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Mr Kenneth LEUNG : Thank you, Mr Chairman. Madam Chief Secretary,
I have two questions in relation to the population policy. In your briefing
paper to the Council - in paragraph 3(b) - it says "the local fertility rate has
remained persistently low", in fact, "for the past two decades". I would like
to ask the Government, since the fertility rate has been so low for the past two
decades, what measures has the Government adopted for the past two decades
to encourage people to reproduce more? In fact, some of the voters in my
constituency have always mentioned to me that there are two big
considerations whether to raise a child in Hong Kong — one is education, the
other is housing. There is also a suggestion put to me that, apart from giving
tax allowance to married couples, will the Government consider giving cash
subsidies to families who have newly born babies? That is my first question.

The second question is a very core issue which I don't know whether the
Government has already answered. In fact, some of my voters have put
forward this proposal to me that Hong Kong does not provide a conducive
environment for reproduction. Put it in simple terms, married couples do not
want to have sex that frequently, because of work stress and living
environment. These are my two questions, thank you.

R BB EAE K -

The Chief Secretary for Administration: Well, let me answer the second
question first, which is, I don't have an answer. 1 think this is a very personal
matter on what sort of environment is more conducive to reproduction.

As far as the first question is concerned, Mr LEUNG has raised various
suggestions on how any Government could interfere or intervene to help boost
fertility rates. For the time being, we are open-minded. Over the previous
years, we have done several things, in terms of tax allowances for children, for
first-borns. We have also lengthened the maternity leave and introduced the
paternity leave and so on. But of course, at the end of the day, it's really a
personal choice. I know that most parents these days, or most people these
days, are worried about education and housing, which makes it very difficult
for them to raise a family. So, many of them prefer keeping a pet — I was
told by my peers.

But, as far as the work of the Steering Committee is concerned, we are
open-minded. And in fact, we realize that this is a topic that perhaps needs
some overseas references. So, the Central Policy Unit has been asked to
undertake a study to look at overseas countries' experiences in how they can,
through Government measures of course, help to boost the local fertility rates.
And so, if Mr LEUNG's voters have other bright ideas for us, we are more
than happy to receive them. Thank you.
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Mr Kenneth LEUNG : Chairman, Madam Chief Secretary, 1 think in
paragraph 4(c), you have said, "manpower shortage is not only an issue of

'quantity’ but also 'quality"'. I think by only having organic growth within a
population, that is the principal guarantee of a quality population because it is

organic, it's not import, so we have the quality control here. Thank you.
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