
 

 
 

WWF-Hong Kong 

 香港新界葵涌葵昌路 8 號 萬泰中心 15 樓 
15/F, Manhattan Centre,  

8 Kwai Cheong Road,  

Hong Kong 

 電話 Tel: +852 2526 1011 傳真 Fax:+852 2845 2764  

wwf@wwf.org.hk 
wwf.org.hk 

  

 
 

贊助人： 香港特區行政長官 義務核數師：香港立信德豪會計師事務所有限公司           Patron:  The Honourable CY Leung, GBM,GBS, JP Honorary Auditors: BDO Limited 

 梁振英先生, GBM,GBS, JP 義務公司秘書：嘉信秘書服務有限公司  Chief Executive of the HKSAR                              Honorary Company Secretary: 主 席： 楊子信先生 義務律師：孖士打律師行                                                    Chairman:  Mr Trevor Yang   McCabe Secretarial Services Limited 行政總裁：  顧志翔先生 義務司庫：匯豐銀行                                                                CEO: Mr Adam Koo Honorary Solicitors: Mayer Brown JSM 

   註冊慈善機構                                                           Honorary Treasurer: HSBC   

     Registered Charity 
      (Incorporated With Limited Liability) 
Registered Name:  世界自然(香港)基金會 World Wide Fund For Nature Hong Kong        

 
 

Submission to Panel on Development  
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North East New Territories New Development Areas (NENT NDA) 

Planning and Engineering Study - Stage 3 Public Engagement Report 

 

WWF would like to express our preliminary views on NENT NDA with the focus on the 

conservation of Rose bitterling and Ma Tso Lung Stream. 

 

1. Mainstreaming biodiversity conservation 

WWF believes that a holistic nature conservation policy, with mainstreaming biodiversity 

into cross-bureau strategies and policies in compliance with Convention of Biological 

Diversity, is crucial for identifying effective measures to enhance the conservation of 

ecologically important sites under private ownership. 

 

2. Rare freshwater fish – Rose bitterling to be affected by FLN NDA 

The NENT NDA EIA has failed to record a rare freshwater fish – Rose bitterlings (Rhodeus 

ocellatus) in the mitigation wetlands adjacent to Ng Tung River (Fig 2). According to the 

assessment by AFCD, the Rose bitterling has become a rare species in Hong Kong with 

only a few localities in Hong Kong with the records of this species. In the Proposed Action 

Plan for the Conservation of Freshwater Fish in Hong Kong by AFCD, the Rose bitterling is 

of restricted distribution throughout Hong Kong. Indeed according to the LMC Loop EIA 

also conducted by the same Government Departments, Rose bitterling is recorded in the 

study area and the fish is considered as high conservation in the EIA. As most of these 

meanders will be affected because of the proposed developments along Ng Tung River, 

WWF views that the proposed development plan should be revised to prevent any 

disturbance or removal of these meanders and safeguard the wetland habitats of this rare 

freshwater fish on-site.   
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3. LMC Loop Connection Road affects Ma Tso Lung Stream 

The proposed connection road to LMC Loop will affect the Ma Tso Lung Stream (MTL) and 

stream diversion is proposed by the consultant (Fig 3). Since MTL Stream has high 

ecological value with the presence of species of conservation interest, WWF view that it is 

not suitable to divert the stream and we recommend shifting of the proposed road 

westward to avoid disturbing the naturalness of the stream.  

 

 

  



Figure 1. Site boundary of Long Valley and Ho Sheung Heung priority site for enhanced 

conservation under the 2004 New Nature Conservation Policy 

 

 

Figure 2. Newly found Rose Bitterlings in Ng Tung River Meanders  

(Source: Ming Pao, 23 July 2013) 



Figure 3. Locations of Ma Tso Lung Stream to be affected (red circles) (Source:  Fig. 13.17a 

NENT NDA EIA report (EIA-213/2013) 

 




