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For information on 
18 January 2013 

LC Paper No. CB(2)474/12-13(04)

 
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL PANEL ON HOME AFFAIRS 

 
Nomination of Representatives of Arts Interests for the 

Hong Kong Arts Development Council 
 

Purpose 

 This paper briefs Members on the results of the review conducted by 
the Hong Kong Arts Development Council (HKADC) on the arrangements for 
nominating representatives of arts interests (the nomination exercise) and the 
follow-up actions of the Government. 

Background 

2. Established in 1995, the HKADC is a statutory body set up to promote 
the development of the arts in Hong Kong.  Under section 3 of the HKADC 
Ordinance (Cap. 472), members of the HKADC shall be appointed by the Chief 
Executive (CE).  Pursuant to section 3(4) and 3(5) of the Ordinance, the 
members of the HKADC may include up to 10 persons nominated by 
organisations or groups of organisations representing the 10 specified arts 
interests (viz. arts administration, arts criticism, arts education, Chinese opera 
(xiqu), dance, drama, film arts, literary arts, music and visual arts) and 
appointed by the CE. 

3. According to the arrangements in 2010, the nomination exercise 
proceeded in four phases, which include : 

(a) Members of the nominating bodies : Arts organisations or 
individual arts workers meeting the eligibility criteria in the 
guidelines might apply to be members of the nominating bodies 
of the respective arts interests.  Upon publication in the gazette, 
they became members of the nominating bodies. 
 

(b) Voter registration : Arts organisations which were members of 
the nominating bodies might register their members or their 
employees who engaged in artistic productions or arts 
administration as voters.  Individual arts workers who were 
members of nominating bodies might participate in the voting 
process without undergoing voter registration through arts 
organisations. 
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(c) Candidate nomination : Registered voters may seek candidature 
in their respective arts interest.  A valid candidate nomination 
should be backed by five proposers or 1% of the number of the 
registered voters from the respective arts interest (whichever is 
the higher). 
 

(d) Electioneering and polling : Under a “cross-arts interest voting 
system”, each voter may cast one vote in each contested arts 
interest, for candidates standing for nomination to come up with  
persons nominated by the arts interests for the CE’s consideration 
for appointment to the HKADC. 

A review on the nomination exercise conducted by the HKADC 

4. The Home Affairs Bureau briefed this Panel in March 2011 on the 
arrangements of the 2010 nomination exercise.  A working group was then set 
up by the HKADC to review the arrangements and make suggestions for the 
2013 nomination exercise.  Apart from consulting the experts of the 10 
art-form groups under the HKADC, the working group also launched a 
month-long public consultation and conducted a consultation session to collect 
views from the public and the sector.  The HKADC has now completed the 
review and submitted a proposal concerning the arrangements of the 
nomination exercise (at Appendix). 

5. Having considered the expert advice of the 10 art-form groups and the 
views collected during the public consultation, HKADC has the following 
recommendations for the 2013 nomination exercise.  
 
Revising eligibility criteria for arts organisations applying for membership 
of nominating bodies 
 
6. As per the criteria set out in the guidelines of the 2010 nomination 
exercise, in order to be a member of nominating bodies an arts organisation 
should : 
 

(i) be a bona fide arts organisation that aims at promoting the 
development of the arts;  

(ii) be a statutory arts organisation, or have registered under the 
Societies Ordinance, the Companies Ordinance or Trade Unions 
Ordinance in Hong Kong; 

(iii) be formed and operated under a constitution or a memorandum 
and articles of association; and 

(iv) have been set up for at least one year prior to the commencement 
of the nomination exercise. 
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7. In view of some comments which suggest that the criterion of “aiming 
at promoting the development of the arts” is too loose a definition for an arts 
organisation, the HKADC proposes to revise the eligibility criteria for arts 
organisations to become members of nominating bodies as follows: 
 

(a) For future nomination exercises, it is suggested that new 
applications of arts organisations for membership of nominating 
bodies must fulfil the following new criteria in addition to those 
set out in paragraph 6 above : 

 
(i)  The principal business/work of the arts organisation must be 

related to one of the following arts interests: arts 
administration, arts criticism, arts education, xiqu, dance, 
drama, film arts, literary arts, music and visual arts; and 
 

(ii)  The arts organisation must have conducted works or 
activities related to arts administration, arts criticism, arts 
education, xiqu, dance, drama, film arts, literary arts, music 
and visual arts during the three years preceding the 
commencement of the nomination exercise. 

 
(b) Arts organisations registered under the Business Registration 

Ordinance should be added to the criterion in paragraph 6 (ii) 
above. 

 
(c) In each of the nomination exercise, arts organisations which have 

been registered as nominating bodies should be required to 
submit a self-declaration to reaffirm that they continue to “aim at 
promoting the development of the arts”.  If the organisations 
failed to submit such self-declaration or to meet the requirement, 
arts organisations which were listed in the gazette notice but are 
no longer active in their respective arts interests are suggested to 
be taken out from the list. 

 
8. We have considered the above recommendation. Applying the 
additional new requirements in (a) above to new applicants only may raise the 
question of whether the requirements are consistently applied to all 
organisation applicants. However, it may not be reasonable to apply these new 
additional requirements at this juncture to those organisations which have 
already been included as members of the nominating bodies in the past 
nomination exercise as it would not allow these organisations sufficient time to 
comply with the new criteria. To balance the above considerations, we intend 
to apply the new additional requirements proposed by the HKADC in item (a) 
above consistently to all organisation applicants in the 2016 nomination (i.e., 
the one following the 2013 exercise). 
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Relaxing the eligibility criteria for “individual arts workers” applying for 
membership of nominating bodies 
 
9. To enable more members of the arts community to take part in the 
nomination exercise, the HKADC suggests allowing the following new 
categories of individual arts workers to become voters (i.e. individual members 
of nominating bodies) : 
 

(a)  Winners and announced finalists of recognised local arts 
competitions and awards 

 
 The HKADC suggests that the winners and announced finalists 

of recognised local arts competitions and awards be allowed to 
participate in the voting process, thereby including more 
individual arts practitioners whose qualifications are recognized 
in the sector. 

 
(b) Graduates of arts programmes at bachelor’s degree or above 

levels run by local universities/tertiary institutions 
 

 The HKADC proposes that graduates of arts programmes at 
bachelor’s degree or above levels run by local 
universities/tertiary institutions should be allowed to participate 
in the voting process because these art graduates have attained 
high levels of academic competence in the arts subjects they 
studied and have had opportunities to practise and take part in 
arts creation and performances during their studies, and hence 
should be regarded as members of the arts community. 

 
(c) Arts workers commissioned or sponsored by local government 

departments or statutory bodies responsible for arts and cultural 
affairs 
 
According to the current guidelines of the nomination exercise, 
arts workers commissioned or sponsored by the LCSD and 
HKADC grantees are eligible to directly register as voters.  The 
HKADC proposes extending the scope of sponsoring/ 
commissioning bodies to include other government departments 
and statutory bodies responsible for arts and cultural affairs, 
namely the Home Affairs Bureau, CreateHK, the West Kowloon 
Cultural District Authority, the Hong Kong Academy for 
Performing Arts and the Hong Kong Arts Centre. Under this 
proposal, arts workers who, in their individual capacities, have 
successfully obtained grant, financial sponsorship, venue 
sponsorship or performance and exhibition fees and who are 
directly engaged in arts creation, direction, performance, 
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exhibition, production/technical support and management of the 
arts or engaged in arts administration, management, fundraising 
and/or publicity and promotion of arts and cultural events are 
eligible for registration as voters. 

 
(d) Instructors/tutors (not restricted to full-time and part-time 

teachers) of arts-related subjects or activities in primary schools, 
secondary schools and tertiary institutions in Hong Kong 
 
Under the current guidelines of the nomination exercise, 
full-time and part-time teachers of subjects related to arts 
administration, arts criticism, arts education, xiqu, dance, drama, 
film arts, literary arts, music and visual arts who are employed 
by primary, secondary and tertiary institutions (and their schools 
of continuing education) in Hong Kong are eligible to apply for 
individual membership of the ‘arts education’ nominating body. 
To enable more arts educators to be eligible as voters, the 
HKADC proposes expanding the scope to include also 
instructors/tutors of arts-related subjects or activities in primary, 
secondary and tertiary institutions (and their schools of 
continuing education). 

 
(e) Individual artist tenants of The Jockey Club Creative Arts Centre, 

the Cattle Depot Artist Village and the Hong Kong Arts Centre 
 

Since the artist tenants of The Jockey Club Creative Arts Centre, 
the Cattle Depot Artist Village and the Hong Kong Arts Centre 
have gone through a certain mechanism to confirm that they are 
arts practitioners, the HKADC proposes including these tenants, 
as well as those individual artist tenants engaging in arts 
activities at future publicly funded arts venues, as voters. 

 

Retaining the cross-arts interest voting system 

 
10. The HKADC considers that the arts community had been consulted 
since the cross-arts interest voting system first implemented in 1999.  Views 
collected during the recent public consultation on the nomination exercise have 
also indicated that the stakeholders incline to support retaining the cross-arts 
interest voting arrangement.  Having regard to the fact that arts activities 
nowadays often involve crossover of different art forms with interactions 
among arts interests and that cross-arts interest voting can encourage 
nominated representatives to adopt a broader perspective covering different 
arts interests, the HKADC proposes to keep the cross-arts interest voting 
system and allow registered voters to choose the arts interest(s) for which they 
will cast their votes and be allocated ballots according to their choice of arts 
interest(s).   
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Shortening the polling period 
 
11. To alleviate the strain on election resources for candidates, the 
HKADC suggests reducing the polling period of the nomination exercise from 
three days to two days.  It also suggests polling to take place on a Friday and 
Saturday or a Sunday and Monday in order to accommodate the electors’ 
working hours and modes of operation of the sector. 

 

Enhancing the promotion of the nomination exercise 
 
12. The HKADC recommends enhancing the promotion of the nomination 
exercise and increasing its transparency. Suggested measures include sending 
out promotional leaflets to individual arts practitioners where practicable to 
inform them of the arrangements of the nomination exercise as well as 
encouraging them to register as voters. 

Follow-up Actions 

13. We note that the HKADC has already consulted the arts community 
and considered their views.  The above suggestions should help improve the 
arrangements of the nomination exercise.  We accept these suggestions in 
principle and, subject to the practicability of the detailed arrangements, will 
implement them in the 2013 nomination exercise (except for the new 
requirements mentioned in paragraph 8 above which will be implemented in 
2016).  
 

Amendments to the Hong Kong Arts Development Council Ordinance 

(Cap. 472) 
 
14. As mentioned in paragraph 2 above, pursuant to the Ordinance the 
Chief Executive may appoint up to 10 people nominated by the specified arts 
interests as members of the HKADC.  In 1995, the arts community conducted 
the first nomination exercise on their own to nominate the representatives of 
various arts interests with reference to the guidelines provided by the 
Government.  In response to the request of the arts community, the 
Government started to assist the arts sector to conduct the nomination exercise 
since 1997.  Since then, the Government has continued to improve the 
administrative arrangements for the nomination exercise taking into account 
the sector's views and make corresponding amendments to and promulgating 
the related administrative guidelines.  These amendments include, among 
other things, starting from the 1997 nomination exercise allowing those 
individual arts workers who are not members of any arts organisations to take 
part in the exercise and, starting from the 1999 nomination exercise, allowing 
voters to vote for candidates standing for nomination in all of the arts interest 
(i.e. cross-arts interest voting system). Considering that the arrangements for 
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the nomination exercise have become well-established after a series of reviews 
and consultations, and the views that some of the administrative arrangements 
of the nomination exercise (including allowing those individual arts workers 
who are not members of any arts organisations to take part in the exercise and 
the cross-arts interest voting system) may not be entirely consistent with the 
relevant provisions in the Ordinance, we suggest making amendments to the 
relevant provisions in the Ordinance to better reflect the established actual 
arrangements.  We plan to present the amendment bill to the Legislative 
Council in the first half of 2013 with a view to having the amendments passed 
before the commencement of the polling period this year. 

 

 

 

Home Affairs Bureau 

January 2013 

 






















































































