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Operation of the Executive Council

Hon James TIEN Pei-chun (Oral reply)

Quite a number of members of the public have relayed
to me that in terms of functions, roles and status, the
present Executive Council (“ExCo”) is nothing like the
then ExCo before the introduction of the
“Accountability System for Principal Officials” in 2002
and the ExCo during the governance of the British Hong
Kong Government. There are also members of the
public raising queries about the current operation of the
ExCo, e.g. a regular meeting has been cancelled recently
because of no agenda item, a Non-official Member has
been granted leave of absence for over half a year, and
another Non-official Member has resigned on the
ground that he is “under police investigation”. In this
connection, will the Government inform this Council:

(@) whether it has assessed if the aforesaid situations
of ExCo have arisen because selection of ExCo
Members is not prudent enough or the support
for the ExCo is not comprehensive; if it has
assessed, of the details; if not, the reasons for
that;

(b) whether it has assessed if the existing functions,
roles and status of the ExCo have deviated from
the requirements under the Basic Law (in
particular Articles 54 to 56), and how such
aspects compare with those of the then ExCo
before the introduction of the Accountability
System for Principal Officials and the ExCo
during the governance of the British Hong Kong
Government; and

(c) whether currently there are arrangements for
policies to be first discussed at an informal
meeting comprising several ExCo Members
before their submission to the ExCo for
discussion and decision; if there are such
arrangements, of the membership of that
informal meeting; and the average number of



hours of ExCo meeting per week since the
inauguration of the incumbent Government?
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Assisting small and medium enterprises in
using information technology

Hon Andrew LEUNG Kwan-yuen (Oral reply)

Some members of the information technology (“IT”)
industry have relayed to me that the application of
information and communications technology is of
particular importance to small and medium enterprises
(“SMEs”) as it helps them improve workflow, enhance
the efficiency of business operations and service
standards, as well as boost their competitiveness. The
cloud technology, which has become increasingly
popular recently, may even help SMEs adopt IT
application systems that are suitable for their scales of
operation via the Internet and mobile networks with low
start-up costs. However, many SMEs are still sceptical
about accessing IT services via cloud computing, and
they are particularly concerned about the security
problems with cloud computing. In this connection,
will the Government inform this Council:

(@) whether the authorities have new measures to
promote the wuse of information and
communications technology by SMEs; if they
have, of the relevant measures; if not, the
reasons for that;

(b) regarding the potential risks in information
security of cloud computing, how the authorities
help SMEs understand and remove such risks;
and

(c) as the authorities have indicated that they are
cooperating with the Hong Kong Productivity
Council in studying ways to help SMEs adopt
cloud computing services for enhancing
operational  efficiency,  productivity  and
customer services, of the details of the study and
the expected time when the relevant measures
can be launched to help SMESs?
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Provision of barrier-free facilities in schools

Dr Hon Kenneth CHAN Ka-lok (Written Reply)

In recent years, mainstream primary and secondary
schools (“mainstream schools”) in Hong Kong have tied
in with the policy on integrated education and admitted
students with special educational needs (including
students with disabilities). Regarding the provision of
barrier-free facilities for use by students in the premises
of various primary and secondary schools in Hong
Kong, will the Government inform this Council:

(a)

(b)

of the number of premises of mainstream
schools in Hong Kong and whether it knows,
among such school premises, the respective
numbers of those which have been provided
with the following barrier-free facilities:

) lifts;

(i) lifts meeting the standards for use by
wheelchair users;

(iii) ramps for use by wheelchair users;

(iv) toilets for persons with disabilities that
meet the relevant standards:;

(v) barrier-free facilities to assist persons with
visual impairment; and

(vi) barrier-free facilities to assist persons with
hearing impairment;

whether mainstream schools are required, in
carrying out major alteration or maintenance
works in their premises, to install various kinds
of barrier-free facilities according to the latest
design guidelines relating to barrier-free
facilities issued by the Buildings Department; if
they are required to do so, of the implementation
details; if they are not required to do so, the
reasons for that; of the number of school
premises in which additional barrier-free
facilities were installed in the course of
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(d)

alteration or maintenance works in the past three
years, and the details of such works;

If it knows whether there were cases in the past
three school years in which students with
disabilities were not admitted or forced to
change schools because the barrier-free facilities
in the schools concerned were inadequate; if
there were such cases, of the number of cases in
each school year and the details; during the same
period, whether there were any students with
disabilities seeking assistance from the
authorities and organizations such as the Equal
Opportunities Commission, etc. because the
barrier-free facilities in their schools were
inadequate; if there were, of the respective
numbers of cases in each school year and the
details; and

whether the authorities will formulate work
plans to comprehensively improve the
barrier-free facilities in the premises of all
mainstream schools in Hong Kong; if they
will, of the details; if not, the reasons for that?



