
立法會 
Legislative Council 

 
LC Paper No. CB(2)107/13-14(02) 

Ref : CB2/PS/1/12 
 

Panel on Welfare Services and Panel on Health Services 
 

Joint Subcommittee on Long-term Care Policy 
 
Background brief prepared by the Legislative Council Secretariat for 

the meeting on 25 October 2013 
 

Respite service for the elderly and persons with disabilities  
 
 
Purpose 
 
 This paper provides a brief account of the past discussions at 
meetings of the Council and its committees on the provision of respite 
service for the elderly and persons with disabilities ("PWDs").     
 
 
Background 
 
2. The Government provides respite service for the elderly and PWDs 
in need so that their families or carers may take a short break and take care 
of personal matters.  This also helps to temporarily relieve the families or 
carers from their caring duties and alleviate their stress.    
 
3. According to the Administration, there are two kinds of respite 
service for the elderly, namely Day Respite Service for Elders (temporary 
day care service) and Residential Respite Service (short-term residential 
service for the elderly).  The service aims at providing support to carers, 
relieving their stress and allowing them to take a short break when 
necessary, thereby encouraging and assisting elderly people to age in the 
community as long as possible.  Day Respite Service for Elders is being 
provided by 65 subvented day care centres/units for the elderly 
("DEs/DCUs") across the territory.  As of 31 March 2013, the Social 
Welfare Department ("SWD") designated 118 day respite places at these 
DEs/DCUs.  Individual DEs/DCUs can also make use of any casual 
vacancy to provide respite service.  SWD will continue to designate day 
respite places in the newly established subvented DEs/DCUs.  As regards 
Residential Respite Service, in addition to the 11 designated residential 
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respite places provided by subvented residential care homes for the elderly 
("RCHEs"), SWD also utilizes the casual vacancies of the subsidized 
places in all subvented nursing homes and care-and-attention homes, as 
well as contract homes to provide Residential Respite Service.   
 
4.  Residential respite service for PWDs is attached to subvented 
residential care homes for persons with disabilities ("RCHDs"), providing 
short-term residential care for persons with disabilities aged 15 or above so 
that their families or carers may, with advance planning, take a short break 
or attend to personal affairs.  Starting from April 2008, SWD has extended 
the service in some of the RCHDs to cover children with disabilities aged 
six to 14. 
 
 
Deliberations by Members 
 
Respite service for the elderly 
 
5.  Members were concerned about the acute shortage of respite service 
for the elderly persons who had long-term care needs but were not offered 
subvented RCHE places.  They called on the Administration to increase 
respite service places for shortening the waiting time for Residential 
Respite Service for Elders and to provide counselling service for the carers 
suffering from inadequate rest and mental stress because they had to take 
care of these elderly persons.  Some members enquired whether the 
Administration had provided private RCHEs with subsidies as incentives 
for offering residential respite service so that more service places could be 
provided for the elderly persons.   
 
6. The Administration advised that apart from subvented RCHEs which 
provided 11 residential respite places designated by SWD, every subvented 
nursing home, RCHE and contract RCHE had been utilizing its subsidized 
places which were casually vacant to provide residential respite service.  
Starting from March 2012, SWD had also made use of the subsidized 
places which were casually vacant in private RCHEs under the Enhanced 
Bought Place Scheme to provide additional residential respite places, and 
all of these were subsidized places.   
 
7. In reply to a Member's written question raised at the Council meeting 
on 4 July 2012 regarding the average waiting time for the respite service 
for the elderly, the Administration advised that as applications for day and 
residential respite services were made directly to the service units, or 
referred to other units, they did not come under the central waiting 
mechanism of SWD.  As a result, SWD did not have the number of people 
waiting for such services nor information about the waiting time.  
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Nevertheless, SWD checked with the service providers from time to time 
about the usage of respite services as service planning reference.  In 
addition, if carers of the elderly needed any counselling service, they could 
seek help from District Elderly Community Centres and Integrated Family 
Service Centres/Integrated Service Centres.  
 
Residential respite service for children with disabilities 
 
8. Apart from the shortage of respite service places, Members had 
expressed concern that residential respite services for children with 
disabilities aged below 15 might cease after March 2014, given the 
time-limited nature of the one-off grant from the Lotteries Fund for the 
service.  They also suggested that the admission procedures for children 
seeking urgent respite services should be simplified.   
 
9. The Administration advised that due to the time-limited nature of the 
one-off grant, some non-governmental organizations ("NGOs") operating 
the service had raised their concern about the difficulty in providing the 
extended residential respite service for children with disabilities aged 
below 15 with the lapse of the provision of the additional manpower by 
March 2014.  It assured members that recurrent funding would be 
provided for the nine NGOs for the continuous provision of the service; and 
that respite places would also be reserved in newly constructed RCHDs for 
this purpose.  Whilst fully recognizing the service need for residential 
respite for PWDs, SWD would review the service situation with NGOs and 
follow up as appropriate.  Members' suggestion on admission procedures 
would also be relayed to the NGOs.   
  
 
Relevant papers 
 
10. A list of the relevant papers on the Legislative Council website is in 
the Appendix. 
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Proceedings  
Pages 132 – 136  
 

Joint Committee on 
Long-term Care Policy 

26 March 2013 
(Item I) 

Agenda 
Minutes  
 

Finance Committee 11 April 2013 
 

Administration's replies 
to members' written 
questions in examining 
the Estimates of 
Expenditure 2013-2014 
Pages 219-220 
 

Joint Committee on 
Long-term Care Policy 

23 April 2013 
(Item I)  

Agenda 
Minutes  
 

Joint Committee on 
Long-term Care Policy 

28 May 2013 
(Item I) 

Agenda 
 
 

Joint Committee on 
Long-term Care Policy 

2 July 2013 
(Item I) 

Agenda 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Council Business Division 2 
Legislative Council Secretariat 
22 October 2013 

http://www.legco.gov.hk/yr11-12/english/counmtg/hansard/cm0704-translate-e.pdf�
http://www.legco.gov.hk/yr11-12/english/counmtg/hansard/cm0704-translate-e.pdf�
http://www.legco.gov.hk/yr11-12/english/counmtg/hansard/cm0704-translate-e.pdf�
http://www.legco.gov.hk/yr12-13/english/panels/ltcp/agenda/ltcp20130326.htm�
http://www.legco.gov.hk/yr12-13/english/panels/ltcp/minutes/ltcp20130326.pdf�
http://www.legco.gov.hk/yr12-13/english/fc/fc/w_q/lwb-ww-e.pdf�
http://www.legco.gov.hk/yr12-13/english/fc/fc/w_q/lwb-ww-e.pdf�
http://www.legco.gov.hk/yr12-13/english/fc/fc/w_q/lwb-ww-e.pdf�
http://www.legco.gov.hk/yr12-13/english/fc/fc/w_q/lwb-ww-e.pdf�
http://www.legco.gov.hk/yr12-13/english/fc/fc/w_q/lwb-ww-e.pdf�
http://www.legco.gov.hk/yr12-13/english/fc/fc/w_q/lwb-ww-e.pdf�
http://www.legco.gov.hk/yr12-13/english/panels/ltcp/agenda/ltcp20130423.htm�
http://www.legco.gov.hk/yr12-13/english/panels/ltcp/minutes/ltcp20130423.pdf�
http://www.legco.gov.hk/yr12-13/english/panels/ltcp/agenda/ltcp20130528.htm�
http://www.legco.gov.hk/yr12-13/english/panels/ltcp/agenda/ltcp20130702.htm�


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.5
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [600 600]
  /PageSize [595.276 841.890]
>> setpagedevice


