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Purpose  
 
1. This paper invites the House Committee to consider the nomination 
and election procedure for Members of the Legislative Council ("LegCo") 
to be nominated to serve on the following advisory/governing bodies:  

 
(i) Disaster Relief Fund Advisory Committee; 
(ii) Po Leung Kuk Advisory Board; 
(iii) Tung Wah Group of Hospitals Advisory Board; 
(iv) Council of The Chinese University of Hong Kong 

("CUHK Council"); and 
(v) Court of the University of Hong Kong ("HKU 

Court"). 
 
 
Functions and composition of the advisory/governing bodies 
 
Disaster Relief Fund Advisory Committee 
 
2. The Disaster Relief Fund was established on 1 December 1993 by 
resolution under the Public Finance Ordinance (Cap. 2) to provide a 
mechanism to enable the Government to act quickly to provide aid in 
relief of disasters that occur outside Hong Kong.  The resolution 
provides, inter alia, for the appointment of the Disaster Relief Fund 
Advisory Committee to advise the Financial Secretary on disbursements 
from the Fund.  The terms of reference of the Advisory Committee are 
detailed in Appendix I. 
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3. The Disaster Relief Fund Advisory Committee is chaired by the 
Chief Secretary for Administration and comprises, among others, the 
Secretary for Financial Services and the Treasury, the Secretary for 
Labour and Welfare, two Members of the Executive Council and two 
LegCo Members.  The term of office of the LegCo Members nominated 
to serve on the Advisory Committee corresponds with that of the LegCo 
term.  The Advisory Committee meets as and when required.  
  
Pok Leung Kuk Advisory Board 
Tung Wah Group of Hospitals Advisory Board 
 
4. The Po Leung Kuk Advisory Board was established under the Po 
Leung Kuk Ordinance (Cap. 1040) to advise the Po Leung Kuk Board of 
Directors on matters affecting the Kuk and its administration.  The 
duties and composition of the Advisory Board, as set out in paragraph 18 
of the Schedule to the Ordinance, are detailed in Appendix II.  The 
Advisory Board consists of not more than 15 persons and the Chairman is 
the Secretary for Home Affairs.  In accordance with paragraph 18(2)(e), 
one person shall be nominated by LegCo Members from among their own 
number as an ex officio member of the Advisory Board. 
 
5. The Tung Wah Group of Hospitals Advisory Board was established 
under the Tung Wah Group of Hospitals Ordinance (Cap. 1051) to advise 
the Tung Wah Group of Hospitals Board of Directors on matters affecting 
the Group and its administration.  The duties and composition of the 
Advisory Board, as set out in paragraph 19 of the Schedule to the 
Ordinance, are detailed in Appendix III.  The Advisory Board consists 
of not more than 14 persons and the Chairman is also the Secretary for 
Home Affairs.  As provided in paragraph 19(2)(c), one person shall be 
nominated by LegCo Members from among their own number as an ex 
officio member of the Advisory Board.   
 
6. The term of office of the LegCo Members nominated to serve on 
the two Advisory Boards corresponds with that of the LegCo term. 
 
CUHK Council 
 
7. Under Statute 11.1(l) of The Chinese University of Hong Kong 
Ordinance (Cap. 1109) ("CUHK Ordinance"), the University Council 
shall consist of, among others, three persons elected by LegCo Members 
from among their own number.  Under Statute 11.4, the term of office is 
three years.  The election of LegCo Members to serve on the CUHK 
Council for the fourth year will therefore be conducted again in the last 
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session of the Fifth LegCo.  Statute 11.4 also provides that a Member 
will cease to hold office if he or she ceases to be a LegCo Member during 
the term of office.  According to section 7(a) of the CUHK Ordinance, 
the CUHK Council is the governing and executive body of the University.  
The University Council meets several times a year.  The powers, duties 
and composition of the University Council, as provided in section 7 of the 
CUHK Ordinance and paragraphs 1 and 8 of Statute 11, are in 
Appendix IV. 
 
HKU Court and Council 
 
8. Under Statute XV 1.(d) of the University of Hong Kong Ordinance 
(Cap. 1053) ("HKU Ordinance"), the University Court shall consist of, 
among others, five persons elected by LegCo Members from among their 
own number.  Statute XV 9 provides that a Member shall be deemed to 
have resigned from the University Court if he or she ceases to be a LegCo 
Member during the term of office.  The HKU Court which is the 
supreme advisory body of the University normally meets once a year in 
December and most business is conducted by circulation of papers.  The 
composition and powers of the University Court, as provided in Statutes 
XV and XVII of the HKU Ordinance respectively, are in Appendix V. 
 
9. In accordance with a resolution passed by the HKU Council 
in June 20111, the five Members elected to serve on the HKU Court will 
make a nomination from among themselves for consideration by the 
HKU Council for appointment as its member.  The HKU Council is the 
governing body of the University.  The composition and powers of the 
HKU Council, as provided in Statutes XVIII and XIX of the HKU 
Ordinance respectively, are in Appendix VI.  As the appointment of a 
LegCo Member to the HKU Council on a personal basis is conditional on 
his/her membership in the Court, the Member should resign from the 
office as a member of the HKU Council upon the cessation of his/her 
membership in the HKU Court. 

                                                 
1  According to the resolution, the HKU Council would invite one of the five LegCo 

Members in the HKU Court to be a member of the Council under 
Statute XVIII 1.(b), i.e. "6 persons, not being students or employees of the 
University, appointed by the Council", on the understanding that the appointment 
should be on a personal basis.  While the HKU Council should have full 
discretion on the Member to be invited from amongst the five LegCo Members for 
membership appointment, it would take into consideration possible suggestions 
from these Members in making its decision. 
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10. In accordance with Statute XV 5 and Statute XVIII 2 of the HKU 
Ordinance, Members elected to serve on the HKU Court and the Member 
appointed by the HKU Council shall hold office for three years.  The 
election and nomination of LegCo Members to serve on these two bodies 
for the fourth year will therefore be conducted again in the last session of 
the Fifth LegCo. 
 
 
Nomination and election procedure 
 
11. It is recommended that the following nomination and election 
procedure which is largely based on that adopted in the past four terms of 
the Legislative Council be adopted: 
 

(a) the nomination and election of Members for appointment to 
the five advisory/governing bodies as set out in paragraph 1 
above shall be conducted at a meeting of the House 
Committee, the date of which shall be appointed by the 
House Committee; 

 
(b) a valid nomination shall be made orally by a Member, 

seconded by at least one other Member who should not be 
the Member being nominated, and accepted by the Member 
being nominated.  A Member who nominates a Member 
who is absent from the meeting when the nomination is 
made may only do so if the former states that the absent 
Member's acceptance of the nomination has been secured;   

 
(c) if the number of nominations exceeds that required for 

appointment, a poll shall be taken at the House Committee 
meeting at which the election is conducted; and Members 
shall cast their votes by using the Electronic Voting System.  
A Member may vote for as many nominees as, but not more 
than, the number required for appointment.  If a Member 
has voted for the number of nominees which exceeds the 
number required for appointment, the vote(s) which the 
Member has cast in excess of the required number will not 
be counted.  The nominees who get the highest numbers of 
votes will be declared elected; 

 
(d) in cases where a nominee would have been elected but for 

there being one or more other nominees having been given 
the same number of votes, a separate poll shall be taken in 
respect of that nominee and such other nominee(s) in 
accordance with the manner of election provided in 
paragraph 11(c) above; and 
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(e) if, after a separate poll is held under paragraph 11(d) above, 

there is still a nominee who would have been elected but for 
there being one or more other nominees having been given 
the same number of votes, lots shall be drawn by the 
Chairman of the House Committee among such nominees to 
determine which of them will take up the remaining 
place/places. 

 
12. As the President is also a LegCo Member who is eligible for 
appointment to these bodies, his view has been sought separately on the 
content of this paper.  His view is that he would agree to the proposed 
nomination and election procedure provided that it is agreed by members 
of the House Committee. 
 
 
Date of election 
 
13. Subject to Members' agreement to the nomination and election 
procedure, it is proposed that Members be invited to make the following 
nominations at the meeting of the House Committee on 19 October 2012 
for the purpose of electing – 
 

(a) two Members to serve on the Disaster Relief Fund Advisory 
Committee; 

(b) one Member to serve on the Po Leung Kuk Advisory Board; 
(c) one Member to serve on the Tung Wah Group of Hospitals 

Advisory Board; 
(d) three Members to serve on the CUHK Council; and 
(e) five Members to serve on the HKU Court. 

 
14. The names of the Members elected in the Fourth LegCo to these 
advisory or governing bodies and their attendance records are in 
Appendix VII for Members' reference.  In the Fourth LegCo, Hon 
Abraham SHEK was nominated by the five LegCo Members elected to 
serve on the HKU Court in October 2011 for appointment as member of 
the HKU Council.  His attendance record is also in Appendix VII for 
Members' reference. 
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Advice sought 
 
15. Members are invited to – 
 

(a) endorse the nomination and election procedure proposed in 
paragraph 11 above; and 

 
(b) endorse the nomination and election detailed in paragraph 13 

to take place at the House Committee meeting on 19 October 
2012. 

 

 

Council Business Division 2 
Legislative Council Secretariat 
11 October 2012 



Appendix I 
 
 
 

Disaster Relief Fund Advisory Committee 
 

Terms of reference 
 

 
1.  To advise on the policy and practices regarding the 

disbursements from the Disaster Relief Fund for disaster relief 
outside the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region. 
 

2.  To advise on the awards of grants of specified amounts from the 
Disaster Relief Fund to specified recipients. 
 

3.  To monitor the use of grants by the recipients of the 
disbursements from the Disaster Relief Fund. 

 



Appendix II 
 

Extract from Po Leung Kuk Ordinance (Cap. 1040) 
 

X X X X X X X X 

 

18. Advisory board 
 

(1) There shall be an advisory board whose duty shall be to advise the 
directors on any matter affecting the corporation or its administration. 

(2) The advisory board shall consist of not more than 15 persons of whom 
the following shall be ex officio members- 

(a) the Secretary for Home Affairs, who shall be chairman; 
(Amended L.N. 67 of 1985; L.N. 262 of 1989) 

(b) the Secretary for Labour and Welfare;  (Amended L.N. 18 of 
1983; L.N. 106 of 2002; L.N. 130 of 2007) 

(c) the Director of Social Welfare; 
(d) 1 person nominated by the Members of the Executive Council, 

other than Official Members, from among their own number;  
(Replaced 67 of  1987 s. 2. Amended 4 of 2000 s. 3) 

(e) 1 person nominated by the Members of the Legislative Council 
from among their own number;  (Replaced 67 of 1987 s. 2. 
Amended 80 of 1997 s. 45) 

(f) the immediate past chairman of the board. 
(3) The following persons shall also be members of the advisory board- 

(a) not more than 8 persons appointed by the Chief Executive, who 
shall hold office for a period of not more than 3 years and shall 
be eligible for re-appointment;  (Amended 4 of 2000 s. 3) 

(b) 1 person elected by the board from the persons who in the year  
preceding the year in respect of which he is elected were 
directors, who shall hold office for a period of 1 year. 

(4) The advice of the advisory board shall be given at a joint meeting of 
the board and the advisory board, such joint meetings shall be called by the chairman- 

(a) when the chairman so requires; 
(b) when the board desires the advice of the advisory board; 
(c) whenever the advisory board gives the chairman notice in 

writing that it desires to discuss with the board any specified 
matter affecting the corporation or its administration. 

(5) The chairman shall give the directors and the members of the advisory 
board at least 4 clear days' notice in writing of any such joint meeting. 
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(6) At a joint meeting of the board and the advisory board the quorum 
shall be- 

(a) the same number of directors as would have been required to 
form a quorum if it were a meeting of the board; and 

(b) 4 members of the advisory board.  (Replaced L.N. 253 of 
1974) 

(7) The Secretary for Home Affairs shall be the chairman of the joint 
meeting of the board and the advisory board. In his absence the Secretary for Labour 
and Welfare shall be the chairman, and in the absence of both the Secretary for Home 
Affairs and the Secretary for Labour and Welfare members present at the meeting 
shall elect a chairman from amongst the members of the advisory board present.  
(Amended L.N. 18 of 1983; L.N. 67 of 1985; L.N. 262 of 1989; L.N. 106 of 2002; 
L.N. 130 of 2007) 

(8) The persons who are members of the Board of Direction of the 
Society at the commencement of this Ordinance shall be members of the advisory 
board until 1 April 1974. 
 

X X X X X X X X 
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Extract from Tung Wah Group of Hospitals Ordinance (Cap. 1051) 

 
X X X X X X X X 

 
19. Advisory board 
 

(1) There shall continue to be an advisory board whose duty shall 
be to advise the directors on any matter affecting the corporation or its 
administration and to consider appeals which may be brought by any director in 
accordance with the agreement between the Government and the corporation. 

(2) The advisory board shall consist of not more than 14 persons of 
whom the following shall be ex officio members-  (Amended L.N. 236 of 
1974) 

(a) the Secretary for Home Affairs, who shall be chairman;  
(Amended L.N. 67 of 1985; L.N. 262 of 1989) 

(aa) the Secretary for Food and Health;  (Added L.N. 236 of 
1974. Amended L.N. 18 of 1983; L.N. 106 of 2002; L.N. 
130 of 2007) 

(b) 1 person nominated by the Members of the Executive 
Council, other than Official Members, from among their 
own number;  (Replaced 67 of 1987 s. 2. Amended 4 of 
2000 s. 3) 

(c) 1 person nominated by the Members of the Legislative 
Council from among their own number;  (Replaced 67 of 
1987 s. 2. Amended 80 of 1997 s. 46) 

(d) the immediate past chairman of the board. 
(3) The following persons shall also be members- 

(a) not more than 8 persons appointed by the Chief Executive, 
who shall hold office for a period of 3 years and shall be 
eligible for re-appointment;  (Amended 4 of 2000 s. 3) 

(b) 1 person elected by the Board from the persons who in the 
year preceding the year in respect of which he is elected 
were directors, who shall hold office for a period of 1 year. 

(4) The advice of the advisory board shall be given at a joint 
meeting of the board and the advisory board. Such joint meetings shall be 
called by the chairman- 

(a) when the chairman so requires; 
(b) when the board desires the advice of the advisory board; 
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(c) whenever the advisory board gives the chairman notice in 

writing that it desires to discuss with the board any 
specified matter affecting the corporation or its 
administration. 

(5) The chairman shall give the directors and the members of the 
advisory board at least 4 clear days' notice in writing of any such joint meeting. 

(6) At a joint meeting of the board and the board the quorum shall 
be- 

(a) the same number of directors as would have been required 
to form a quorum if it were a meeting of the board; and 

(b) 4 members of the advisory board.  (Replaced L.N. 236 of 
1974) 

(7) The Secretary for Home Affairs shall be the chairman of the 
joint meeting of the board and the advisory board. In his absence the Secretary 
for Food and Health shall be the chairman, and in the absence of both the 
Secretary for Home Affairs and the Secretary for Food and Health members 
present at the meeting shall elect a chairman from amongst the members of the 
advisory board present.  (Replaced L.N. 236 of 1974. Amended L.N. 18 of 
1983; L.N. 67 of 1985; L.N. 262 of 1989; L.N. 106 of 2002; L.N. 130 of 2007) 
 

X X X X X X X X 
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Appendix VII 

Attendance records of Members elected/nominated 
in the Fourth Legislative Council ("LegCo") to serve on advisory or governing bodies 

 

Advisory/governing bodies  Name of Members 

Total number of 
meetings held during 

the Fourth LegCo 

Total number 
of meetings 

attended 

Hon Mrs Sophie LEUNG 
LAU Yau-fun 

0  (a) Disaster Relief Fund Advisory 
Committee (Note 1) 

Hon WONG Sing-chi 0  

(b) Po Leung Kuk Advisory 
Board (Note 2) 

Hon WONG Ting-kwong 4 0 

(c) Tung Wah Group of Hospitals 
Advisory Board (Note 2) 

Hon Cyd HO 
 

4 2 

Hon Tommy CHEUNG 
Yu-yan (Note 3) 

20 17 

Hon CHAN Hak-kan 20 13 

Hon Paul CHAN Mo-po 
(from 26 February 2010 to  
29 July 2012) 

12 10 

(d) The Council of The Chinese 
University of Hong Kong 
 

Hon WONG Yuk-man 
(from 17 October 2008 to  
28 January 2010) 

8 5 

Hon LEE Cheuk-yan 4 2 

Hon James TO Kun-sun 4 3 

Hon Abraham SHEK Lai-him 4 4 

Hon IP Kwok-him 4 4 

Dr Hon PAN Pey-chyou 
(from 18 October 2011 to  
30 September 2012) 

1 0 

(e) The Court of the University of 
Hong Kong 

Hon Mrs Regina IP LAU 
Suk-yee 

(from 18 October 2008 to  
17 October 2011) 

3 0 

(f) The Council of the University 
of Hong Kong 

Hon Abraham SHEK Lai-him 9 
(from 23 November 2011 
to 30 September 2012) 

9 

Note 1: As advised by the Secretary to the Committee, no Disaster Relief Fund Advisory Committee meeting was held for the 
period from 24 October 2008 to 30 September 2012. 

 
Note 2: As advised by the Director of Home Affairs, the majority of businesses of the two Advisory Boards are carried out by 

means of circulation of papers, whereas the advice of the Advisory Boards is given at joint meetings of the respective 
Board of Directors and the Advisory Board.  For both Advisory Boards, they normally hold Joint Meetings with the 
Board of Directors once a year. 
 

Note 3: As advised by The Chinese University of Hong Kong, Hon Tommy CHEUNG, who was also a member of the Ad Hoc 
Committee on the Reorganization of the University Council, had also attended all the five meetings of the Ad Hoc 
Committee and participated in the transaction of business of the Ad Hoc Committee by circulation of papers. 
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