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Regulation of pesticide residues in Chinese herbal medicines 

 
 
 The subject of regulation of pesticide residues in Chinese herbal 
medicines per se has not been discussed by the Panel on Health Services.  
There have been media reports about the findings of a test conducted by an 
environmental concern group on pesticide residues contained in Chinese herbs.  
In mid-2013, the concern group collected at retail level seven samples of 
Chinese herbs in Hong Kong and another 58 samples in the Mainland for testing 
of pesticide residues.  The test results indicated the presence of residues of 
highly toxic pesticides or excessive level of pesticide residues in 48 samples, 
including five samples which were taken in Hong Kong.  There has been a call 
for the Government to strengthen the regulation of pesticide residues in Chinese 
herbal medicines to ensure that they are fit for human consumption.  
The relevant media reports are in Appendix for members' reference. 
 
2. At present, the Chinese Medicine Ordinance (Cap. 549) provides the 
statutory framework for the regulation of the practice, use, trading and 
manufacturing of Chinese medicines in Hong Kong.  A total of 605 substances 
are being classified as Chinese herbal medicines under Schedules 1 and 2 of the 
Ordinance.  Schedule 1 contains 31 Chinese herbal medicines which are known 
to be potent, whereas Schedule 2 contains 574 other Chinese herbal medicines 
commonly used in Hong Kong.  Chinese medicines traders who engage in the 
business of retail and wholesale of these Chinese herbal medicines are required 
under the Ordinance to obtain the relevant licence before the commencement of 
their business.  In addition, those Chinese herbal medicines specified in 
Schedule 1 may only be sold or dispensed based on prescription by registered 
Chinese medicine practitioners.  Separately, according to the Import and 
Export Ordinance (Cap. 60), any person who wished to import or export any of 
the 31 Chinese herbal medicines specified in Schedule 1 and five Chinese herbal 
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medicines specified in Schedule 2 of Cap. 549 must first apply for an import or 
export licence.  According to the Administration, the Department of Health 
("DH") has put in place a surveillance system on Chinese herbal medicines for 
local sale.  Medicine samples will be taken to test, among others, for pesticide 
residues on a regular basis. 
 
3. To enhance the safety and quality of commonly used Chinese Materia 
Medica ("CMM") in Hong Kong, DH has been developing the Hong Kong 
Chinese Materia Medica Standards ("HKCMMS") since 2002.  HKCMMS 
includes, among others, recommended maximum permitted residue limits and 
analytical methods for determination of the residues of the following nine 
pesticides in CMM: (a) Aldrin and Dieldrin; (b) Chlordane; (c) DDT; (d) Endrin; 
(e) Heptachlor; (f) Hexachlorobenzene; (g) Hexachlorocyclohexane isomers; 
(h) Lindane; and (i) Quintozene.  Five editions of HKCMMS covering 
standards for a total of 140 CMM have been published so far. 
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