator did not actuate the
drenchers as the water sprayed from the drenchers could not check
the spread of the underground fire.

In the past three years, only one fire incident occurred
inside the tunnel tubes of LRT, during which the drenchers were
actuated to prevent the spread of the fire. At every fire drill
conducted in these three years, the tunnel operator actuated and
tested the drenchers and all of them functioned normally during
the tests.

http://www.info.gov.hk/gia/general/201203/21/P201203210181 print.htm 22/3/2012
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(c) Each of the two tunnel tubes of LRT is equipped with utility
chambers underneath. Two water mains each with a diameter of 1.2
metres (m) and one with a diameter of 1.4m are laid inside the
utility chambers below the Kowloon-bound (i.e. south-bound) tube,
whereas two water mains each with a diameter of 1.5m are laid
inside the utility chambers below the Sha Tin-bound (i.e. north-
bound) tube. Apart from LRT, only the Tseung Kwan O Tunnel
(TKOT) and the Cross-Harbour Tunnel (CHT) have utility chambers
running underneath the tunnel tubes. There are one water mains
and one towngas pipe running underneath the tunnel tube of

TKOT. The utility chamber housing the towngas pipe is a
standalone one completely separated from the tunnel tube above
with a monitoring system installed to ensure safety. As for CHT,
telecommunications and power cables are laid inside the utility
chambers underneath the tunnel tubes.

As stipulated in the occupational safety and health
legislation, employers, including contractors engaging in repair
and maintenance (R&M) works of road tunnels and their underground
facilities, have to adopt adequate measures to ensure work safety
and health of their workers. Such measures include providing a
safe system of work and devising emergency plans.

To ensure that the workers of the works department / utility
companies and contractors engaging in tunnel R&M works are fully
aware of the means of escape and safety facilities inside the
tunnels and their underground utility chambers before making an
entry, the tunnel operators will explain to the safety officers
of the contractors on the safety matters that workers should be
aware of when carrying out works inside the tunnel tubes,
including the means of escape and other safety
facilities. Before each entry into the tunnel tubes, R&M workers
have to provide their contact numbers to the tunnel operator for
communication between tunnel staff and the workers in case of
emergency. Furthermore, to ensure safety of the workers and
tunnel users, all R&M works inside the tunnel tubes (and the
underground utility chambers) will be conducted only when the
tunnels are completely closed (except the towngas pipe utility
chamber underneath TKOT as workers can enter the utility chamber
directly to carry out R&M works via an access outside the tunnel
tube without affecting the operation of the tunnel).

Apart from the above measures, R&M works inside the utility
chambers underneath the tunnel tubes are classified as works in
confined spaces, which shall be governed stringently by the
Factories and Industrial Undertakings (Confined Spaces)
Regulation. The Regulation requires, among other things, that a
risk assessment should be carried out by a competent person to
ensure safety at the works site before entry into a confined
space. Contractors of the works department / utility companies
are required to take all necessary safety precautions in
accordance with the recommendations of the risk assessment
report, such as providing in a satisfactory condition a
sufficient supply of equipment for rescue and safety protection,
and emergency escape, before issuing certificates to the workers
for allowing their entry into the underground chambers to carry
out the R&M works. All workers entering the confined spaces must
be certified workers holding valid certificates. Also, workers
conducting the R&M works at underground utility chambers have to
follow the safety guidelines compiled by the TD and tunnel
operators as well as relevant safety legislation to ensure their
safety at work.

http://www.info.gov.hk/gia/general/201203/21/P201203210181 print.htm 22/3/2012
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(d) Except LRT, all other tunnels in Hong Kong are equipped with
emergency escape accesses (EEAs) between the two tunnel

tubes. In case of emergency, tunnel users may travel from the
tube where the incident takes place to the other tube via EEAs
and leave the tunnel. The two tubes of LRT were constructed at
different times. EEAs connecting the two tubes were not built as
the first tube had already been open to traffic when the second
one was constructed.

As mentioned in the reply to part (a) above, LRT is now
equipped with FSI that comply with relevant legislation and FSD's
requirements, and FSD, TD and tunnel operators have drawn up
contingency plans and will conduct emergency and fire drills
regularly. Therefore, the existing FSI and safety measures of
LRT are able to effectively facilitate the safe and timely escape
of tunnel users and workers in case of emergency. In fact, the
contingency plans functioned effectively during the fire incident
that occurred inside LRT on March 8, 2012. All workers carrying
out water mains rehabilitation works inside the underground
utility chambers followed the emergency procedures and evacuated
safely. ©No one was injured.

If EEAs were to be built to connect the two existing tunnel
tubes of LRT, one of the tubes will have to be closed to make
room for the works site. Prolonged tube closure will be
necessary during the works, which will seriously affect the
traffic between Kowloon and the New Territories East.

Ends/Wednesday, March 21, 2012
Issued at HKT 11:59

NNNN
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Lion Rock Tunnel repairs
will take two weeks

The Kowloon-bound carri
Lion Rock Tunnel will be Spowayof
recpened in two weeks. The dual-

€ carriageway was closed aftera
fire on Thursday damaged 60 metres

of the underground drain
beneath the anmo) age tube

0t

: HE H

c10c-£-01




MTEESREMRE

Ml = by

HFILEBRET

NEERERTOMNER

Ao BTUBREZAEEE
METEERE . SRANNEE
B W =R REE 8k
HIRH  EREARELF+—
B BLTEESE —RITESH
NEE > ETRERE > ATEHER
BB R R SLEE - HBEEE IR R 9]
BIRRMEBIEY | 5 AT
AW BRBILTEEE
NETRTHSE - HAENEEA
TRAWBRBSRE B -

ERBET—RHEFE+T_F

< B A B — 4
T gﬁ;ﬁn@m&ﬁﬁiﬁm& EE
RUTHFPAN++AE  REF+AE
Y mEmwsA O R R - ﬁl&fﬁ*fg
1T EE MR F A0S TR aE -

%ﬁ%ﬁ!ﬁ&ﬁ%mﬁﬁ Rﬁ
THTEERGENE ; FHEE
BERAR  LiTEERGHEER
TH  BOEENG28HE .
Intree -

BHERFS0NE

MMER  BETEEREN
FRETR  RGEMGHERH
MFAETAE - RER+AE
FEREATHEEERRERA
R MMERELADMASHE
SR A I R B OB T 1 -

HkAAT

BHESTEMGHERR) 5@
HER ZEERE-E=X, =
TH/M AR MBTETHE T
BRHAFAATEAIRE 4
RAEMBTEERS  #ETE
HBEAATRROKETHRE
A HBEARHY - WHHSHE
B IRAREREEYHBYH
ERMBT_FHARRAAFTEALSE
E-HREBETIHEEE > Bitak
BEE=ZA-+ZH  WTFTRAEAS
ARG -

HRETETR > SRERBR
FRBE B i B P B3 Bk 2 L Bg i
MELRYE  FEREERERS
EHPORBMBHLENS - B
BRRRMNR - W8S BAMBRE
HEREEBE > FRIRE ELB
BREtW+HS  REXEELHR
HK> BTHRENTHELIE > 4
ME=ZME—HH -

YuEE

H

B

10Z-¢-T1




£

18 5IB 60K 60AIRE

AEEEY > BRAAKSETLRE
SRR TR ESME - HRARE
% REBIEER - MR RE U
T > RS BRI TREE - LEM
B EREBEHE > GRAFERMBSH
SERTARE > BERERREXK
=kt TEASERKBERIEN
oa/NEEHAE » BEWME 602 TARF
TH - AREHKE  ARBFILEER
SeokAE—EEEERETARARY
HFOEGEHRTAE  TSKBRZAME0
*EEANEEEAYH O HFEEP
EERECKROKMEA D » HEEEA
Ewkﬁlﬁﬁﬂ’%éTEMﬂmW%

MEETE -

Pn3sEs K 3% BRI B

fhim > UREBE > A RAMANR
AEBRIEEN  FARBREETRE
EREE > TEEE S TRAROYH -
AN BRI 1R - A

B AREEL R RERBRERR

EEEERT RS -
AREYEER T EREEY > 85
Hig > A—EAALFRE LR db
FEE S R B L S RTEE
H - BRI R AL MAREE
FAAl s BB LT AT R E N

P B% v 4% o i
SB=R1TEH

B BB A BRI IR 2]

By ERA (2F MOUR) W FILBEE B PN ETEER ATRE
—ig Kk - BEEENRRESRAERF AR - HBRERO NI
Buie  EESESUENERRE - EREEY  STARBE  BOE
EEAFRENEETRERSBOBARN - YRS REHEEHN - 8RR
MEHE - DEIERARTERY - SER L RTBRAREBS MR
IS ES  URNER - BRESTRAREERT AREBIREE
B E IR RS - BUR ST R RS N DRHEE o

R GRBREXNERNAERTE

M BUATERRRSRETER - 2
A NEEFRIFHAE  mTEEg
FEEHAS . LTTEERARILGTR
(RR)-

B SN e JandE iRAs

RS - EEEARERERY
WRE > WFLRENRETERERN S
FABEI0A BRESOLAR - R B
FIRGERHFE MBS R RET - FER
BA+RBEREERAZBE . BH—THE
E+AFEEEBERINEHK  BE&F
SRS RS R E RN R -

b Mk TR HE

OLF6RELF11E

LITEERE : BRRTELEE

LTEESS  BRETEYA

BIEERS  BRETEAELR

ETEERS 8

- OLEF1BBFR1285

LTEERS - MRETESA

LOEERS  MRATHESA

BIEERS : Hﬂﬁﬁﬁnﬁﬁﬂ

HIEERS : 3

OFR12BER A 1 768

LOTEERE : BMBRETENESR

LOTEERS  BRLTEDH

HEEERS  HE

ETEIEES - H6A

QLyeBZFE128

CLETEBRS  MRETEDA

LTEERSK BALTEDEA

_HTEERS  MEETEAELE

ETEENS : 8

FRI2REB QL5685

LTEERR BRETEAEAR

L FEERS : MRS EDE

MIIEERS : HH

EITEERR - 1

REER: ARE

UR: BEAXEHLE ARK

- HEH

c10¢-¢-71




W)

° TS

(HA I SERT )

R = —

ﬁﬁ@;ﬁm%ﬁ%%%(@ﬁjK%M%L°Lﬂﬂ§$5mkﬁﬁ
== MNWRRETERE  FRERARE  SHEAE=ZERE
TE ARAMTRABBAEENXAEBER  PRE LRERFITEHE - 17
BAREBIE  EMAZLBENRKER EEBARTFERE EREBRAWMA
EREE-BEVETRREER EMR%W'iié%E%m&W%fﬂ“Jﬁﬂ
BR  BERBBRSERHE  XABHER -

FENSTENRRE  AFTEEERNE
g ERRMR=81TE  MEHEE A=
B AHKATE . HEMANETEEREREL
TEEN—KRE  ZHEIFTEATE - ERHEAR >
ﬁﬁﬁgi%h%ﬁmﬁﬂ%~ﬁﬁﬁv%§m
RBEERT

k%ﬁ%@ﬁ@i
VRSN - R AR P Bk
& EREAEFRAE  ARERAURAR
B BERBERBUETEASR  BRIK

ERABIS - MERE > FHRMEN -

HRALESELABRAER . REHMHK
THMER  WEEARRER, BREUBE

MEEFABEAEMMAEERR > R L
e SHBEAMARHE ERHFEERMTE
BEgE - REWBERSTAS EEMELTH
& AFEEEZEF MR TFHERRT -

MR HHRREEE

HEZEEMRREERIER 18ER] > BRE
KREURTERE ERBERATEELRE
[HEZR - —AstfmiEm ! | €88 R/ ERAE
FETTEOEE . BRSHNAE—ERHE BE
HITEREHM - (IR BOR/DELE > THEH
THBE - BERESRTREE -

Hih LEEREEFZAGIRBREH]
o MANEEHBRREY T0ER > HAE

BREAMS FWRE ok
S - REFBEERBEENR

e
>4

(BN D) « BT SE

&

¥ EITEERKIEREIMRE - B
LA RERRE -

TREHER  BRER ZEEEERY
%%ﬁ%éﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂ@yéd,

BAORA - PHEBH | Download App.
BREEIEE S  HE Wﬁf@%gggﬁ

AEEHEE  WAFHEBEL
AFEH RRHEE -

BB

WHLE

g

10z-¢-¢l1



The Standard

X B

HHy : 13-3-2012

BB XERA (G0& Hx|) £
KBRS B E R A T L g
HEATE N > R E IR
HRWMERKXATHESME > 8 Lo
B U NRIOBAYHE . B
M 702 B #5070 B o M L PE%
O IRF T 2 B LB L S Ok BN
N o FUb R L SR BRI
B I ABCE S LN iR
R 5 A RSN R b g -
7 80 e R R o AR B A A R

& BN HE TR IR
AKRF AT - SUBER R
BMAIAEE - BECBRE - &
PROF TR HES TR SR - TREA
ALl SR

105 e A E SRR GG 2 1 27 1 | G A
WAKRITHESMN & biTEE
BH-BTERELE LE
HBWAH - BRITEREYE s i &
FLIREFR 8 AT
TEREYE BT Ekg s

TouBE AT b 4t o BT I

JURE - MAFRR%E > T EEG
HE TS MM BEER
b B A Ik ] 6 BE AT TR BIE
W R ARSE A B %8
BT DHFHHIEM - ML
LB > MERA TR B 0GB
o BEAFLNHE %ﬁﬂfﬂ
B JE R -
BFER70 0 BE ES00 8
£ e s S TINE B -E £ UBE L BERY
HTERCH » MR I THBERE 3R h 70
ABBESOLE - B> T HAE
BE - BTLABOE B BEEE S - O F
MRER » LEHRE 159
H o> SRS b P MR E 0
WA BMRE Aded  EXERD
S E » {HATAREZ -

THRE 1T L I sk RS b
BEKERSERAY  BHBE
WK AEEERZRELXR B
RUGEBAITREA -

Tunnel traffic purrs
along on reopening

Kenneth Foo

Temporary traffic arrangements at fire-hit Lioa
Rock Tunnel went smoothly on their first day
with three of four lanes open to vehicles.

The offside lanes were reopened four days
after a fire badly damaged a section of the tunnel.

It was feared a reduced speed limit would re-
sult in long queues but the Transport Department
said it went well for the most part of yesterday.

A tidal-flow arrangement was imposed from
6am to llam, with the opening of two lanes
Kowloon-bound and one Sha Tin-bound.

This arrangement was reversed from | lam
to midnight with the opening of two lanes Sha
Tin-bound and one Kowloon-bound.

The speed limit at the tunnel was reduced
from 70 kilometers per hour to 50kph.

Traffic officials were on site to advise
motorists.

“Traffic in both directions was smooth in the
reopened tunnel throughout the day, but was
quite busy in the mornmg rush hour, resulting
in a 600-meter queue in the Sha Tin-bound
lane,” chief transport officer Michael Ng Shi-
hung said.

Several Sha Tin residents opted to take the
MTR while some motorists chose to bypass the
tunnel and took alternative routes, resulting in
congestion along these roads.

As aresult, there was a two-kilometer queue
to Tate’s Cairn Tunnel in the morning, Ng said.
The evening traffic ran more smoothly.

nw feared areduced speed limit would result
inlong queues atthe blaze-hittunnel. siNGTA0

MTR Corp will continue to run additional
services, maintaining waiting times of about two
minutes on the Kwun Tong line and about three
minutes on the East Rail.

The blaze broke out at about 3.30am on’

Thursday in a drainage tube below the car-
riageway and raged across a 60-meter-long sec-
tion, exposing steel reinforcements.

The fire is believed to have started during
maintenance work by Water Supplies Depart-
ment staff on old water pipes.

There were no injuries.

A department spokeswoman said the
damaged lane will remain closed until repairs
are completed by March 22.

She could not say exactly when the lane will ————————— ..

be fully operational.
staff.reporter@singtacnewscorp.com
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