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FtIJaJJ._çe C_ornmittee A2et:吋a Items 

1 refe主的出εletter from the Secret位于 fo主 F.inancial Se.rvìces and thεTreasury to you 

dated 19 ] anu位于 2015 已CPape主 No. FC83/1415(01)). 

1 note 出at 吐le Secr位位于 has dεCl吐ed to with社raw four items fjτom 出e agenda of the 

Fìnance Committee and considers it appropriate to make provision for these items in 出e 2015-

16 dra f-t Estimates [0 be considered in the context of the 2015λppropriation B泣 Not oruy Ìs 

this highly unusual, but more importanùy, 吐斗s w到 set a dangerous precedent for 由c

Gov位凹nent to b},'Pass the Finance Commìttee in respect of any itcm whose “accounung 

arrangements. . . are relaúv句 simple>' by making p主oV1s10n 自由e annual 品raft Es丘mates and 

Appropriati.on Bills. In relati.on to 吐山， the fo l1owing passage in Enkine May: Parliamentary 

Practice (24th Edìúon) is par吐cularly relevant:-

"It is a general principle of constÌtutional propriety that new functions which are to be exercised on a 

continuing basis and whìch are to be financed out of ιmoney to be provided by Parliame肘， through 

the annual Appropriation Acts should be authorized by specific Act, supported by a financial 

resolution, and not by the Appropriation Act alone." (p. 715) 

Given 也在t this \1..rill seriously affect the abili可 of the Legislative Council to exercise its 

pOVle工s and functions unde工 λ血cle 73 of the Basic Law to ex，叮叮le and approve budgets a吋

pub誼c expen丘iture ， 1 am w拉出g to ask respectfu旬出at members of thc A白白istra吐on be 

llv-1.ted to a special meeti.ng of出e Finance Committee to expla.in the rationale and legal basis for 

hε';vithdrawal of the items. 

Dennis K巴wok

Membe主 of the Fina日ce Co紅油1Ìttee

cc : Ms Elizabeth Tse, Pen叫自1t Secretary for Financial Se主vices and thc Treasu主y (Tre圳工y)
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