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Motion passed under agenda item "Issues arising from the Public
Policy Research Funding Scheme - Follow-up to special meeting
on 21 February 2013" at the meeting on 11 March 2013
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Wording of the Motion

(Translation)

That given that the Central Policy Unit had announced unilaterally in
November 2012, without any prior consultation, the resumption of its
funding authority under the Public Policy Research Funding Scheme
which was originally entrusted to the Research Grants Council
("RGC") while the beneficiaries, approval mechanism and operation
mode of the Scheme were also altered subsequently, this Panel
considers that this blatantly rude move of the Central Policy Unit has
violated its original pledges without sound justifications; moreover, in
the absence of sufficient consultation, the changes introduced to the
funding mechanism may arouse suspicion of damaging academic
autonomy, which could result in academic research being manipulated
by the Government to publicize it policies; this Panel considers this
move of the Central Policy Unit extremely inappropriate and expresses
grave dismay at it.

That this Panel urges the Central Policy Unit to withdraw its decision
on the resumption of its funding authority by entrusting afresh such
authority to RGC, allowing RGC to continue to be responsible for the
funding work of the current round of the Public Policy Research
Funding Scheme until 2015; this Panel considers that the Central
Policy Unit should conduct public consultation exercises if it intends to
explore the need and the way of improving the implementation of the
Scheme.

That this Panel also urges the University Grants Committee, including
RGC, and various institutions to safeguard steadfastly academic
autonomy and freedom and to actively further promote local public
policy research.

(Moved by Hon IP Kin-yuen)



