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Convention Against Torture and Other Cruel,
Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment
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Contraventions of the principle of “One Country, Two Systems”
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The Chief Executive’s duty visits to report on
his work to the Central Authorities
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Review of section 39E of the Inland Revenue Ordinance
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Regulation of online sale of travel related products and
services by unlicensed travel agents
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Conservation of historic buildings
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Employment of construction professionals by the Government
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Designation of the South East New Territories Landfill to
receive only construction waste
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Cargo compartments placed on streets
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Provision of clinical psychological services
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Regulation of food safety in chain restaurants
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Quiality of fresh water supplied to eateries
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Road works warning lanterns
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Colorectal Cancer Screening Pilot Programme
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Issuance of Hong Kong Identity Cards to children of
Hong Kong permanent residents born outside Hong Kong
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Maintenance and repair of water mains
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Electric buses
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Prices of auto-fuel and domestic liquefied petroleum gas
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Provision of bicycle-friendly environment
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Hon Emily LAU (Written Reply)

There are 341,000 foreign domestic workers (FDWSs) in Hong Kong, almost 9%
of the total workforce, making a valuable contribution to the
community. Concerning efforts to improve the situation of FDWs in Hong Kong,
will the Executive Authorities inform this Council:

(1) Whether government departments offer shelter services to FDWSs in
emergency situations? If yes, the number of shelters they operate and the
capacity of each shelter ? The number of FDWSs which received such
services offered by the relevant government departments in the previous
three years;

(2) Whether government departments offer or provide subsidies or support to
any shelter operations run by charities or non-government organizations?
If yes, how many organizations received such assistance, and the amount
of monetary value (whether in the form of direct subsidies or
indirect/in-kind resources) they received in the past three years;

(3) Do government departments have knowledge of
recruitment (employment) agencies running their own "shelters" or
temporary accommodation for their clients? Following the tragic death of
Indonesian FDW Elis Kurniasin on 16 March 2015 due to the
overcrowded conditions in the agency accommodation where she was
staying, has the administration made any effort to step up inspections of
these agencies operated "accommodations™"? If yes, what results, if any,
have these efforts yielded;

(4) Concerning recreation for FDWSs on Sundays, apart from congregating in
pedestrian precincts, gardens and parks, does the administration have
plans to open public recreation and community centres for use by FDWs;

(5) In the past three years, has the administration received any request or
applications for the use of public recreation and community centres from
FDWSs? If yes, what was the outcome of such applications; and

(6) Will more efforts be made to ensure that FDWs have the use of public
facilities to spend their day off?
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