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' Amnesty International, Exploited for Profit, Failed by Governments: Indonesian migrant domestic
workers trafficked to Hong Kong, November 2013 (Al Index: ASA 17/029/2013); ITUC, IMWU and
HKCTU, Final Report on Malpractices of Recruitment Agencies toward Indonesian Domestic Workers in
Hong Kong (unpublished), in collaboration with the Institute for National and Democratic Studies
(INDIES), June 2012; and Mission for Migrant Workers, Live-in Policy Increases Female FDW's
Vulnerability to Various Types of Abuse, April 2013.
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Submission by Rights Exposure to the Panel on Welfare Services,
Subcommittee on Strategy and Measures to Tackle Domestic
Violence and Sexual Violence

Multiple research conducted in the past few years® indicate that migrant domestic
workers in Hong Kong are vulnerable to physical and sexual violence. Their
situation is exacerbated by the live-in requirement, which increases the workers’
isolation and restricts their recourse to assistance and support.

Migrant domestic workers have difficulty in accessing information and services in
general while in Hong Kong. This is due in part to the unfamiliarity with their rights
or local laws/provisions, language barrier, and restrictions placed on their freedom
of movement. Given this context, those who are victims of physical or sexual
violence would face greater obstacles than local residents in accessing sheltered
accommodation, which is already difficult due to its limited capacity.

In view of the above, Rights Exposure recommends that the Government of Hong
Kong SAR:

= increase the number of government-assisted sheltered accommodation for
victims of physical and sexual violence;

= ensure that migrant domestic workers who are victims of physical and sexual
violence have equal effective access to appropriate support measures,
including shelters, interpretation, medical care, counselling and legal
assistance;

* in cooperation with consulates from countries of origin, ensure that migrant
domestic workers attend an induction upon arrival in Hong Kong during
which they are properly informed about their rights, including what
constitutes sexual harassment/violence and where they can go for assistance.

2 Amnesty International, Exploited for Profit, Failed by Governments: Indonesian migrant
domestic workers trafficked to Hong Kong, November 2013 (Al Index: ASA 17/029/2013);
ITUC, IMWU and HKCTU, Final Report on Malpractices of Recruitment Agencies toward
Indonesian Domestic Workers in Hong Kong (unpublished), in collaboration with the Institute
for National and Democratic Studies (INDIES), June 2012; and Mission for Migrant Workers,
Live-in Policy Increases Female FDW’s Vulnerability to Various Types of Abuse, April 2013.





