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79 May, 2012
Legislative Councit Panel on Welfare Services
Legislative Council Secretariat
2/F Legislative Council Complex
1 Legislative Council Road
Central
Hong Kong

Fax: 2508 9055
Ema,il: mchiu@lepco.gov.hk

Dear Sirs,

Re: Public Transuort Fare Concession Scheme for the Elderly and Eligible Persons
with. Dlsablhtles

Thank you for the invitation to comment on Public Transport Fare Concessnon
Scheme for the Elderly and Eligible Persons with Disabilities (the Scheme)

The Scheme was announced in the 2011-12 Policy Address. It will- enable elderly
people aged 65 or above and eligible people with disabilities to travel on the MTR,
franchlsed buses and ferries at any time at a concessionary fare of $2 per trip. It aims
to help build & caring and inclusive society by encouraging the eiderly and eligible

- persons with disabilities to participate more in community activities.

lam concemed about the timing of the ehglbmty of the Scheme to the outer nsiands
ferry services. The Government is proposing that the Scheme be extended to the
ferries in the fn’st quarter of 2013 instead of July 2012.

' Theviferry fares have increased significantly during recent years and the Governn’ient
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has done very little in solving the problem. The Islands residents including a lot of
elderly people, as well as the tourist industry there, have suffered from the high
transportation costs. | am now urging the Government to speed up extension of the

Scheme to ferries without delay.

Thank you for your attention.

Yours sincerely,

Amy Xup

Islands District Council Member ~ Discovery Bay
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