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Public Markets and Related Issues 
 
At the meeting of the Panel on Food Safety and Environmental Hygiene 

("the Panel") on 8 January 2013, members expressed the view that the 
Administration should review the positioning, functions and usage of public 
markets with a view to improving the operating environment of public markets.  
Subsequently, at the meeting on 9 July 2013, the Administration informed the 
Panel that the Administration was conducting preparatory work for engaging a 
consultant to explore ways to improve the operating environments of public 
markets currently managed by the Food and Environmental Hygiene 
Department ("the Consultancy Study").  The Administration was requested to 
inform the Panel of the relevant parts of the consultancy brief to facilitate 
members to provide views on the direction or perspective of the Consultancy 
Study. 
 
2. In August 2013, the Administration provided the Panel with an 
information note on the relevant parts of the consultancy brief (see Appendix).  
According to the information note, the consultant will focus on existing public 
markets and explore ways to improve their operating environment befitting their 
functions and positioning.  The Consultancy Study is expected to cover four 
areas as follows -  
 

(a) tendering views on the functions and positioning of public markets; 
 
(b) surveying the public markets and coming up with concrete 

improvement proposals for five or six representative ones; 
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(c) providing some general suggestions for the routine improvement 
works for public markets; and 

 
(d) suggesting ways and pragmatic measures to preserve market stalls 

that are selling traditional commodities or involving traditional 
specialty. 

 
3. At the policy briefing given by the Secretary for Food and Health on 
17  January 2014, members were advised that the Consultancy Study 
commenced in December 2013 and was scheduled to submit preliminary 
findings in mid-2014.  According to the Administration, the consultant was 
expected to comprehensively analyze all relevant factors affecting the operating 
environment of public markets such as consumer profile (e.g. income and age), 
their shopping preferences, the mode of market operation, as well as the state of 
transport network in the vicinity etc. and formulate recommendations.  
 
4. In response to members' enquiry raised at the meeting of the 
Subcommittee on Issues Relating to Public Markets ("the Subcommittee") on 
25 March 2014, the Administration advised that BMT Asia Pacific was the 
consultant engaged for the Consultancy Study.  Members considered it 
necessary for the Subcommittee to arrange a meeting as early as practicable to 
meet with the consultant to discuss the scope of the consultancy study, 
particularly the positioning and functions of public markets.   
 
5. The Subcommittee will meet with the Administration and the consultant 
to discuss the Consultancy Study on 29 April 2014.  
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Source : Information note provided by the Administration on improving the operating 

environment of public markets and related issues – consultancy study (Annex to LC 
Paper No. CB(2)1694/12-13(01)) 




