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& November 2013

Ms. Sharon Chung

Chief Council Secretary (1)6

Legislative Council Secretariat

Council Business Division 1

Legislative Council Complex,

1 Legislative Council Road, Central, Hong Kong

(By Email and by Fax : 2978 7569)
Dear Ms Chung,
Subcommittee on Country Parks
(Designation) (Consolidation) (Amendment) Order 2013

List of follow-up actions arising from the discussion
at the meeting on 6 November 2013

Further to the meeting of the Subcommittee on Country Parks
(Designation) (Consolidation) (Amendment) Order 2013 held on 6 November
2013, we write to provide further information on the issues raised at that
meeting.

Maps of the Sai Kung East Country Park ("SKECP") (Plan No. CP/SK(E)"and
Plan No. CP/SK(E)”

In response to members’ request, enclosed please find the following
maps for reference

(a) Plan No. CP/SK(E)" approved on 17 January 1978 by the Governor in
Council (at Annex A); and

(b) Plan No. CP/SK(E)® approved on 7 May 2013 by the Chief Executive in
Council (at Annex B).



Section 3(2) of the Country Parks (Designation) (Consolidation) (Amendment)
Order seeks to amend item 6 of the Schedule of the Country Parks (Designation)
(Consolidation) Order (Cap. 208 sub. leg. B) to replace the original approved
map in respect of SKECP (i.e. Plan No. CP/SK(E)") with its new approved map
(i.e. Plan No. CP/SK(E)®). After the amendments, an area of about 16.55
hectare of the country park enclave at Sai Wan will be incorporated into the
boundary of the SKECP.

Background Information on the Kam Shan Country Park ("KSCP"), the SKECP
and the Tai Lam Country Park ("TLCP")

Below is some background information on the KSCP, the SKECP and
the TLCP : -

The KSCP was designated on 24 June 1977 and has an area of about 337
hectares. There is only one enclave of KSCP, which is the location
currently proposed for incorporation into the KSCP. The enclave was
once erected with telecommunication facilities. On the draft map
gazetted in December 1976, the enclave had already been excluded from

the proposed KSCP.

The SKECP was designated on 3 February 1978 and has an area of about
4,477 hectares. There are eleven country park enclaves surrounded by
or adjacent to the SKECP.  Apart from Sai Wan, the remaining ten are (1)
Pak A; (i1) Tung A; (ii1) Pak Lap; (iv) To Kwa Ping; (v) Chek Keng; (vi)
Tung Sam Kei; (vii) Ko Lau Wan, Mo Uk, Lam Uk and Tse Uk; (viii) site
near Wong Mau Kok; (ix) Pak Tam Au; and (x) Tai Tan, Uk Tau, Ko Tong
and Ko Tong Ha Yeung (the last two are also adjacent to the Sai Kung
West Country Park).

The TLCP was designated on 23 February 1979, and was amended on 7
April 1995 to accommodate the development of Route Three as well as
other changes, changing the area from about 5,330 hectares to about
5,370 hectares. There are five country park enclaves surrounded by or
adjacent to the TLCP. Apart from Yuen Tun, the remaining four are Tin
Fu Tsai, Tsing Fai Tong, Sheung Tong and Sheung Fa Shan. Yuen Tun
enclave has been allocated to the Civil Aid Service as an outdoor training
camp since 1975.
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Discussion between Hong Kong Government and Heung Yee Kuk in the 1970s

Since 1977, the Government has been designating country parks in
accordance with the provisions of the Country Parks Ordinance (including
publishing in the Gazette and making a copy of the draft map available for
inspection by the public, hearing of objections by the then Country Parks
Board and submission of the draft map with a schedule of objections and
representations to the then Governor in Council for approval). On member’s
request for the minutes of meetings between the Hong Kong Government and
Heung Yee Kuk in the 1970s regarding the designation of land as country
parks, given an application for leave to apply for judicial review has been
submitted, in order not to affect the relevant legal proceedings, we cannot
disclose any information at the present stage.

One point we must emphasize is that owing to the quickened pace of
urbanisation, some country park enclaves are facing increasing development
pressure. Developments in these enclaves, however, may not be compatible
with the natural environment of the country parks, or may degrade the integrity
and the aesthetic and landscape quality of the country parks as a whole.  After
the Sai Wan incident, there has been public expectation on the Government to
better protect the country park enclaves and safeguard them against any
development that would undermine public enjoyment of the natural
environment. The Government pledged in the 2010-11 Policy Address to
either include the enclaves in country parks, or determine their proper use
through statutory planning so as to meet conservation and social development
needs. After assessments, the country park enclave at Sai Wan is considered to
be suitable for inclusion into country park. Moreover, as repeatedly explained
in our follow up letter on 1 November and at the Subcommittee meetings,
incorporating private land in enclaves into country parks is by no means
depriving the ownership of the private land, nor would the incorporation revert
the land back to the Government. The private lands within country parks are
mostly governed by lease conditions and the Country Parks Ordinance.

Yours sincerely,

(Miss Sian LI)
for Director of Environmental Protection
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