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9.1 35 /
Chart 9.1 Percentage distribution of current / future generation of retired persons 

aged 35 and over by age
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9.2 35
Chart 9.2 Percentage distribution of persons aged 35 and over by self-perceived 

financial stability
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9.1a / 35 / 
Table 9.1a Current / future generation of retired persons aged 35 and over by age / sex

Current generation of 
retired persons

Future generation of 
retired persons Overall

/
Age group / sex

No. of 
persons
('000) %

No. of 
persons
('000) %

No. of 
persons
('000) %

Age group

35 - 54 46.4 4.0 2 246.5 74.9 2 292.8 55.2

55 - 64 248.9 21.6 699.6 23.3 948.6 22.8

65 - 69 214.6 18.6 38.2 1.3 252.8 6.1

� 70 644.0 55.8 15.7 0.5 659.7 15.9

( )
Median age (years)

71 48 52

Sex

Male
550.6 47.7 1 426.1 47.5 1 976.7 47.6

Female
603.3 52.3 1 573.9 52.5 2 177.3 52.4

Total
1 153.9 100.0 3 000.0 100.0 4 153.9 100.0
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9.1b 35 /
Table 9.1b Current / future generation of retired persons aged 35 and over by economic 

activity status and sex

Current generation of 
retired persons

Future generation of 
retired persons Overall

Male Female Sub-total Male Female Sub-total Male Female Total

Economic 
activity status

No. of 
persons
('000)

No. of 
persons
('000)

No. of 
persons
('000)

No. of 
persons
('000)

No. of 
persons
('000)

No. of 
persons
('000)

No. of 
persons
('000)

No. of 
persons
('000)

No. of 
persons
('000)

+

Economically 
active+

25.9
(4.7%)

8.5
(1.4%)

34.4
(3.0%)

1 385.3
(97.1%)

1 009.6
(64.1%)

2 394.9
(79.8%)

1 411.2
(71.4%)

1 018.1
(46.8%)

2 429.3
(58.5%)

Economically 
inactive

524.7
(95.3%)

594.8
(98.6%)

1 119.5
(97.0%)

40.8
(2.9%)

564.3
(35.9%)

605.1
(20.2%)

565.4
(28.6%)

1 159.2
(53.2%)

1 724.6
(41.5%)

Home-makers
4.2

(0.8%)
156.2

(25.9%)
160.4

(13.9%)
9.7

(0.7%)
544.6

(34.6%)
554.3

(18.5%)
13.9

(0.7%)
700.8
(32.2)

714.6
(17.2%)

Retired persons
513.5

(93.3%)
424.7

(70.4%)
938.2

(81.3%)
-

(-)
-

(-)
-

(-)
513.5

(26.0%)
424.7

(19.5%)
938.2

(22.6%)
#

Others#
7.0

(1.3%)
14.0

(2.3%)
20.9

(1.8%)
31.1

(2.2%)
19.7

(1.3%)
50.8

(1.7%)
38.1

(1.9%)
33.7

(1.5%)
71.8

(1.7%)

Total
550.6

(100.0%)
603.3

(100.0%)
1 153.9

(100.0%)
1 426.1

(100.0%)
1 573.9

(100.0%)
3 000.0

(100.0%)
1 976.7

(100.0%)
2 177.3

(100.0%)
4 153.9

(100.0%)

: + Notes : + Economically active persons comprise 
employed persons and unemployed 
persons.

# # Including students and other economically 
inactive persons.

Figures in brackets represent the percentages 
in respect of all persons in the respective 
generation groups of retired persons and sex 
sub-groups.
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9.2 #* 35 /

Table 9.2 Current / future generation of retired persons aged 35 and over who had 
selected source of income#* by selected source of income

Current generation of 
retired persons

Future generation of 
retired persons Overall

#*
Selected source of 

income#*

No. of 
persons
('000) %

No. of 
persons
('000) %

No. of 
persons
('000) %

/ /

Employment earnings /
bonus / housing 
allowance

34.4 4.5 2 303.5 96.6 2 337.9 74.2

/
/

Comprehensive Social 
Security Assistance / 
Disability Allowance / 
Old Age Allowance

670.7 87.6 77.0 3.2 747.7 23.7

/ /

Interest / dividend / 
income from investment 
plan

38.5 5.0 112.9 4.7 151.4 4.8

/
Retirement fund / pensions

64.3 8.4 5.3 0.2 69.6 2.2

Overall
765.3 2 384.5 3 149.9

: # Notes : # Multiple answers were allowed.

*
9.8

* Excluding financial support from family 
member(s) living together.  Relevant 
information on financial support from 
family member(s) living together or not is 
given in Table 9.8 of this report.
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9.3a * 35 /
Table 9.3a Current / future generation of retired persons aged 35 and over by 

monthly personal income* and sex

Current generation of 
retired persons

Future generation of 
retired persons Overall

Male Female Sub-total Male Female Sub-total Male Female Total

*
( )

Monthly personal 
income* (HK$)

No. of 
persons
('000)

No. of 
persons
('000)

No. of 
persons
('000)

No. of 
persons
('000)

No. of 
persons
('000)

No. of 
persons
('000)

No. of 
persons
('000)

No. of 
persons
('000)

No. of 
persons
('000)

� 3,999 361.6
(65.7%)

426.6
(70.7%)

788.2
(68.3%)

89.7
(6.3%)

581.7
(37.0%)

671.5
(22.4%)

451.3
(22.8%)

1 008.4
(46.3%)

1 459.7
(35.1%)

4,000 - 6,999 100.4
(18.2%)

115.0
(19.1%)

215.4
(18.7%)

55.3
(3.9%)

144.5
(9.2%)

199.9
(6.7%)

155.7
(7.9%)

259.6
(11.9%)

415.3
(10.0%)

7,000 - 9,999 39.1
(7.1%)

34.5
(5.7%)

73.5
(6.4%)

187.4
(13.1%)

264.7
(16.8%)

452.2
(15.1%)

226.5
(11.5%)

299.2
(13.7%)

525.7
(12.7%)

10,000 - 14,999 28.2
(5.1%)

21.0
(3.5%)

49.2
(4.3%)

396.8
(27.8%)

214.0
(13.6%)

610.9
(20.4%)

425.0
(21.5%)

235.1
(10.8%)

660.1
(15.9%)

15,000 - 19,999 6.3
(1.1%)

1.9
(0.3%)

8.2
(0.7%)

198.6
(13.9%)

115.3
(7.3%)

313.9
(10.5%)

204.9
(10.4%)

117.2
(5.4%)

322.1
(7.8%)

20,000 - 29,999 7.4
(1.4%)

2.5
(0.4%)

9.9
(0.9%)

219.0
(15.4%)

126.3
(8.0%)

345.4
(11.5%)

226.5
(11.5%)

128.9
(5.9%)

355.3
(8.6%)

� 30,000 7.6
(1.4%)

1.7
(0.3%)

9.4
(0.8%)

279.1
(19.6%)

127.3
(8.1%)

406.4
(13.5%)

286.7
(14.5%)

129.0
(5.9%)

415.7
(10.0%)

Total
550.6

(100.0%)
603.3

(100.0%)
1 153.9

(100.0%)
1 426.1

(100.0%)
1 573.9

(100.0%)
3 000.0

(100.0%)
1 976.7

(100.0%)
2 177.3

(100.0%)
4 153.9

(100.0%)

*( )
Median monthly 

personal 
income*(HK$)

2,000 11,100 8,200

: *
9.8

Notes : * Excluding financial support from family 
member(s) living together. Relevant 
information on financial support from 
family member(s) living together or not is 
given in Table 9.8 of this report.

Figures in brackets represent the percentages in 
respect of all persons in the respective 
generation groups of retired persons and sex 
sub-groups.
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9.3b 35 /
Table 9.3b Current / future generation of retired persons aged 35 and over by 

self-perceived financial stability

Self-perceived financial 
stability

Current generation of 
retired persons

Future generation of 
retired persons Overall

No. of 
persons
('000) %

No. of 
persons
('000) %

No. of 
persons
('000) %

Very stable
90.9 7.9 313.8 10.5 404.7 9.7

Quite stable
348.5 30.2 1 178.9 39.3 1 527.4 36.8

Average
508.6 44.1 1 117.6 37.3 1 626.2 39.1

Quite unstable
155.0 13.4 319.8 10.7 474.7 11.4

Very unstable
51.0 4.4 69.9 2.3 120.8 2.9

Total
1 153.9 100.0 3 000.0 100.0 4 153.9 100.0



Retirement planning and
the financial situation in old age

52 Thematic Household Survey Report No. 52
Census and Statistics Department, Hong Kong Special Administrative Region- 202 -

9.4 # / 35
/

Table 9.4 Current / future generation of retired persons aged 35 and over who had 
previous / current job by age stopped working or retirement age#

#

Age stopped working or 
retirement age#

Current generation of retired persons Future generation of retired persons

No. of persons
('000) %

No. of persons
('000) %

� 34 34.3 3.2 156.3 5.8

35 - 49 98.2 9.2 174.6 6.5

50 - 59 329.8 31.0 304.7 11.3

60 - 64 351.8 33.1 476.0 17.6

� 65 250.1 23.5 307.7 11.4

Would work until unable 
to work anymore

- - 843.0 31.2

/
/

Depended on situation / 
Never think about it 
before / Did not know 

- - 437.1 16.2

Total 
1 064.1 100.0 2 699.2 100.0

@ ( )
Median age stopped

working or retirement
age@ (years)

60 60

: # Notes : # Refer to age stopped working or 
“expected” retirement age for the future 
generation of retired persons.

@

/ /

@ Excluding those persons who would work 
until unable to work anymore and 
depended on situation / never think about it 
before / did not know.
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9.5 /
/ 35 /

Table 9.5 Current / future generation of retired persons aged 35 and over who had 
previous / current job by whether the previous / current job provided 
retirement protection schemes and type of schemes

/

/ #

Whether the previous /
current job provided 
retirement protection 
schemes / type of 
schemes#

Current generation of 
retired persons

Future generation of 
retired persons Overall

No. of 
persons
('000) %

No. of 
persons
('000) %

No. of 
persons
('000) %

Yes
357.7 33.6 2 137.2 79.2 2 494.9 66.3

Mandatory Provident 
Fund Schemes

204.0 19.2 1 845.8 68.4 2 049.8 54.5

Schemes under 
Occupational 
Retirement Schemes 
Ordinance 

99.0 9.3 190.4 7.1 289.4 7.7

Civil Service Pension 
Schemes

53.7 5.0 108.2 4.0 161.9 4.3

Other retirement 
protection schemes

3.3 0.3 2.3 0.1 5.6 0.1

No
706.4 66.4 562.1 20.8 1 268.5 33.7

Total
1 064.1 100.0 2 699.2 100.0 3 763.4 100.0

: # Note : # Multiple answers were allowed.
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9.6a / (
) 35 / 

Table 9.6a Current / future generation of retired persons aged 35 and over by 
whether had made preparations (excluding retirement protection from 
work) for financial needs after retirement / in old age and type of 
preparations

/
/

#

Whether had made 
preparations for 
financial needs after 
retirement / in old age / 
type of preparations#

Current generation of 
retired persons

Future generation of 
retired persons Overall

No. of 
persons
('000) %

No. of 
persons
('000) %

No. of 
persons
('000) %

Yes
616.1 53.4 1 776.3 59.2 2 392.4 57.6

Savings and investment
451.1 39.1 1 527.8 50.9 1 978.9 47.6

Raising children and 
expecting, in return,
financial support from 
children in old age

312.7 27.1 490.3 16.3 803.0 19.3

Purchase of insurance to 
cover possible medical 
and health care 
expenses for chronic 
illness in old age

63.2 5.5 512.0 17.1 575.2 13.8

No
537.8 46.6 1 223.7 40.8 1 761.5 42.4

Overall
1 153.9 100.0 3 000.0 100.0 4 153.9 100.0

: # Note : # Multiple answers were allowed.
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9.6b 35 /

Table 9.6b Current / future generation of retired persons aged 35 and over by views 
on whether children should be responsible for providing financial support 
for parents

Views on whether
children should be 
responsible for
providing financial 
support for parents

Current generation of 
retired persons

Future generation of 
retired persons Overall

No. of 
persons
('000) %

No. of 
persons
('000) %

No. of 
persons
('000) %

Strongly agreed
400.1 34.7 864.8 28.8 1 264.9 30.5

Somewhat agreed
527.2 45.7 1 469.1 49.0 1 996.3 48.1

Average
156.8 13.6 417.9 13.9 574.7 13.8

Somewhat disagreed
19.6 1.7 105.5 3.5 125.1 3.0

Strongly disagreed
2.8 0.2 21.8 0.7 24.6 0.6

/
Did not know / No 

comments

47.4 4.1 121.0 4.0 168.4 4.1

Total
1 153.9 100.0 3 000.0 100.0 4 153.9 100.0
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9.6c / 35
/

Table 9.6c Current / future generation of retired persons aged 35 and over by person 
perceived as the most responsible person for providing one's financial 
protection after retirement / in old age

/

Person perceived as the 
most responsible person 
for providing one's 
financial protection 
after retirement / in old 
age

Current generation of 
retired persons

Future generation of 
retired persons Overall

No. of 
persons
('000) %

No. of 
persons
('000) %

No. of 
persons
('000) %

Oneself
452.5 39.2 1 621.4 54.0 2 073.9 49.9

(
)

Children / grandchildren
(irrespective of living 
together or not and 
including their spouses)

390.1 33.8 400.2 13.3 790.3 19.0

Spouse
56.4 4.9 367.6 12.3 424.0 10.2

Government
154.5 13.4 238.6 8.0 393.1 9.5

Employer
34.5 3.0 192.3 6.4 226.8 5.5

Other relatives / friends
27.7 2.4 65.8 2.2 93.5 2.3

/
Charitable organizations / 

donors

4.2 0.4 34.7 1.2 39.0 0.9

/
Did not know / No 

comments

34.1 3.0 79.4 2.6 113.5 2.7

Total
1 153.9 100.0 3 000.0 100.0 4 153.9 100.0
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9.6d /
35 /

Table 9.6d Current / future generation of retired persons aged 35 and over by 
intention of emigration after retirement / preferred destination of 
emigration

/ /

Intention of emigration 
after retirement /
preferred destination of 
emigration

Current generation of 
retired persons

Future generation of 
retired persons Overall

No. of 
persons
('000) %

No. of 
persons
('000) %

No. of 
persons
('000) %

/
Definitely / most likely

49.0 4.2 243.9 8.1 292.9 7.1

Guangdong Province
31.3 2.7 95.7 3.2 127.0 3.1

/
/ /

Mainland China other 
than Guangdong 
Province / Macao /
Taiwan

4.7 0.4 24.0 0.8 28.8 0.7

Overseas areas
10.6 0.9 95.8 3.2 106.3 2.6

/
United States /

Canada

4.5 0.4 42.6 1.4 47.0 1.1

/
Australia / 

New Zealand

2.0 0.2 24.5 0.8 26.5 0.6

Southeast Asia
2.6 0.2 20.8 0.7 23.4 0.6

Other overseas areas
1.6 0.1 7.9 0.3 9.5 0.2

Not decided yet
2.5 0.2 28.4 0.9 30.8 0.7

May or may not
52.9 4.6 302.7 10.1 355.6 8.6

( )
(To be cont’d)
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9.6d( ) /
35 /

Table 9.6d
(Cont’d)

Current / future generation of retired persons aged 35 and over by 
intention of emigration after retirement / preferred destination of 
emigration

/ /

Intention of emigration 
after retirement /
preferred destination of 
emigration

Current generation of 
retired persons

Future generation of 
retired persons Overall

No. of 
persons
('000) %

No. of 
persons
('000) %

No. of 
persons
('000) %

/
Definitely not / most 

unlikely

1 020.2 88.4 2 308.0 76.9 3 328.2 80.1

/
Did not know / No 

comments

31.9 2.8 145.4 4.8 177.3 4.3

Total
1 153.9 100.0 3 000.0 100.0 4 153.9 100.0
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9.7 / 35 / 

Table 9.7 Current / future generation of retired persons aged 35 and over who 
intended to migrate to other countries / regions after retirement by reason 
for doing so

/ #

Reasons for intending to migrate 
to other countries / regions after 
retirement#

Current generation of 
retired persons

Future generation of 
retired persons Overall

No. of 
persons
('000) %

No. of 
persons
('000) %

No. of 
persons
('000) %

Living environment more suitable 
for the elderly

16.3 33.3 122.6 50.3 138.9 47.4

/
Lower cost of living

17.0 34.6 85.8 35.2 102.7 35.1

/
Having better and comprehensive 

community / medical facilities

8.8 17.9 66.0 27.1 74.8 25.5

/
/

Having relatives living in other 
countries / regions (excluding 
spouse / children)

12.8 26.1 59.0 24.2 71.7 24.5

/
Had worked / lived in other 

countries / regions before

6.9 14.0 29.7 12.2 36.5 12.5

/
Reunion with spouse / children

8.7 17.7 25.2 10.3 33.9 11.6

/
Property price is lower in other 

countries / regions

2.0 4.1 22.6 9.2 24.5 8.4

/
Having premises in other countries 

/ regions

1.3 2.6 17.8 7.3 19.1 6.5

Others
2.4 5.0 7.7 3.1 10.1 3.5

Overall
49.0 243.9 292.9

: #   Note : #   Multiple answers were allowed.
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9.8 / /
/ 35 / *

Table 9.8 Current / future generation of retired persons aged 35 and over whose 
family members were providing / expected to provide financial support for 
living after retirement / in old age by average amount of monthly financial 
support provided / expected to be provided by family members*

/
* ( )

Average amount of monthly financial 
support provided / expected to be 
provided by family members* (HK$)

Current generation of 
retired persons

Future generation of 
retired persons

No. of persons
('000) %

No. of persons
('000) %

1 - 1,999 134.7 16.7 92.9 5.9

2,000 - 3,999 248.0 30.8 377.4 23.9

4,000 - 5,999 190.0 23.6 396.2 25.1

6,000 - 7,999 94.3 11.7 182.7 11.6

8,000 - 9,999 44.5 5.5 102.9 6.5

10,000 - 14,999 43.9 5.5 66.4 4.2

��15,000 17.1 2.1 25.8 1.6

/
Did not know / Forgot

- - 316.5 20.1

Refused
32.0 4.0 15.9 1.0

Total
804.5 100.0

(69.7)#
1 576.8 100.0

(52.6)#

/
@ ( )

Median average amount of monthly 
financial support provided / expected to 
be provided by family members@

(HK$)

4,000 4,800

: *

/

Notes : * Including family members living together or 
not. The “amount of monthly financial 
support” refers to the actual amount received by 
the current generation of retired persons at the 
time of survey or the amount expected to be 
received by the future generation of retired 
persons after retirement / in old age.

# /
/

35

# As a percentage of all retired persons whose 
family members were providing / expected to 
provide financial support for living after 
retirement / in old age among all persons aged 
35 and over in the respective generation groups
of retired persons.

@ / @ Excluding those persons who did not know / 
forgot and refused.
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9.9 / / 35

Table 9.9 Future generation of retired persons aged 35 and over by whether had 
made provisions for financial needs after retirement / in old age by age 
started making preparation for such needs

/
/ /

Whether had made provisions for 
financial needs after retirement / in old 
age / age started making preparation 
for such needs

No. of persons
('000) %

Had already made provisions 
1 776.3 59.2

15 - 24 170.4 5.7

25 - 34 754.1 25.1

35 - 44 602.2 20.1

45 - 54 232.6 7.8

� 55 17.1 0.6

( )
Median age of start making 

preparation (years)

33

Would make preparation
51.8 1.7

35 - 44 13.3 0.4

45 - 54 21.1 0.7

� 55 17.4 0.6

( )
Median expected age of start making 

preparation (years)

50

No plan
1 172.0 39.1

Total
3 000.0 100.0
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9.10 35
( )

Table 9.10 Employed, unemployed and economically inactive persons (other than 
retired persons) aged 35 and over who had intention to work by whether 
would continue working or retire completely after reaching the retirement 
age

Whether would continue working or 
retire completely after reaching the 
retirement age

No. of persons
('000) %

Would continue working full-time
283.6 11.6

Would continue working part-time
627.2 25.6

Would retire completely
949.8 38.7

Did not know
593.0 24.2

Total
2 453.6 100.0
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9.11 35
( )

Table 9.11 Employed, unemployed and economically inactive persons (other than 
retired persons) aged 35 and over who had intention to continue working 
after reaching the retirement age by main reason for doing so

Main reason for continuing working after 
reaching the retirement age

No. of persons
('000) %

/
To make a living / for financial reasons

576.8 63.3

To kill time
192.3 21.1

For interests
77.4 8.5

Working is beneficial to health
51.5 5.7

To contribute to the society
8.3 0.9

Others
4.4 0.5

Total
910.8 100.0




