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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL BRIEF 

Legislation Publication Ordinance (Cap. 614) 

Legislation Publication (Revision) Order 2012 

INTRODUCTION 
 
 The Legislation Publication Ordinance (Cap. 614) (“LPO”) was 
enacted in June 2011. In exercise of the power conferred by section 17 
of the LPO, the Secretary for Justice has made the Legislation 
Publication (Revision) Order 2012 (the “Order”) at the Annex

 

. The 
purpose of the Order is to make amendments to various Ordinances to 
ensure that the statute book is accurate, up-to-date and accords with 
current legislative drafting practices. 

 
JUSTIFICATIONS 
 
2. The power to make revisions to Ordinances helps enhance the 
readability of our legislation, secure uniformity in expression across the 
statute book and facilitate the substitution of  words or expressions 
indicating gender or that could be taken to indicate gender with 
gender-neutral ones. The revision regime will be regularly used as an 
efficient mechanism to improve and modernize the statute book in 
accordance with the prevailing drafting conventions. 
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THE ORDER 
 
3. The Order makes alterations to different Ordinances for the 
purpose of securing uniformity in expression. For example, the word 
“hoisting” in section 10F(d) of the Pilotage Ordinance (Cap. 84) is 
replaced by “issue” so as to be consistent with other similar provisions. 
The Order also substitutes “province of Kwangtung” with “Guangdong 
Province”, and “province of Kwangsi” or “Guangxi Autonomous Region” 
with “Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region” in a number of shipping 
regulations for consistency. The term “留產院” is adopted as the Chinese 
equivalent for “maternity home” in item 13 of Schedule 2 to the 
Smoking (Public Health) Ordinance (Cap. 371) so as to be in line with 
section 2 of that Ordinance. 
 
4. Amendments are also made to the Laws (Loose-leaf Publication) 
Ordinance 1990 (51 of 1990) (“Loose-leaf Ordinance”) by changing 
“shall” to “must”, and “shall be deemed” to “is deemed”. This is to accord 
with current legislative drafting practices and to secure uniformity in 
expressing an obligation by using “must” and expressing a deeming 
provision by using “is deemed”. 
 
5. The opportunity is also taken to alter the form or arrangement 
of a few lists of countries to facilitate searching. For example, “Republic 
of Korea” is rearranged as “Korea, Republic of” and grouped under “K” 
as a reader usually goes to “K” rather than “R” to locate “Korea”. The 
rearrangement is also in line with the practices adopted in some other 
common law jurisdictions. 
 
6. The Order also makes gender-neutral amendments to the 
Loose-leaf Ordinance, the Guardianship of Minors Ordinance (Cap. 13) 
(“GMO”) and the Attachment of Income Order Rules (Cap. 13 sub. leg. A) 
(the “Rules”). The Loose-leaf Ordinance is gender-neutralized by 
replacing “he” with “the Secretary for Justice”. All unnecessary 
gender-specific words or expressions in the GMO and the Rules are 
substituted by gender-neutral ones. The amendments are necessary to 
ensure consistency within GMO on the commencement of the 
Guardianship of Minors (Amendment) Ordinance 2012 (1 of 2012). The 
Department of Justice has already committed to making the 
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amendments by way of a revision order in a letter 1

 

 to the Bills 
Committee on the Guardianship of Minors (Amendment) Bill 2011. The 
gender-neutral amendments in the Rules also cover the English text of 
a number of court forms, including changing “HIS HONOUR” to 
“HIS/HER HONOUR” and “MR. JUSTICE” to “MR./MADAM JUSTICE”. 

 
LEGISLATIVE TIMETABLE 
 
7. The legislative timetable is as follows: 
 

Publication in the Gazette 
 

4 May 2012 

Tabling in the Legislative Council 9 May 2012 
 

Commencement 
 

29 June 2012 

 
IMPLICATIONS 
 
8. The Order is in conformity with the Basic Law, including the 
provisions concerning human rights. It has no economic, 
environmental, sustainability, productivity, financial or civil service 
implications. The Order does not affect the binding effect of the 
Ordinances and subsidiary legislation being amended. 
 
 
CONSULTATION 
 
9. We briefed the Legislative Council Panel on Administration of 

Justice and Legal Services on the proposal to make the Order on 26 

March 2012.  

 
 
 
 
 
                                                 
1 Please see paragraph (f) of LC Paper No. CB (2) 225/11-12 (01). 
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PUBLICITY 
 
10.   A spokesperson will be available to answer enquiries. 
 
 
ENQUIRIES 
 
11. Any enquiries on this brief can be addressed to Ms. Leonora Ip, 
Senior Assistant Law Draftsman, Law Drafting Division, Department of 
Justice, at Tel. No. 2867 2405. 
 
 
 
Department of Justice 
30 April 2012  
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