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CHAPTER 4

STATUS, PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES

Article 16
Purposes of Status, Privileges and Immunities
The legal status, privileges, immunities, and exemptions set out in this
Agreement shall be accorded to AMRO in the territory of each

member to enable AMRO to effectively exercise its purpose and
functions.

Article 17
Legal Status of AMRO

AMRO shall have full legal personality and, in particular, full legal
capacity to:

(a) enter into contracts;

(b) acquire and dispose of immovable and movable property;
and
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(c) institute legal proceedings.

Article 18
Privileges and Immunities of AMRO

(1) AMRO shall enjoy immunity from every form of legal process
except to the extent that it expressly waives its immunity for the
purpose of any proceedings or under the terms of any contract.

2) The property and assets of AMRO shall, wherever located and
by whomsoever held, be immune from search, requisition, confiscation,
expropriation or any other form of seizure, taking or foreclosure by
executive or legislative action.

(3) The archives of AMRO, and all documents belonging to it, or
held by it, shall be inviolable.

4) To the extent necessary to carry out its functions, all property
and assets of AMRO shall be free from restrictions, regulations,
controls and moratoria of any nature.

(5) Official communications of AMRO shall be accorded by each
member treatment not less favourable than that it accords to the
official communications of any other member.

(6) No censorship shall be applied to the official correspondence
and other official communications of AMRO. Nothing in this Article
shall be construed to preclude the adoption of appropriate security
precautions to be determined by agreement between a member and
AMRO.
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7 AMRO, its assets, property, income, and its operations and
transactions shall be exempt from all taxation and from all customs
duties. AMRO shall also be exempt from any obligation for the
payment, withholding or collection of any tax or duty.
Notwithstanding this, it is understood, however, that AMRO shall not
claim exemption from taxes which are, in fact, no more than charges
for public utility services.

Article 19
Privileges and Immunities of AMRO Personnel

Deputies and their alternates, members of the Advisory Panel, the
Director and staff of AMRO, and experts performing missions for
AMRO (hereinafter referred to as “AMRO Personnel”):

(a) shall be immune from legal process with respect to words
spoken and written and acts performed by them in their
official capacity and shall enjoy inviolability in respect of
their official papers and documents except when AMRO
waives this immunity;

(b) where they are not local citizens or nationals, shall be
granted the same immunities from immigration
restrictions, alien registration requirements and national
service obligations and the same facilities as regards
exchange restrictions as are accorded by each member to
the representatives and staff of comparable rank of any
other member;

(c) shall be granted the same treatment in respect of travelling
facilities as is accorded by each member to the
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representatives and staff of comparable rank of any other
member; and

(d) where they are not local citizens or nationals, shall be
exempt from taxation on the salaries and emoluments
paid to them by AMRO.

Article 21
Waiver of Immunity

(1) Privileges and immunities are granted to AMRO Personnel in
the interest of AMRO only and not for the personal benefit of the
individuals themselves.

2) The Executive Committee may waive to such extent and upon
such conditions as it determines any of the immunities conferred under
this Chapter in respect of Deputies and their alternates, members of
the Advisory Panel, and the Director.

(3) The Director may waive any such immunity in respect of any
staff of and experts performing missions for AMRO other than himself
or herself.
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