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Purpose 
 
1. This paper summarizes the concerns of the members of the Panel on 
Health Services ("the Panel") on the AIDS Trust Fund ("ATF"). 
 
 
Background 
 
2. ATF was established on 30 April 1993 with a capital commitment of 
$350 million.  The Fund provides (a) ex-gratia payments for persons infected 
with Human Immunodeficiency Virus ("HIV") through the transfusion in Hong 
Kong of blood products prior to August 1985; (b) financial support for medical 
and support services for HIV-infected patients to augment the existing services 
provided by the Hospital Authority and the Department of Health ("DH"); and 
(c) financial support for publicity and public education activities on prevention 
of Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome ("AIDS"). 
 
3. ATF is administered on the advice of the Council for the AIDS Trust Fund, 
which is appointed by the Chief Executive.  Three Sub-Committees are set up 
under the Council to consider funding applications for the above three areas.  
There are two types of funding support for (b) and (c) above, namely, 
programme fund for activities designed to be run for longer term or repeated in 
cycles, and project fund for one-off activities designed to be completed within 
one year.  There is no pre-set ceiling for grants allocated under the programme 
fund, whereas the grant ceiling of each project under the project fund is 
$0.5 million.  During the period from 2007-2008 to 2012-2013, there were a 
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total of 183 applications for the programme and project funds, of which 101 
were granted funding support and 82 were rejected.  Details of the statistics on 
programmes and projects supported during the period are in Appendix I.  As at 
31 March 2012, the balance of ATF was $89.4 million. 
 
 
Deliberations of the Panel 
 
4. The Panel held a meeting in March 2007 to discuss the prevention and 
control of HIV/AIDS.  The deliberations and concerns of members on ATF are 
summarized below. 
 
5. Concern was raised about whether the funding allocation of ATF was 
following closely the changing needs arising from the prevalent epidemic in 
Hong Kong.  The Administration advised that an Advisory Council on AIDS 
("ACA") was formed in 1990 to advise the Government on policies relating to 
the prevention, care and control of HIV infection and AIDS in Hong Kong.  
One of its key tasks was to recommend a set of five-year HIV/AIDS strategies 
for Hong Kong.  The five identified priority areas for action for 2007-2011 
included: (a) scaling up targeted HIV prevention in risk populations with men 
having sex with men being the most pressing priority; (b) mobilizing an 
effective community-based response with prioritization of resources to the areas 
of need and the provision of adequate technical support; (c) enhancing 
surveillance and HIV testing; (d) sustaining access to quality treatment and care 
for people living with HIV/AIDS; and (e) interfacing with Mainland China and 
nearby regions for an effective response.  The Council for ATF would take into 
account ACA's latest recommended HIV/AIDS strategies in considering 
applications for the programme and project funds. 
 
6. Members were further advised that in response to the local epidemic, ATF 
had been and would set aside additional funds to support community-based 
programmes or projects.  For instance, a two-year Special Project Fund 
devoted to HIV prevention for men who had sex with men was launched on 
1 December 2006.  A sum of $9 million from ATF had been apportioned to the 
Special Project Fund for the financial years of 2007-2008 and 2008-2009. 
 
7. There were views that financial support of ATF should be targeted at 
medical and support services for people living with HIV/AIDS, training for 
frontline AIDS workers, and public education for youth and students on the 
prevention of HIV/AIDS. 
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8. According to the Administration, supporting community-based 
programmes and grants on HIV/AIDS publicity and public education targeting 
the youth had all along been one of the priority funding areas of ATF.  In 
addition, DH had launched a website in collaboration with Radio Television 
Hong Kong on educating young people the importance of practising safe sex.  
Outreach teams would also visit schools to promote safe sex regularly. 
 
 
Recent development 
 
9. ACA promulgated the Recommended HIV/AIDS Strategies for Hong 
Kong 2012-2016 in March 2012.  Based on the Strategies, ATF will accord 
higher funding priorities to programmes targeted at the five high risk groups, 
namely, men who have sex with men, male clients of female sex workers, 
injecting drug users, sex workers and people living with HIV, and tie in with the 
following priority areas as identified by ACA - 
 

(a) scale up HIV prevention in priority communities including men 
having sex with men, male clients of female sex workers, injecting 
drug users and sex workers; 

 
(b) maintain holistic and quality HIV treatment, care and support; 
 
(c) foster an environment which supports safer sex, harm reduction and 

anti-discrimination; 
 
(d) drive strategically informed and accountable interventions; and 
 
(e) enhance partnership and capacity for an effective response within 

Hong Kong and the nearby region. 
 
 
Relevant papers 
 
10. A list of the relevant papers on the Legislative Council website is in 
Appendix II. 
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Statistics on programmes and projects supported by the AIDS Trust Fund 
during the period from 2007-2008 to 2012-2013 

 
Number of approved applications 
 

Category  2007-
2008 

 2008-
2009 

 2009-
2010 

 2010-
2011 

 2011-
2012 

 2012-
2013 

Total

Medical Support and 
Services 

2 2 9 6 6 7 32 

Publicity and Public 
Education 

6 7 8 3 10 8 42 

Special Project Fund (1) 22 4 1 - - - 27 

Total 30 13 18 9 16 15 101 

 
Number of rejected applications 
 

Category 
 2007-
2008 

 2008-
2009 

 2009-
2010 

 2010-
2011 

 2011-
2012 

 2012-
2013 

Total

Medical Support and 
Services 

1 4 6 6 6 11 34 

Publicity and Public 
Education 

2 3 11 5 4 2 27 

Special Project Fund (1) 17 4 - - - - 21 

Total 20 11 17 11 10 13 82 

 
Amount granted by at-risk group (HK$'000) (2) 
 

Target group of 
applications 

 2007-
2008 

 2008-
2009 

 2009-
2010 

 2010-
2011 

 2011-
2012 

 2012-
2013 

Total Percentage

Cross-border 
travelers 

0 3,294 0 0 4,142 0 7,436 5% 

Commercial sex 
workers and clients 

2,617 4,837 3,185 4,539 8,717 3,196 27,092 18% 

Men who have sex 
with men 

7,646 8,352 7,443 0 12,677 11,651 47,769 31% 

Injecting drug users 2,916 2,450 0 3,402 2,377 0 11,144 7% 

People living with 
HIV/AIDS 

0 8,588 1,547 336 10,670 1,096 22,239 15% 

Research 2,468 259 4,465 3,458 1,345 3,648 15,643 10% 

Others 2,844 6,555 65 3,278 9,176 74 21,992 14% 

Total 18,490 34,335 16,706 15,013 49,105 19,666 153,315 100% 
 

Note: (1) Upon its expiry in August 2008, Special Project Fund has been subsumed under Medical Support and 
Services and Publicity and Public Education application. 

 (2) Figures may not add up to total due to rounding. 

 
Source: Website of the Council for the AIDS Trust Fund at http://www.atf.gov.hk 
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Appendix II 

 
 

Relevant papers on the AIDS Trust Fund 
 
 

Committee Date of meeting Paper 

Panel on Health Services 
 

12.3.2007 
(Item IV) 
 

Agenda 
Minutes 
CB(2)2437/06-07(01) 
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http://www.legco.gov.hk/yr06-07/english/panels/hs/agenda/hsag0312.htm�
http://www.legco.gov.hk/yr06-07/english/panels/hs/minutes/hs070312.pdf�
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	hs1028cb2-112-4-e
	hs1028cb2-112-4a-e
	hs1028cb2-112-4b-e


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.5
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [600 600]
  /PageSize [595.276 841.890]
>> setpagedevice


