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Legislative Council

LC Paper No. CB(2)406/12-13(07)

Ref : CB2/PL/SE

Panel on Security

Information note prepared by the Legislative Council Secretariat
for the meeting on 4 January 2013

Application of necessary force on inmates by Correctional Services Staff

The subject of application of necessary force on inmates by correctional
services staff has not been discussed by the Panel on Security (“the Panel™).
There have been media reports about the use of force by staff of the
Correctional Services Department ("CSD™) on an inmate, who subsequently
died, at the Lai Chi Kok Reception Centre in 2009. In September 2012, three
correctional services staff were convicted of inflicting serious bodily harm on
the inmate. An inquest conducted by the Coroner into the death of the inmate
was concluded in November 2012 and recommendations were made by the jury.
According to a press release issued by the Administration on 20 November
2012, CSD would study the recommendations made by the jury in order to take
appropriate follow-up actions. The relevant press reports and press releases
issued by the Administration on the case are in Appendices | and Il
respectively for members' reference.

2. The Administration will brief the Panel on its guidelines on application
of necessary force on inmates by correctional services staff at the meeting of the
Panel on 4 January 2013.

Council Business Division 2
Leqislative Council Secretariat
28 December 2012
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Death of LCKRC remand
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A 33-year-old remand was found unconscious by correctional
staff in his cell in Lai Chi Kok Reception Centre (LCKRC) at
7.30am today (August 16).

First aid was immediately given by medical officer and staff
at the scene. The remand was then taken to Princess Margaret
Hospital and was certified dead at 8.48am.

The remand, surnamed Chen, was admitted to LCKRC on August
14 on a charge of obtaining property by deception.

The case was reported to police and his relative was
informed. An inquest will be held by the Coroner's Court.

Ends/Sunday, August 16, 2009
Issued at HKT 12:12
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Press Releases

CSD responds to enquiries on court case
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In response to media enquiries on a court case today (August
31), the Correctional Services Department (CSD) gave the
following reply:

As the Coroner will conduct a death inquest into the
incident in accordance with the Coroners Ordinance on October 5,
2012, it is not appropriate for the Department to offer any
comment at this stage.

The use of force by CSD staff is clearly stipulated in
Prison Rules of Cap 234A, Laws of Hong Kong as well as the
departmental Standing Orders and Standing Procedures. Based on
the relevant ordinance, the Department has made and updated from
time to time guidelines and training materials to teach its staff
on the various circumstances where appropriate force can be used.

CSD has clear guidelines on its staff involving any legal
proceedings. Any staff member convicted of criminal offence will
be dealt with according to established mechanism. Appropriate
follow up action will be taken after the Department has studied
the relevant judgment.

CSD staff is committed to upholding our core values, i.e.
integrity, professionalism, humanity, discipline and

perseverance, and fulfilling the pledge to serve the community.

Ends/Friday, August 31, 2012
Issued at HKT 22:05
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Press Releases

CSD responds to enquiries on court case
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In response to media enquiries on a court case today
(November 20), the Correctional Services Department (CSD) issued
the following statement:

The CSD strives to provide a secure, safe, humane, decent
and healthy environment for people in custody.

The department has clear guidelines for staff on the use of
force on persons in custody. The use of force by CSD staff is
clearly addressed in the Prison Rules (Cap 234A) and the Laws of
Hong Kong as well as in the departmental Standing Orders and
Standing Procedures. Based on the relevant ordinance, the
department has formulated guidelines and produced training
materials for its staff on the various circumstances in which
appropriate force can be used.

The department cares greatly for the health of persons in
custody. All correctional institutions have a centre hospital or
medical centre, manned by medical officers seconded from the
Department of Health and correctional officers with nursing
qualifications. If necessary, doctors in centre hospitals will
refer inmates to the casualty departments of government hospitals
for further treatment.

The department respects the judgment of the Coroner, and
will study the recommendations made by the jury thoroughly in

order to take appropriate follow-up actions.

Ends/Tuesday, November 20, 2012
Issued at HKT 18:32
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