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Mr Eric JOHNSON, Former Principal Assistant Secretary (Planning and
Lands), Planning and Lands Bureau:

I, Eric Andrew JOHNSON, swear by Almighty God that the evidence |
shall give shall be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth.
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o e IRER3IFI6H M EEZE & E 24t —
frRE ARG & - A1 T &R B & XFHE W3O - (RETEE S EX
MERZEG H R mE AL EFRER

Mr Eric JOHNSON:
Yes, in English, Mr Chairman.
ZE

OK- B AHIFEHA R ALIREEFREZEGWRER » M
R RN Y R A AT BE e IR By BR A E R 1R A B
7e 2

Mr Eric JOHNSON:

No, Mr Chairman, I have nothing to add now, but I will welcome an
opportunity for some remarks.
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Mr Eric JOHNSON:

Thank you, Mr Chairman. On 8 August 2001, I was actually posted, as
a member of the Administrative Grade, to this Special Duties Post in the
Planning and Lands Bureau. I did not actually have any specific experience
of running competitions of this nature. I just had the general experience of
an Administrative Officer at that time, and, as | said, it was essentially a
posting for me.

EE

HOEA — (8 f IR A & 2P 20 m A E i B R & R ¥ IR
AR 2

D i s
Mpr Eric JOHNSON:

I had a great deal of discretion in handling the co-ordination of the
Competition and in dealing with the Chairman and the members. Of course,
the Competition Document set down the rules for the conduct of the
Competition, and so I did not need to seek a lot of guidance, or very much
input, from Mr TSANG or anybody else in the Bureau. So, largely, I was
able to do my job independently as the head of the Competition Team.
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TE
H 7 ST A
Mpr Eric JOHNSON:

The reason is that this matter had not been addressed beforehand. I
think that my predecessor had been quite preoccupied with preparing and
issuing the Competition Document. And when I took over the job and began
to think about the different provisions in the Document, particularly those
related to ineligibility, then, you know, following discussions with my team, I
realized that this was quite an immediate task. Because we did have the
Technical Panel, schedule to be coming up and then later, of course, the Jury,
so I thought the procedures for declaration of interest needed to be in place
before the Technical Panel started its work. So we got down to that job
fairly quickly.

FhEHR -
ERE -
FHE
0 FOKE
FkEZS -

ERSE & —a) » (REREIEH A - Bk fa] 235 & F 58 L iE
FeflIFI s g - St S B ZPEr DL BI I » DL —F A S
A R A EAE M EEEE - /K H BY 5 2 "fair and efficient" o
AR S E S rEfarE G EEENERRET  F—0
FEENHEH LEANEMNEIMELAFE  AFE » DLEAR
FHE MW MEEMAER 2 28 ERE -

A
ALk St -

Mr Eric JOHNSON:

Jsks =

==

p= oy

Well, Mr Chairman, I think the question of fairness ran through the
whole Competition really, and it was obviously necessary for everything to be
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seen to be done properly and fairly. Whether it was the handling of the
entries, or the work programmes or the adjudication of the entries, everything
had to be seen to be done fairly. So, that was really what it was intended to
mean.

FkhkEZS -
ZHEE - THE BREEERLEES X EFER

{3 HAHEMARAE £ 7% {17 /Yy bundle N # A35E {7
S e

/K-

FKhEZFSR -

38 0 AL B L R FE20024E2H 21 H » [ERZE R MGATH
PR ZEGEN - B RERLE - IREIREE DS

Mr Eric JOHNSON:

Yes, Mr Chairman, I have that one.
FhEZS -

ERE o GRS AR KSR ABEREBERZEE
e HERFBADELC? HEEBERE —T#HE ...

-

HEE . TEAE -
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Ak IREEEI BRI EEEZER W EIRER
RAE— K EEY% » fF 5 3H » Bt & Conflict of interest declarations -
BIAI £ FH iy o 753G 8 B & B9 i &= I B » /N B B 56 (i EY - 3%
PL9= 3238 H "It is not incumbent upon jurors to make enquiries of
any close associate or contact to ascertain whether or not they
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have entered the competition;" - 5 {H = BRI E i » B & —HESR
SR REN S PEFEENGMMEE N —EE
TER > Bl BEig......

EE

...... EEEMBEC FirREEMELZ A2 T EFEILE - (R
SR —T  RAFEMERESHAK?

e
Mpr Eric JOHNSON:

I think that point was made because we considered that the jurors had to
make the declaration to the best of their knowledge.

FhEHA -

ERE - AR EmE - EEEERIZH » 7 "upon jurors to
make enquiries" » {FHYEEEEE » (MG EE » 2 & KFEE—
WIF R E BERZH O EEIME MM QWD F Bty E S
dEHEMBGERHN - SN —MH - 25 B M ERFFF
8 fEEAFE  BHNEFIEMZN T - 224N i
—EHE GRMEFFEGEERNBAEN mERE 7 (RHY

= = 3= 2
SREGRERE?

=S
e

AL A -
My Eric JOHNSON:

Well, Mr Chairman, as I said, it was intended to be to the jurors' best of
their knowledge. It was really up to them as to how much knowledge they
acquired of their close associates. I cannot really say more than that, really.
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Mr Eric JOHNSON:

Yes, Mr Chairman. I have noticed that. Not only have I noticed it, I
have mentioned it in paragraph 49 of my statement. In fact I thought that the
gentleman who completed the form had in fact done a very good thing. It set
a good example and I thought that was the way that someone in his position
should have handled the situation. He seemed to be the only person who
actually attached to his declaration any internal circulars of that nature. That
is not to say that none of the other members did that as well. They just did
not attach anything to their declarations.

FikEZE -

TE > HEACHEFREFM  IREAI2C)  H— (L4
Stanley YIP » {R & #] A12(C)IE 2

TE -
iy fRiERE -
FkhEZS -

ig {iZ Stanley YIP#R 2 5 [F] — & 1% ¥t - W2 il A B 1 BT A
frs  HEFMYIHMERAEEMNER TFE > hREENERE
BC T 7 B A B 05 & Ry o M EE A EE B T ME E T
EBW - Rl A BEE F R ENMEIEE I - 2GS REE/RA
T AEMMOEEE  ERAERER > Bl AESR Y EEHC
ERiFELZEY  FWMEXEFWKE - EHEFRBEIHLENECH
nE > EE BEKERAL  EHEHEES ERE ?

THE
H 7 ST A
Mr Eric JOHNSON:

Mr Chairman, the other case referred to by Mr LEE Wing-tat is
Mr Stanley YIP who was actually telling us here about his current
employment, his own current employment. Whereas the other case of Mr
LEE, I think he was...he was writing internally to his staff to warn them that
he had been appointed as a member of the Technical Panel, and asking them
to refrain from entering the Competition because if they did, then the entry
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would likely be disqualified. So I did not quite put Mr Stanley YIP's
declaration — his additional statement — in quite the same category as that of
Mr David LEE. But it was really up to members of the Technical Panel to
supplement their declarations if they wanted to. We did not seek any
additional supplementation. =~ We thought that the form itself provided
sufficient declaration material to comply with paragraph 16 of the
Competition Document which was actually reproduced in the first part of the
declaration because that was what the declaration form was actually tailored
to comply with. So we did not go beyond that, but we had no objection to
anybody providing all information about that.

ET-&

OK » WA ......
FXEHA -

EE . RFERE B BB EE - RBAEILEES
TR S REENE — HRELERBFETESR
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H36EY - 3 W E 1k 2 "there was an undeclared conflict of
interest..."
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e
B e
FhEZER -

"Moreover, Mr LEUNG had declared in the form that, 'l am
not a director or major shareholder of any company;'" - F 48 [ i

kTR IREYEE N BRI & AR - R E R EARE E iR E H WAy A]

WEZR o HARAMERGEEE2AHIH — KA EMAAEEMIEST
B O HESH W EE SR — MR REFESA A %

firze" - fREEEE MM AR AT FEGREREST ? (&
{52 15 i B B 72k B R 2 BRI 35 Y Bl R 2 5 B RO HE A 2

TE
7 S A
Mpr Eric JOHNSON:

Mr Chairman, what [ say in my witness statement here is that...it
appeared to me that on the face of it, it was an undeclared conflict of interest.
That appeared to be one problem with Mr LEUNG's declaration. Moreover,
he had gone on to say that he was not a director or major shareholder of any
company, and that appeared to be another problem.

But the immediate problem, in terms of the adjudication of the entries,
was the question of the apparent undeclared conflict of interest. I have heard
public statements or reported public statements by Mr LEUNG to the effect
that he felt that he did not have a conflict of interest or there was not a conflict
of interest there. But all I could do, faced with the form, was to react to what
was on the form, and I did not...that was, at the time, and I did not have any
particular surprise or otherwise when I read these reports lately. 1 just
remember that that was the situation in front of me on the form at the time
which I had to deal with, there and then.

FkhkEZS -
TR mE&—EME -
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Mr Eric JOHNSON:

I really do not think I can comment on what Mr LEE Wing-tat said, Mr
Chairman.

FkhkEZES -
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Mr Eric JOHNSON:

Mr Chairman, I really cannot put it in a public context one way or the
other. I think that all I could do is deal with the situation that I had at the
time. On the face of it, there appeared to be an undeclared conflict of
interest and I had to take it from that point.
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Mr Eric JOHNSON:

Mr Chairman, the period leading up to the preparation of the
Competition was actually before my time, so I was not involved in the
preparation of this Panel paper dated 9 March 2000. In fact, I could only
deal with the Competition Document as finalized and given to me when I took
up the post.
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"All entries will be initially assessed by a Technical Panel to be chaired
by the Director of Planning. The Technical Panel will shortlist 5 entries for
the final consideration of an Executive Panel."
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Mr Chairman, again, this was before my time, unfortunately.
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Mr Eric JOHNSON:

Mr Chairman, no, the entrants were ... sorry, the Panel members were
not aware of the names of the entrants, as far as I can understand.
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Mpr Eric JOHNSON:

Mr Chairman, I did not deal with these aspects at all. I think it was all
handled before I took up the job.
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Mr Eric JOHNSON:

Mr Chairman, when we, as I said earlier, drew up this declaration form,
we had reference to paragraph 16 of the Competition Document. And that
was the context in which we devised the declaration form. We did not try to
take it any further and think of any other conceivable types of business
association that people might have. And, you know, we did not take that
aspect any further. We had to abide by the Competition Document and 1|
think that the form did that. But no, we did not take any further action
beyond that.
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Mr Eric JOHNSON:

Mr Chairman, the matter of adjudication was for the Jury, but I would
like to repeat that my previous answer to this point still applies. There was, |
think it is true to say, another opportunity for Mr ROGERS or indeed any
other juror to declare any conflict of interest that he might have had with any
of the winning entries at the time when the names of these winning entries
were revealed to the Jury. And, as far as I can recall, no member of the Jury
at that point revealed any change to his declaration that he had signed earlier,
and nobody made any subsequent, additional declaration. So, there was this
opportunity, but I do not think that Mr ROGERS or any other juror made any
supplementary declaration. That was the time to do it if they felt the need to
do it.
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Mr Eric JOHNSON:

Chairman, I really cannot comment on what Mr ROGERS' business
relationships were or were not, or how he regarded them. You know I just
had to deal with whatever declarations were submitted by the jurors and of
course, as I said, they had the opportunity to make supplementary declarations
when the identities of the winners were announced or decided upon in the

Tury.
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FH 5 B (L FRRE IR 1E - FF 5 Mr ROGERSE it {1 /2 & Y director »
INEHTEL R - WELRREEZEWNE ? 21 2 E
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Mr Eric JOHNSON:

Mr Chairman, I can really only go on the basis of Mr ROGERS' own
declaration. As for the...I think the question was about the participants.
The onus being on the participant to check whether any Jury member that he
might know was on the Jury and the onus was on the prospective participant
as stated in paragraph 48 of my statement. So I do not really see any conflict
here between the points that Dr LEUNG was talking about.

17.03.2012 p.41



VOEG I FERIR A A DI LR H B B M SR B LB EE K E S D EZ L E S
MZHEEKHEEEEEEEY
Legislative Council Select Committee to Study Mr LEUNG Chun-ying's Involvement as
a Member of the Jury in the West Kowloon Reclamation Concept Plan Competition and Related Issues

E- 4
OK » BiEUH & -
Bt #R -

ZHEN - Bt HHMHEBAREMHGEZETNRE - £
iRt = A rywE » BIMXFA6T s - 8 —HEMDH
A 3 4 )RR A 2 By 2R R OR A - e BUAE S L0OB AR 2] - il 1T & A% &Y
i 3 B Y P Y 2R B  H iR M e 2 - O R BRI
R EES MM ERELTEEGRMLHL Y

T/ -

oA -
BHY -
B o FBTE - A2 AE T 3 2R R il A FR

fEH T o ByaT & 2
E- 2
Ui e
A& mac ik ¥ A8 WMAAERREEST KX FrFiE

Z e HEME - HE R (SR & & TEE — KB R E
A A P M BB R HOE 1610 2 FWYME &L - JR3e 2 3 M 22 g 35S (i

E/E

17.03.2012 p.42



VOEG I FERIR A A DI LR H B B M SR B LB EE K E S D EZ L E S
MZHEEKHEEEEEEEY
Legislative Council Select Committee to Study Mr LEUNG Chun-ying's Involvement as
a Member of the Jury in the West Kowloon Reclamation Concept Plan Competition and Related Issues

BEHEL :
AS o
EY &
Bt -
BEHRFEL -

£ OK:» KFEu DLEFAME...... HIAS...... B—1H...... B —X
FHREAILI0H ... 2001410 H 9H - AR (& 38 5 3% 2] 5% 7 Fe M &
A0 {r] e B0 £ i BE R Il BE AL B9 TAF - Elf ik - NEST ... s
EENHEAERINFANRM EEENMEE - BEF > TEEHR - 2
BXHETHEREME NN EF2HEHPLLE  FTEHEE -
MR EZE G L2 EE > EMMETE TIER -
#h T AN H B YRR 2 A Frefm & ey 48 > HAlE —
number[fE - HZE » ENNZEZTHES > HASEXHFRE
DR BFZEGIEHN — L #Hy - B H — 8 2= 4% 25 H sl il 9 59 ]
W HERMIBEBGSEFSESB  RBEMA2E T ... =
WHEM... B2 E FEHEZHEN REZERAERERE - &K
ML/ NOr - FTbL - ERERE - BEeR AR EHE
MHFEEE—-REHFHEX > HERMEBEBAESM - T2 Z&
Mr JOHNSONEH Professional Advisor » B[ HP{f B2 EERT ......

BAHEHA -
Mr Bill Lacy -

------ Mr Bill Lacy - #8 A i 2 B M i@ a0 ] BR A - P M #8 F 75
FEICAC: BB AN EMOE JH H R EZ LS W 5 - AL
FE1R2HEAF T GwmE L2 EFEL - LMK HEFEFTEE
W M E R ER SR EgRER LM ELER -

FERZHVTHIEE > HENLFF THERLENXER - KPR
ARARGE M H T - HETAA Wl A A e T — B

UEZEH "H BRI FAATEEZ2E > BRANEED

==
ZEEMATEERN IR RE2HE - "Dl EF& EAE®

17.03.2012 p.43



VOEG I FERIR A A DI LR H B B M SR B LB EE K E S D EZ L E S
MZHEEKHEEEEEEEY
Legislative Council Select Committee to Study Mr LEUNG Chun-ying's Involvement as
a Member of the Jury in the West Kowloon Reclamation Concept Plan Competition and Related Issues

A i E FHBH R A i BRI RE - FTLL o R RF AR E g RSN A
e 2] gtER o BIWl A BRER B EE - BlEdk kM eE
HEE R - INER G E R - 515 ] iy 28 f A Rz - B LA
e 8 A] AR Z O R B AL 16110 2 & (F i -

A
i o PR E -
Biiit#ER -

o o FAH R — B Mr Eric JOHNSON -  { £ Mr Eric
JOHNSONHY B it & F £ - 5 g 18 2] Ry (o] JE 17 3F 35 e 12 B AE AT
FACEE o HE R EBMENE - F—HWEE » B2
H25HIEFE...... IR EFEEE - POE AR EE ANEH 2

FE
Ak A o PR LHEE—H -
Mpr Eric JOHNSON:

Could I consult the work programme for the Jury, Mr Chairman, which
was in...it must be in this bundle. I do not know which document it is.

ET &
TN 175"
BHEHA
CENNES N E
ET &
...... BMEICEE -
My Eric JOHNSON:

Before answering, I just want to consult the work programme for the
Jury. I think it was attached to...
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completed declarations will be reviewed initially by the organizer
and Lord ROTHSCHILD on 24 February and be discussed at the
first Jury meeting on 25 February."
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TE
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Mpr Eric JOHNSON:

Mr Chairman, the adjudication process in fact had not been developed by
the Jury yet on that day, so that was one of the main items on the agenda. So,
there were other things like the Report by the Chairman of the Technical
Panel and consideration of that Report. That was all part of the Jury's
deliberations, although they had not actually got around to the adjudication of
entries that started the following day.
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Mr Eric JOHNSON:
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No, it was still, Mr Chairman, it was still part of the Jury's deliberations
including the development of the adjudication process, so in fact no minutes
were taken of any of the Jury's discussions, for the reasons I have explained,
on that day.
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Mr Eric JOHNSON:

Mr Chairman, in the interim, I cannot remember exactly what we were
doing at that time. But there was lot of follow-up work to the Competition in
terms of publicity and so on... prize presentations and so on. And I also had
to give top priority to preparing the Report of the Jury. So it might have
taken a little time for these things to be done and for me to be in a position to
write to Lord ROTHSCHILD on the Report of the Jury, but I...it was in the
same letter, in fact, that I wrote to him about the Report of the Jury and Mr
LEUNG's...sorry, no, it was not in the same...no, it was not in the same
letter...but I did have...these things to prepare and complete and I think that
accounts for the time gap.
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Mpr Eric JOHNSON:

Well, as I said, Mr Chairman, I did spend most of that time ... I am
pretty ... I mean it was long time ago now, but I am pretty sure that I spent
most of that time on the post-Competition publicity arrangements and drafting
the Report of the Jury. And I wrote to Lord ROTHSCHILD with the draft
Report, but it did take a little bit of time to finalize the Report for publication
on the Competition website because first, it was sent to Lord ROTHSCHILD
for his first look, and then it was ... Then, he gave agreement for it to be
circulated to the members. And then I had to seek comments from the
members and they did not all come in at the same time. And it was only
after they had all come in that I had to send the report back to Lord
ROTHSCHILD for approval to issue. So, these things all take time for
various reasons.
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Mpr Eric JOHNSON:

Well, Mr Chairman, I saw it as my duty. In fact, I recognized myself
that this was a potentially serious issue for the Jury, and I needed to inform Mr
TSANG. I think it did not matter who the Jury member concerned was, |
still would have gone in to inform him, and because this was obviously a
potentially serious matter.
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Mr Eric JOHNSON:

Mr Chairman, I did not have any expectation as to what Mr TSANG
would do. He is a very senior officer and it was really not for me to tell him

what to do. So, I just had to leave it to his best judgment to decide what to
do.
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Mpr Eric JOHNSON:

Mr Chairman, I felt that my first duty in fact was to report the matter to
Lord ROTHSCHILD, but I was of course in the office at the time and Lord
ROTHSCHILD was on his way to the City Hall. So at the time I did also
think it was my duty to report it to Mr TSANG, and by the way, when I I
am pretty sure that when I went to report to him, I must have shown him the
documents concerned because I did have them in hand, I am talking about Mr
LEUNG's declaration and the form filled in by the entrant. So it was really
for the Chairman of the Jury to follow up the matter, and really I was
informing Mr TSANG for his information initially for any additional action
that he might have thought necessary. So I did say in my statement that I
had to leave his office before he had actually spoken to Mr LEUNG. 1 only
recollected that he tried to reach him. 1 had to go down to talk to Lord
ROTHSCHILD, and if Mr TSANG actually spoke to Mr LEUNG, then I do
not know exactly when he did it although it was almost certainly before 9:30
when I reached the City Hall.
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Mpr Eric JOHNSON:

OK, Mr Chairman. As I understand it, the question was...who was the
first in the Jury to propose that the entry be disqualified...

Dr Hon LAM Tai-fai:
Yes.
Mpr Eric JOHNSON:

As 1 recall, well, there was...I think everyone was a little bit stunned
actually at this late-breaking event, if I can put it that way. [ think that the
only thing I can remember about it, in terms of who said anything about the
disqualification after Mr LEUNG had made his comments on the apparent
conflict that had arisen after being invited by Lord ROTHSCHILD to do so,
the only person I can remember who actually said anything - because, you
know, the Jury seemed to look at each other and, sort of, realize that, well, this
was a bit disappointing but there was only one solution really and that was to
disqualify the item and, I think, just to disqualify the entry rather - just before
then I remember that Mrs Selina CHOW who was actually sitting next to me,
sort of looked around and then looked at me and just said: "Oh, maybe just
disqualify it." You know, that was the only bit of conversation I can
remember on that particular point. In fact, the whole thing was over very
very quickly. Everybody, I think, knew that the situation required
disqualification and there was no other way forward. No members, as far as
I remember, tried to argue that the entry should not be disqualified and there
was a very quick consensus that the entry should be disqualified.
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Mr Eric JOHNSON:

As far as I remember, Mr Chairman, Mrs Selina CHOW's comment was
not couched in the form of a proposal or a suggestion. It was just...it was
just a comment. She just gave out the word "disqualify" and everybody, sort
of, looked at each other and thought: "Yes", you know. So it was
disqualified more or less immediately. It was not a formal proposal as such
from Mrs Selina CHOW, as I remember.
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Mr Eric JOHNSON:

Mr Chairman, I do not recall any other juror giving any comments of any
length at that particular point. I had no recollection at all whether Mr Patrick
LAU said anything at that point.
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Mr Eric JOHNSON:

Chairman, I have given an account in my statement as to how Mr
LEUNG's declaration problem was handled. First, I can briefly recount it if
Members wish me to. The first thing that happened was Lord
ROTHSCHILD drew Mr LEUNG and myself aside for discussion outside the
meeting room. It was only a short discussion. As I said in my statement,
Lord ROTHSCHILD asked Mr LEUNG or sought elaboration from Mr
LEUNG as to how this apparent conflict of interest had arisen and Mr
LEUNG in return explained to ROTHSCHILD how he had difficulty in
actually understanding how it could have arisen.

And then, the discussion, I think, did not go much further than that and
shortly afterwards, we returned to the Jury meeting room and, as far as I can
recall, Lord ROTHSCHILD opened the meeting and asked Mr LEUNG to say
something on this conflict of interest problem and, I think, as I recall, Mr
LEUNG just said much the same thing that he had some difficulty in
understanding how it could have occurred and he would like to look into the
matter further and provide further information to me on his company
directorships and so on.

The Jury did not really discuss those items. The point for the Jury at
that point was what to do with that particular entry. And as I have just
described earlier that they decided pretty quickly that it should be disqualified
and that it seemed to be the only course open. That was basically how it was
handled at that point in the meeting which was, I suppose, between 9:30 and
9:45, something like that.
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Mr Eric JOHNSON:

Mr Chairman, I have explained in paragraphs 11 to 15 about why there
were no minutes of the Jury's discussions. Briefly, we felt that this was an
independent jury of distinguished people who had been entrusted with
conducting the adjudication in a very impartial way and with good integrity.

We thought that it was very much in keeping with such an arrangement
that the Jury could complete its deliberations in closed session, and then they
would announce a verdict that would be respected. And, in the Competition
Document, it was provided that the assessment process would be carried out
in strict confidence, and that the decisions of the Jury would be final. So,
there was no expectation really that the discussion in the Jury would be
minuted. And, I believe that it was well understood by all concerned. No
one ever asked me for any minutes or to produce minutes or to do minutes.
So, I felt that that was the general understanding. That was not to say that
the Jury did not say anything about what they discussed.

In paragraph 15 of my statement, I mentioned that the Jury did record in
general terms a lot of what they discussed, particularly about the adjudication
criteria and process, how it selected the prize-winning entries and what their
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merits were. So, I felt that that was the proper approach or the normal
approach to the business of a high-powered jury.
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Mr Eric JOHNSON:

Mr Chairman, it was not the Administration who disqualified the entrant,
it was the independent Jury.
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Mr Eric JOHNSON:

Chairman, the Competition Document really only provided for
disqualification of the entrant in circumstances like this....there were not any
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provisions for anything else like jurors' withdrawal or anything like that, and
indeed in this case we are discussing the Chairman did not ask the juror to
withdraw or consider any further actions against the juror. The Jury's
decision was simply to disqualify the entrant and that was the end of it.
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Mr Eric JOHNSON:

To the best of my recollection, no, he did not. Because he...I think he
was very fully occupied in introducing the five winning entries.
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My Eric JOHNSON:

Well, Chairman, this report was a report of the independent Jury, and 1
had the honour of drafting this report and submitting it to Lord
ROTHSCHILD and the Jury members. 1 did not submit it within the
Administration, because it was not the Administration's report; it was the
Jury's report, and so had to be submitted to them for comments and
finalization.
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Mpr Eric JOHNSON:

Well, Mr Chairman, as I made clear in the paper, in my statement, this
Report was drafted for members of the Jury, and they were very content with
its contents. We did invite comments on the text...it was only a draft text.
One member did make some comments, Mr BROOKE, I think it was. But
the others did not make any comments, and I think if any of them had thought
that it was the right thing to do to say more in that paragraph, then it was
something which could have been considered in the drafting, but it did not
work that way, it did not happen that way, and so that was the way paragraph
19 ended up being written.
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Mr Eric JOHNSON:

Mr Chairman, it did seem to me that the thirteenth disqualification
relating to the conflict of interest was covered by the wordings "specific
non-technical respects." It seems that the Jury was content with that, so that
was how it became written.
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Mr Eric JOHNSON:

No, Mr Chairman, I did not have that concern when I wrote that
paragraph. Mr LEE's comments are rather speculative, I would say. As it
is...I can only repeat that the Jury was content with the formulation used in
paragraph 19.

FKhEFR -

ERFE - HEMERSCE X BEELEg L EX - Fk
HERAMAEAEGEGR  BER  (RHMMERMITRKLE
fr i £ % Lord ROTHSCHILDHFR K » R A 1= A 2l - H'E
WM EE — M EFELEIEER - A — 2y &k —1(#
APEZERREAMN R IR AH RN E  TERERERMES
[T

TE
7 S A
Mr Eric JOHNSON:

Well, I am not quite sure that I understand the question correctly, but,
anyway, I mean, Lord ROTHSCHILD was fully aware of the disqualification
and the circumstances surrounding it, so if he felt that it needed to be
mentioned in more detail, in...either in the Jury Report, or in any other forum,
then he would have said so. He was very experienced in Jury business
matters.
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Yes, Mr Chairman.
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Mr Eric JOHNSON:

Mr Chairman, the job in front of me at the time was to draft the report
for the Jury. When I was dealing with the disqualifications, one
disqualification was related to conflict of interest. It was still just a
disqualification of an entry. And I do not think that it needed to be
highlighted specifically in the Jury Report as something separate from the
other twelve. They were just grouped together as a group of entries which
were disqualified. And I think it was fair enough to draft it that way for Jury
members' consideration. [ cannot really speculate on the rest of Mr LEE's
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question really, because although I certainly agree that we have to be fair and
open and so on, this report was drafted for the independent Jury and they took
the view that this form of wording was acceptable. So I was content with
that.
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Mpr Eric JOHNSON:

Yes, Mr Chairman, OK ... Yes, we got these 161 entries by September
2001. I have taken actually great lengths to explain in my statement what
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happened between the receipt of the entries around that time anyway to the
time when we issued the declaration forms to the members.

Basically, when I took over the job, I thought no work had been done up
to that point on the question of declaration of interest. Possibly because it
was not an item mentioned in the Competition Document, and therefore had
not attracted my predecessor's attention very much up to that point. But I
recognized immediately that something had to be done. And I spent an
inordinate amount of time, in fact, on developing the process for the conflict
of interest exercise, developing the form for the declaration and consulting the
Professional Advisor, consulting the ICAC, and all of this did take us into
February.

It was not until all that work had been done that we were in a position to
issue the forms to the members of the Jury. In the light of the experience
that we had with issuing the forms to the members of the Technical Panel, we
issued to them first and we felt that it was quite a successful exercise, so we
extended that to the Jury.

As regards why the form was...why the members of the Jury apparently
had just a fairly short time to complete it, was... I felt by that time, it was a
very simple form to complete actually, and it did not require, or should not
have required a lot of research on the part of the declarant. 1 felt that
anybody who was in pretty good contact with his family members and
employees and close business associates, or if he was running a business,
anybody who knew what was actually going on in his businesses or was in
control of the situation, could complete the form pretty easily and pretty
quickly.

And so, in fact, that was how it turned out. [ mean members of the Jury
completed the form... eight of them completed it by the 24™ in time for the
first sight of the declaration by Lord ROTHSCHILD, the Chairman at the
preparatory meeting that we had on that Sunday.

And that weekend was in fact a working weekend for all of us involved
in the Competition Team, and because we were setting up all the boards and
so on at the City Hall for the jurors to look at, and the jurors were required to
come in over the weekend and spend some time looking at the 161 entrants.

So, I think members in fact did have quite enough time to complete it
and nobody complained to me that they did not have enough time at that time.
So, I thought members completed it and that was the end of it. No particular
problems.
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Mpr Eric JOHNSON:

Mr Chairman, I really cannot comment on the last part of Dr LEUNG's
question there. But if I may, I would like to comment on the supplementary
points she put to Bosco FUNG. This was relating to the question of why the
sealed envelopes were not opened earlier. And I have set that out in
paragraphs 45 to 49 of my statement. Opening the sealed envelopes earlier
really entailed a fair bit of risk because we were very much concerned to
maintain the anonymity of entrants and the confidentiality of the process and
SO on.

So we actually put a lot of stress on maintaining the anonymity of the
entrants. If those sealed envelopes had been opened so that members of the
Technical Panel could have seen who had entered the Competition, that would
have been, in my view, quite imprudent on my part and even irresponsible on
my part because it would have posed a significant risk I think. I mean I trust
the members of the Technical Panel but, never mind, when you produce a list
like that there is always a possibility of a breach of anonymity and anonymity
was a very important aspect of the competition rules. So, a conscious
decision was taken to keep those sealed envelopes sealed and the time came to
open some of them after the Jury had adjudicated and the provisional prize
winners were known.

So that was when those particular envelopes were unsealed. And I
really feel that it was the correct thing to do, to keep those envelopes sealed to
preserve the anonymity and to preserve the integrity of the Competition.
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Mr Eric JOHNSON:

Well, Mr Chairman, with respect ... I do not think that it is for Dr
LEUNG to say that a particular entrant should have been disqualified. It was
really up to the Jury to make that decision based on the recommendation of
the Technical Panel.
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Mr Eric JOHNSON:

Mr Chairman, I think that I have explained earlier that we did in fact
consult our Professional Advisor before discussing it with or writing to the
ICAC. But before that, we had gone through quite a long process of internal
consideration and I took the trouble of setting all of that out in the statement
so that members would understand the consideration that we gave to this
question and how it was not something which, you know we could not just
pick this form off the shelf. We had to start from scratch, really think about
how to give effect to the provisions in the Competition Document on
ineligibility and so on.

So it was not a sort of "quick quick" process, it was something which
had to be thought through. We went through that process in consultation
with the Professional Advisor and ICAC. 1 think we did it pretty
expeditiously. 1 do not think that it was unduly late. But we had to do it
before the Technical Panel started convening. And we did that. It was not
late for that. Then we applied it to the Jury in reasonable time. So I do not
think that we were dilatory in any way in producing these forms or in dealing
with the subject generally of the declaration of interests.
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Mr Eric JOHNSON:

0

Mr Chairman, it was a discussion in our Competition Team. We did
not consciously go out and consult other members of the Administration.
Actually Mr Chairman, you asked me in your very first question who was in
my Competition Team. Somehow I did not get around to answering that. I
was assisted by people from the Architectural Services Department, the
Leisure and Cultural Services Department, Planning Department. All of
these people were not Administrative Officers. They were departmental
officers and they had experience of...only some of them had experience of
this sort of thing before. So there was a reasonable pool of experience
available to us to work out some arrangements which would be consistent
with the requirements, the ineligibility requirements in paragraph 19, I think,
of the Competition Document.
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Mr Eric JOHNSON:

OK. In so far as the date of Mr Lacy's reply, I do not have it
immediately at hand, but it was before 18 October 2001 which was mentioned
in paragraph 25 of my statement.
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Mr Eric JOHNSON:

Shortly before that.
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Mpr Eric JOHNSON:

Mr Chairman, I think Mr Lacy's advice really reflected the general
practice in this sort of area. 1 am sure that the Jury members certainly
expected to sign, as Mr Lacy put it, "a binding agreement of confidentiality
and conflict of interest notification", such as the one I had developed. So it
was no surprise at all to the Jury members that they had to sign this form.
So there was no problem with that, I think, from their point of view.

E/E
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Mr Eric JOHNSON:

Mr Chairman, as I recall, the Jury itself discussed and worked out how to
go about its voting procedures and all the different rounds they wanted to
do...... rounds of voting. And, it started off by...... I think it was Lord
ROTHSCHILD started off by inviting members to select five...... to select
five...... yes, but Mr LEUNG of course would not be...... he was going to be
absent with apologies on the next morning. So, I think he submitted...... he
had a long list actually which was more like 18 or something. He had a long
list of entries that he liked and because Mr LEUNG could not be available the
next morning, the question for the Jury Chairman was, well, "What do we do
with Mr LEUNG's list?" And, it was eventually decided after the Jury had
considered this. At least the members who were present had considered their
own preferences. It was decided that Mr LEUNG's preferences should be
addressed in the way of allowing, I think, it was the seven which should have
been voted for already by other members. So, it totally disregarded the other
eleven on his list. You know, that decision, I think, was made by Lord
ROTHSCHILD in discussion and everyone was happy with that.
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Mpr Eric JOHNSON:

Chairman, yes, that weekend was the time when we had the competition
entries on display, so that the Jury members could come and look at them. 1
think many of the members, if they had not already given me their
declarations, actually brought them along to this viewing session when they
came to see the entries. So, by that time, I pretty quickly accumulated, by
the morning of the 24™ of February, eight of the 10 that I was expecting, as I
explained in paragraph 30.
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Mr Eric JOHNSON:

Well, the entries were available for viewing on both days.
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H 7 ST A
Mpr Eric JOHNSON:

It was a short time, Mr Chairman, but I had explained before that |
thought it was reasonable.
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Mr Eric JOHNSON:

Yes, that is correct, Mr Chairman.
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Mpr Eric JOHNSON:

Mr Chairman, to the best of my recollection, they brought along the
forms that I had sent them.

RERBA -
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Mr Eric JOHNSON:

Mr Chairman, I did not really compare one juror's declaration with
another juror's declaration. It was....you know these were individual
declarations.
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Mr Eric JOHNSON:

Mr Chairman, I have explained in...let me see...paragraph 33 in my
statement that when Mr LEUNG's declaration came to hand, I really only had
time for a quick look at the two forms, Mr LEUNG 's and Professor LAU's,
and my focus then was whether any company's name had been entered in
section (b) or section (e), because that was the most important thing for the
Jury because it would have triggered potential conflict of interest. And I
reported that I think that everything appeared to be in order as far as that was
concerned. The fact that Mr LEUNG had apparently declared that he was
not a director and so on of any company then, that was not of really immediate
importance for the Jury, the thing that was important for the Jury was the
question of section (b) and section (e) on conflict of interest.
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Mr Eric JOHNSON:

Mr Chairman, I think probably the answer to that question is "yes".
And T would have, in fact probably have had more time and been able to
notice that, and been able to raise it with the person concerned, if the person
concerned had been able to submit it by, if not the 23™ then the 24™ when we
had the first run-through of this declaration with the Chairman at the
preparatory meeting.
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Mr Eric JOHNSON:

Mr Chairman, I was not aware of that, if it was a fact.
FE

OK -
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Mpr Eric JOHNSON:

Mr Chairman, I really do not think I can answer that question very well.
Because it is...I have to rely on Professor Patrick LAU's declaration. And I
do not claim any great knowledge of the individual juror's business connection,
or anything like that. I was aware of Mr C Y LEUNG's connection with
DTZ because we were writing to him. But with Mr Patrick LAU, it was
probably different.
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Mr Eric JOHNSON:

Mr Chairman, I have no reason to look at it in either way.
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