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Clerk to the Finance Committee
Legislative Council Secretariat
Legislative Council Complex

1 Legislative Council Road, Central
Hong Kong

(Attn: Ms Anita SIT)

Dear Ms Sit,

Finance Committee
Follow-up to meeting on 17 April 2015
160DS — Tuen Mun sewerage, stage 1
346DS — Upgrading of Tuen Mun sewerage, phase 1

At the meeting of the Finance Committee on 17 April 2015, Members
requested the Government to provide information on the proportion of village houses
of each village, where the connection to the centralized sewage treatment system has
been completed in the past ten years. We would provide the Government's response
as follows.

Village sewerage is part of the Government’s sewerage provision programme
to improve the environmental and sanitary conditions of the rural areas and reduce
pollution to our rivers and coastal waters. During the sewerage design and
construction phrase, we will keep liaising with village representatives and house
owners and organise consultation meetings to consult villagers’ views on the location
of tapping points and other issues related to the sewerage project. When the
sewerage construction works have been completed and village sewers are available for
connection, we will invite the village representatives and house owners to briefing
sessions to explain the legal and technical requirements and details of making the
connection. Advisory letters will then be issued to the house owners concerned
requesting them to complete the sewer connection works before a deadline.

Our connection rate records are collected for keeping track of the connection
work progress. Therefore, some of the adjacent villages with close connection work
commencement dates are not counted separately. Besides, to accurately reflect the
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progress in connection, village houses which could not be connected to the public
sewers due to limited space, hydraulic gradient, obstruction from underground utilities,
encroachment on other’s private land or other technical constraints are excluded from
the calculation of connection rate. The connection rates of village areas vary
depending on a number of factors. We do not have records of the reasons of
non-connection to the public sewers for individual cases. In general, apart from
on-going sewer connection works, in some village areas, the reasons also include
complicated house ownership (for example multiple owners), unsuccessful attempt to
contact owner, owner with plan to re-build the village house and postpone the sewer
connection, etc. Some village sewerage schemes have also reserved sewer
connection points for land lots with village house development proposals to facilitate
future connection of sewage to the public sewerage system. For sewerage
catchments where village sewerage was completed earlier, for example Sha Tin, the
connection rates are usually higher.

As at end 2014, the territory-wide overall connection rate is 85% and the
connection rates of individual village areas are provided in Enclosure. The village
sewerage programme is to construct sewage collection system within the sewerage
catchment for the collection of sewage. Hence, the coverage of individual village
adopted in the programme may not be identical to that adopted by other departments.

Yours sincerely,

—_—

1\. L7\ L)
I(éjmy YUEN

for Director of Environmeéntal Protection

C.C: SFST (Attn: Ms Crystal PANG) (Fax.: 2147 5240)
DDS (Attn: Mr Raymond TAI) (Fax.: 2827 8526)




Enclosure
i
Connection rate of villages with completed village sewerage project
under the village sewerage programme
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Enclosure
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District Village Name Connection Rate (%)l
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Note T

| Sewerage network does not cover village houses not technically feasible to make connection to the public sewer.

TIKU AR T B EE S O IERR T R AR AR A LTSGR E -

2 Dry weather flow interceptor was built to collect the sewage to government sewers.
FEAENTTREH R FEA SR EAITKE -

3 Sewer connection works are still on-going.

TR TR TR -

4 Latest batch of houses available for connection in 2014.

AERHHESL T (E Sy P BT » Horh SO P BT E TR 20 144E R -

5 Targetted houses are no longer in use and no wastewater is generated.

BiERFHOZES » g FEESK -

6 Sewerage connection points reserved for planned village house development,

JHKFEE BT A IR B AT R -

7 For the remaining houses, sewerage connection will commence upon completion of sewer extension works.
HERCTACRIE M TIZME » (EEhRe TEFIIHETE -

8 Progress limited by contractors available in Islands District. Some owners cannot be reached for reasons including being away
from Hong Kong. Some houses are unoccupied.

TAZERCZ PSS R ERE H R - B XA EEERERERS - B7ETFOHEER -

9 For the remaining houses, 18 houses are due to be connected by the Government under the Northeast New Territories Landfill
village sewerage project. The owners' undertaking of future maintenance of internal sewerage however could not yet be obtained.
Excluding these 18 houses, the house connection rate is 84%.

Hp 18FTR T A F ARSI TRKIE 248 T2 8 T BT A F TR - BEF RARRREATRARL AR
WIFKERAVHEE E T » FILREEIETIEEI IR - FRIGISFIET AL » $EIRE#84% -

10 On completion of the public sewer construction works, the village representatives and house owners claimed that they objected
to the works and disagreed to proceed forthwith the house connections. Such objection was not known previously. These village
houses have installed septic tanks and they have not been found causing pollution. We would continue to monitor the situation. We
would enforce the connection requirement if pollution is found or when the houses are redeveloped.

FERAITHRETIZE » REMELIRTREE TR  FEEZGETHEE - RPOETRETERIF I RER IS
HFEHER - MENEERCEL  TREFHECTH - RPTSEAGEZERER - WHAHBUSAER G ERNE# -
RMEERFETHETHRR TR -

11 Connection work started in 2013 or after. According fo our records, most of the village house connections would be completed
by the house owners within 5 years after the laying of village sewers.

S TIR0130E 2 fehlE - IRIBIRFINTEEER - KEAFEFETACRENE A FERN SRR TR -

12 The main targets are the two elderly homes for 380 persons (with 87% of the sewage discharge load of the sewerage catchment)
and have completed connection to the public sewer.

SRS KIE Y 2 B R AR TS 380 NAYEEE R ((R5/KEKEN8T% 5 /KEHE) » M EER T TREEET -
13 DSD is arranging extension of the tapping points to the village houses’ lot boundary to facilitate the remaining sewer
connection works.

Blhii TRV TR » BB IETHHE DA REEEE (HE LA -






