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 Dengue fever ("DF") is an acute mosquito-borne infection caused by the 
dengue viruses.  It is an endemic illness in many countries in Southeast Asia.  
The dengue viruses encompass four distinct serotypes (i.e. DEN-1 to -4), each of 
which can lead to DF and dengue haemorrhagic fever ("DHF").  The various 
serotypes of the dengue virus are not transmitted directly from person to person.  
They are transmitted to humans through the bites of infected female Aedes 
mosquitoes.  Infected humans are the main amplifying host of the dengue virus.  
When a patient infected with the dengue virus is bitten by a vector mosquito, the 
mosquito becomes infected and it is capable of transmitting the virus while 
biting other healthy people.  DF is clinically characterized by sudden onset of 
high fever, severe headache, pain behind the eyes, muscle and joint pain, loss of 
appetite, nausea and rash.  The incubation period ranges from three to 14 days, 
commonly four to seven days. 
 
2. At present, there is no specific medicine or vaccine to treat dengue.  
Once recovered, lifelong immunity against that particular serotype of dengue 
virus will develop.  However, cross-immunity to the other serotypes after 
recovery is only partial and temporary.  Subsequent infections with other 
serotypes of dengue virus increase the risk of developing DHF, which is a severe 
and potentially fatal complication of DF.  Preventing or reducing dengue virus 
transmission depends entirely on control of the mosquito vectors or interruption 
of human-vector contact. 
 
3. The number of DF cases in neighbouring areas continues to stay at a high 
level.  Apart from Thailand, Singapore and Malaysia, there is a recent upsurge 
in DF cases in Guangdong since September 2014, and most are from Guangzhou.  
In Hong Kong, the principal vector of dengue, Aedes aegypti, is not found.  
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However, Aedes albopictus, which is a secondary dengue vector, is commonly 
found in Hong Kong.  DF is a statutorily notifiable disease since 1994.  
Majority of the DF cases reported were imported from endemic areas mostly 
from Southeast Asia countries but local cases had occurred in 2002, 2003 and 
2010.  In 2012 and 2013, 53 and 103 DF cases were reported respectively and 
all were imported cases.  In 2014 (as of 7 November 2014), 97 imported cases 
were reported.  Three local cases were confirmed on 25 October, 3 and 
7 November 2014 respectively.  Both patients in the first and second local 
cases recalled mosquito bites at the MTR Corporation Limited's construction 
site for the Sai Ying Pun Station where they had worked, whereas the patient in 
the third case recalled mosquito bites in the vicinity of Tsing Yi.  According to 
the Centre for Health Protection ("CHP"), the epidemiological and laboratory 
findings are suggestive of more than one source of infection. 
 
4. The recent confirmation of three local cases of DF has aroused public 
concern over the measures put in place by the Government to prevent an 
outbreak of DF in Hong Kong.  An urgent meeting of the Interdepartmental 
Coordinating Committee on Mosquito-borne Diseases chaired by the Controller 
of CHP and a special meeting of the Anti-Mosquito Steering Committee chaired 
by the Permanent Secretary for Food and Health (Food) was held on 27 October 
and 11 November 2014 respectively.  According to the Administration, CHP 
has conducted field investigation by surveys at the patients' residence and 
workplaces for active case finding.  The Food and Environment Hygiene 
Department has strengthened the mosquito preventive and control work in the 
areas within 500 metres from the residence of the patients, their workplaces, as 
well as areas they have visited during the incubation period.  It has also 
collected samples of Aedes albopictus from the areas relevant to the three cases 
for laboratory testing to ascertain whether they carry virus.  To enable early 
referral and prompt control, CHP has enhanced the surveillance on suspected DF 
cases in collaboration with public hospitals, private hospitals and private doctors.  
Other Government departments have also intensified their mosquito preventive 
and control work, and strengthened publicity and education campaigns.  The 
relevant media reports concerning the three local cases and press releases issued 
by the Administration on the above meetings are in Appendices I and II 
respectively for members' reference. 
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Interdepartmental Coordinating Committee on Mosquito-borne 
Diseases updated on local case of dengue fever (with photo) 
***********************************************************

     The Interdepartmental Coordinating Committee on Mosquito-
borne Diseases (ICC) convened an urgent meeting this afternoon 
(October 27) to follow up on the local case of dengue fever (DF) 
and provide updates on the latest situation of the disease as 
well as local prevention and control measures. 
 
     "We are highly concerned about the case and are working 
closely with the Food and Environmental Hygiene Department (FEHD) 
for all-out efforts to assess and prevent any spread of 
infection," the Chairman of the ICC and Controller of the Centre 
for Health Protection (CHP) of the Department of Health (DH), Dr 
Leung Ting-hung, said. 
 
     At the meeting, representatives of 20 government 
bureaux/departments (B/Ds) and organisation discussed the local 
case, re-examined the epidemiology of DF, and reaffirmed the 
importance of effective mosquito control. The CHP solicited 
support from B/Ds on the prevention and control of DF, including 
enhanced surveillance, active case finding, vector control and 
public education. 
 
     "The CHP has sent letters to doctors to alert them to the 
occurrence of the local DF case and enhanced the surveillance on 
suspected DF cases in collaboration with public hospitals under 
the Hospital Authority (HA), private hospitals and private 
doctors since October 25. Early referral and prompt control are 
critical to prevent further local spread of DF," Dr Leung said. 
 
     Officers of the CHP have been conducting field investigation 
at the patient's residence and workplace by active case finding. 
As of noon today, 296 questionnaires have been collected and none 
are symptomatic, while two residents undertook blood tests. 
 
     Persons who frequented Pok Hong Estate, Sai Ying Pun or 
Pamela Youde Nethersole Eastern Hospital with symptoms suggesting 
DF should call the CHP's public enquiry hotline (2125 1122) for 
laboratory investigation or referral to hospital as appropriate. 
The hotline will operate from 9am to 6pm and four calls were 
received as of 5pm. 
 
     Another health talk will be held with the FEHD at 7pm today 
in Sai Ying Pun Community Complex Community Hall to deliver 
health advice. Earlier, a total of 66 persons attended the health 
talks in Pok Hong Community Hall, Sha Tin, and at the 
construction site in Sai Ying Pun. 
 
     Locally, apart from the last DF cluster recorded in 
September 2010, the majority of DF cases were imported from 
endemic areas, mostly in Southeast Asia. As of yesterday (October 
26), 89 DF cases (88 imported, one local) were reported to the 
CHP this year. In 2013 and 2012, 103 and 53 cases were filed 
respectively and all were imported. 
 
     The CHP noted the recent upsurge in DF cases in Guangdong 
since September and the cumulative number of cases this year 
increased from 2 175 on September 11 to 41 155 as of yesterday 
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and most are from Guangzhou. Separately, in Taiwan, 7 546 DF 
cases were reported so far this year, more than eight times that 
in 2013. The DF activity is high, especially in southern Taiwan. 
DF activity has also remained high in Southeast Asia including 
various popular tourist attractions such as Thailand, Singapore 
and Malaysia, with 29 925, 16 549 and 80 578 cases recorded this 
year respectively. 
 
     "We again urge the public to take necessary precautions 
against mosquito-transmitted diseases both locally and during 
travel, particularly to DF-endemic areas. Mosquito control is of 
utmost importance to prevent the spread of DF," Dr Leung 
stressed. 
 
     "At present, no effective vaccine for DF is available. 
Therefore, the best preventive measures are to avoid mosquito 
bites and to eliminate pockets of stagnant water that serve as 
breeding sites for mosquitoes," Dr Leung said. 
 
     Travellers should take the following preventive measures 
against DF: 
 
* Wear loose, light-coloured, long-sleeved tops and trousers; 
* Use DEET-containing insect repellent on exposed parts of the 
body and clothing; and 
* Use mosquito screens or nets in rooms that are not air-
conditioned. 
 
     Anyone feeling unwell after returning from a trip should 
seek medical advice as soon as possible and provide travel 
details to their doctor. 
 
     Members of the public should also avoid accumulation of 
stagnant water by: 
 
* Disposing of all used cans and containers in covered rubbish 
bins; 
* Changing the water in vases with plants once a week in order to 
prevent accumulation of stagnant water in the saucers; 
* Covering all containers, wells and water storage points; 
* Ensuring air-conditioner drip trays are free of stagnant water; 
* Keeping all drains clear; and 
* Paving all uneven ground. 
 
     The public may visit the CHP's DF page 
(www.chp.gov.hk/en/content/9/24/19.html) or that of the DH's 
Travel Health Service (www.travelhealth.gov.hk) for further 
information on DF and outbreaks in other areas. Travel agents, 
tour guides and travellers can check the latest news and advice 
on preventive measures. 
 
     More information on mosquito control can be found on the 
FEHD's website 
(www.fehd.gov.hk/english/safefood/handbook_prev_mos_breeding.html
). 
 
     "Vector-borne diseases" is the theme of this year's World 
Health Day (WHD) of the World Health Organization. The public may 
visit the CHP's WHD Page 
(www.chp.gov.hk/en/view_content/28258.html) for more information. 
 
     Participating B/Ds and organisation of the ICC include the 
Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department, the 
Architectural Services Department, the Civil Engineering and 
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Development Department, the Drainage Services Department, the 
Education Bureau, the Electrical and Mechanical Services 
Department, the Environmental Protection Department, the FEHD, 
the DH, the Highways Department, the Home Affairs Department, the 
HA, the Housing Department, the Information Services Department, 
the Lands Department, the Leisure and Cultural Services 
Department, the Marine Department, the Social Welfare Department, 
the Transport Department and the Water Supplies Department. 

Ends/Monday, October 27, 2014 
Issued at HKT 17:20 
 
NNNN 
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Government enhances anti-mosquito measures in prevention of 
dengue fever 
************************************************************

     The Anti-Mosquito Steering Committee (AMSC), which comprises 
various bureaux and departments, held a special meeting today 
(November 11) to discuss ways to review the new rounds of anti-
mosquito work conducted by relevant departments in response to 
the recent confirmation of three local cases of dengue fever 
(DF), and examine how to step up preventive actions. 
 
     The Chairperson of the AMSC cum Permanent Secretary for Food 
and Health (Food), Mrs Marion Lai, said at the meeting that, in 
view of the recent confirmation of three local cases of DF, and 
the fact that the number of DF cases in neighbouring areas 
continues to stay at a high level, the community must remain 
vigilant. The Government and the community must work together in 
conducting anti-mosquito work. 
 
     In response to the confirmation of the three local cases, 
the Food and Environmental Hygiene Department (FEHD) has 
strengthened the mosquito preventive and control work in the 
areas within 500 metres from the residence of the patients in Sha 
Tin, Wong Tai Sin and Tsing Yi, their workplaces, as well as 
areas they have visited during the incubation period. FEHD has 
initiated prosecution against five parties responsible for 
managing the venues in which the breeding of mosquito larvae was 
found. Three of them are the contractors of construction sites 
appointed by the MTR Corporation Limited (MTRCL) and Housing 
Department respectively. The other two are the management 
companies of public housing estates. FEHD also convened meetings 
with the inter-departmental task forces on anti-mosquito work to 
discuss measures to strengthen mosquito prevention and control at 
the district level. FEHD staff have given health talks and 
distributed health education and promotion leaflets to schools 
and hospitals nearby. An outdoor broadcasting van has been 
deployed to the relevant areas in Central and Western, Sha Tin, 
Wong Tai Sin and Tsing Yi to alert the people and advise them of 
the importance of taking mosquito prevention and control 
measures. 
 
     FEHD has also strengthened the mosquito prevention and 
control work in areas in the vicinity of the MTRCL construction 
sites for the Sai Ying Pun Station where the patients of the 
first two confirmed cases have worked. FEHD has appealed for 
support from the MTRCL to strengthen their mosquito prevention 
and control work at their construction sites, and to disseminate 
the messages of mosquito prevention and control to their 
appointed contractors and site supervisors. 
 
     FEHD has collected samples of Aedes albopictus from the 
areas relevant to the three confirmed cases for laboratory 
testing to ascertain whether they carry virus. This will help 
eliminate the sources of infection. 
 
     The territory-wide thematic mosquito prevention and control 
special operation which commenced on October 20 will be extended 
throughout the winter season and last till January 23, 2015. 
Mosquito control work will also be enhanced during the year-end 
clean-up operation which is due to commence on January 26, 2015. 
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The district offices of FEHD will target areas which have drawn 
particular concerns, such as single-block buildings, village 
houses, large residential estates, construction sites and 
cargo/container terminals and handling areas at port areas and 
intensify mosquito prevention and control work thereat. 
 
     Other departments have also continued to intensify their 
mosquito preventive and control work, as well as strengthening 
publicity and education campaigns. 
 
     The Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department has 
strengthened mosquito prevention work and promotion activities in 
the venues and facilities under its management including 
recreational sites in country parks, Hong Kong Wetland Park and 
all government wholesale markets, etc. The department has also 
urged livestock and fish farmers to enhance anti-mosquito 
measures. 
 
     The Department of Health has enhanced the surveillance of DF 
and will carry out prompt investigation and control measures for 
cases of DF. The department has also implemented a series of 
measures at boundary control points to prevent importation of DF 
into Hong Kong and strengthened its publicity campaign to remind 
the public to take precautionary measures against mosquito-
transmitted diseases. 
 
     The Housing Department will continue to carry out their 
mosquito preventive and control work and step up publicity 
through posters, notices and leaflets on mosquito prevention in 
public housing estates. 
 
     The Development Bureau has reminded site staff of public 
works sites to ensure that the well-established anti-mosquito 
measures are duly undertaken. 
 
     The Lands Department will continue to conduct grass cutting 
regularly on government land under its responsibility and clear 
identified hillside illegal cultivation black spots to eliminate 
potential mosquito breeding grounds. With regard to the three DF 
confirmed local cases, the department plans to conduct additional 
grass cutting work in November and December. Letters have also 
been sent out to request short-term tenants to prevent and 
control mosquito breeding. 
 
     The Leisure and Cultural Services Department will continue 
to step up inspection, strengthen vector prevention and control, 
carry out anti-mosquito and cleansing operations, conduct roving 
exhibitions on the control and prevention of mosquito-borne 
diseases and DF, install mosquito trapping devices, display and 
distribute anti-mosquito publicity materials and step up 
enforcement action against littering offenders at its venues. 
 
     The Education Bureau has jointly organised with FEHD a talk 
on DF vectors for school personnel. Schools were recently 
reminded again to keep the school and the surrounding environment 
clean. 
 
     The District Offices of Home Affairs Department will assist 
in the publicity for mosquito prevention and control, including 
distributing anti-mosquito promotional leaflets and items, as 
well as facilitating the organisation of health talks. 
 
     The Government Property Agency has tasked its property 
management agents to continue to take appropriate anti-mosquito 
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measures, including strengthening inspection work, promptly 
removing stagnant water, regularly cutting grass and applying 
larvicidal oil, and increasing the frequency of the work, as well 
as stepping up the publicity for mosquito prevention and control. 
 
     Mrs Lai pointed out that all relevant government departments 
would work together and stay vigilant in eliminating the 
potential breeding places of mosquitoes. She added that the 
Government would closely monitor the effectiveness of the 
measures and make timely adjustment if necessary, so as to better 
control the mosquito problem and minimise the threat of DF and 
other mosquito-transmitted diseases. She also appealed for 
support from members of the public to act in concert with the 
Government in taking appropriate anti-mosquito measures. 

Ends/Tuesday, November 11, 2014 
Issued at HKT 20:16 
 
NNNN 
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