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Submissions of the Law Society of Hong Kong on the Common Entrance 
Examination 
 
1. The entrants to the solicitors’ profession presently comprise the following: 
 

(i) Graduates of Bachelor of Laws (“LLB”) degree of 4 years, double law 
degree of 5 years and Juris Doctor programmes of 2 years of the 3 law 
schools in Hong Kong, namely, City University of Hong Kong (“City U”), 
The Chinese University of Hong Kong (“CUHK”), and The University of 
Hong Kong (“HKU”), who have successfully taken the Postgraduate 
Certificate in Laws (“PCLL”) in the 3 law schools; 

 
(ii) Graduates of a qualifying law degree from an overseas tertiary institution 

who have successfully passed the Conversion Examination and the PCLL 
in the 3 law schools in Hong Kong; 

 
(iii) Graduates of law programmes through external study in Hong Kong, 

principally the LLB from the University of London, the Manchester 
Metropolitan University (of 3 to 4 years) and the Common Professional 
Examination of England and Wales through HKU SPACE (2 years 
part-time), who have successfully passed the PCLL. 

 
(iv) The three categories in paragraphs 1(i) to 1(iii) comprise those with local or 

overseas undergraduate and postgraduate degrees who gain professional 
admission through the PCLL. After passing the PCLL, they must enter into 
a trainee solicitor contract with a solicitor qualified to employ trainee 
solicitors under S20 of the Legal Practitioners Ordinance Cap. 159 (“LPO”) 
for a duration of 2 years and upon completion of training, they may apply 
for admission as solicitors. 

 
(v) There is a fourth category of entrants. This category comprises those who 

are holders of overseas law degrees and who have been admitted as lawyers 
and may have practised in an overseas jurisdiction and who gain admission 
through the Overseas Lawyers Qualification Examination (“OLQE”). 

 
2. These entrants to the legal profession are examined by different examinations and 

are tested by different standards. The PCLL is to be taken before the trainee 
solicitor training, the Conversion Examination is to be taken by those with 
overseas qualifying law degrees to ensure they are competent in substantive law 
issues and are comparable to a standard attained by those with a qualifying law 
degree in Hong Kong. The Conversion Examination is to be taken prior to PCLL. 
As for the OLQE, candidates are tested on the standard of a newly qualified 
solicitor in Hong Kong. 

 

 1

LC Paper No. CB(4)225/13-14(03)



 2

3. In relation to the PCLL, it is administered by the 3 law schools only. As the 
definition of PCLL in the LPO refers to the PCLL programmes of City U, CUHK 
and HKU, and the Trainee Solicitors Rules Cap. 159J provides a person may only 
enter into a trainee solicitor contract if he has passed the PCLL, under current 
legislation, it will not be possible for other institutions to provide a PCLL 
programme which will enable their graduates to gain recognition and admission as 
solicitors under the LPO. 

 
4. The three law schools enjoy self-accreditation status and they are empowered by 

statutes through which they were established to run the PCLL programmes, set 
their own admission criteria and conduct their own different PCLL examinations, 
subject to the PCLL Benchmarks (“Benchmarks”) issued by the Law Society 
(“Society”).  

 
5. The Benchmarks set out the aim, the scope, the teaching, learning and assessment 

methods of the PCLL courses and prescribe that students should be accepted into 
the PCLL courses only if they have obtained a high 2:2 in a qualifying law degree 
or a non-law degree and in the case of a lower 2:2, the students can be accepted if 
they are able to demonstrate other strengths. 

 
6. The OLQE is administered by the Society. 
 
7. In recent years, views have been expressed by members of the legal profession 

that there is a lack of consistency in the PCLL examinations, as well as 
questioning why the entry to the profession is not administered by the profession 
itself. 

 
8. As a result, the Council of the Society has deliberated this issue and resolved to 

undertake a consultation with the stakeholders on the question of a common 
entrance examination (“CEE”). 

 
9. Consultants were appointed and a consultation document produced by the 

consultants is attached in Annex 1.  
 
10. The consultation document sets out the different routes to admission as solicitors, 

considers the problems to which a CEE might be a solution and whether there 
might be alternative solutions. If a CEE is appropriate, there are then questions 
about when it should be taken and at what level; what should be assessed and how 
the CEE would relate to existing qualifications such as the law degree and PCLL. 
A list of questions is set out in the consultation document for the consideration of 
the stakeholders to which a response is requested. 

 
11. The consultation document is posted on the public zone of the website of the 

Society. The consultation period runs from 1 to 31 December 2013. 
 
12. The consultants will in due course consider all responses, prepare a report and 

make recommendations to the Society. 
 
                                           The Law Society of Hong Kong 
                                                       9 December 2013 


















































































































