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The Chairman said that since the commencement of the current
legidative session, the Subcommittee had held 12 meetings, lasting a total
of 32 hours. Fiveitems, involving atotal funding of $5,936.4 million, had
been discussed and endorsed by the Subcommittee. Taking into account
that the Administration planned to submit a total of 72 items of a total
project cost of around $67,500 million to the Subcommittee for
consideration within the current session, he considered that the progress of
work of the Subcommittee was slow.

2. The Chairman advised that there were three items on the agenda of
the meeting, including two which were carried over from the last meeting.
The three itemsinvolved atotal funding of $32,859.2 million.

3. The Chairman reminded members that in accordance with Rule 83A
of the Rules of Procedure ("RoP") of the Legidslative Council, they should
disclose the nature of any direct or indirect pecuniary interests relating to
the funding proposals under discussion at the meeting before they spoke on
the proposals. He aso drew members attention to Rule 84 of RoP on
voting in case of direct pecuniary interest.

Head 706 — Highways

PWSC(2015-16)50 53TR  Hong Kong Section of Guangzhou —
Shenzhen — Hong Kong Express Rail
Link — construction of railway works

PWSC(2015-16)51 57TR  Hong Kong Section of Guangzhou —
Shenzhen — Hong Kong Express Rail
Link — construction of non-railway
works

4. The Chairman said that proposal PWSC(2015-16)50 was to increase
the approved project estimate ("APE") of 53TR by $15,387.5 million from
$55,017.5 million to $70,405 million in money-of-the-day ("MOD") prices
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to cover the cost of construction of the railway works under the Hong Kong

Section of the Guangzhou-Shenzhen—Hong Kong Express Rail Link
("XRL") project; and proposal PWSC(2015-16)51 was to increase the APE
of 57TR by $4,215 million from $11,800 million to $16,015 million in
MOD prices to cover the cost of construction of the non-railway works
under the XRL project. The Subcommittee had commenced the
discussion on the two items at the meeting on 23 December 2015 and
continued the discussion at the meetings on 13, 19, 23 and 27 January
2016. During these five meetings, which lasted a total of 11%2 hours, 30
Subcommittee members and one non-Subcommittee Member had spoken
on the two items. Altogether, members had spoken for 73 times. Some
members had asked questions for five times. At each of the five
aforementioned meetings, a motion to adjourn further proceedings of the
Subcommittee had been moved. The debates on the motion lasted around
four hoursin total at the five meetings.

5. The Chairman called on members to make better use of limited
meeting time to ask questions on the two items, and those who wished to
propose motions under Paragraph 32A of the Public Works Subcommittee
("PWSC") Procedure to submit their proposed motions to him for
consideration as early as possible. He opined that it would be desirable for
the "question time" to finish in the first hour of the meeting.

Discussion on PWSC(2015-16)50 and PWSC(2015-16)51

6. Mr Christopher CHEUNG, Ms Claudia MO, Mr Abraham SHEK,
Mr WONG Ting-kwong, Mr Tony TSE, Mr CHAN Han-pan, Mr_SIN
Chung-kai, Ms Cyd HO, Dr Fernando CHEUNG, Mr Alan LEONG,
Mr LEE Cheuk-yan, Mr Charles Peter MOK, Mr James TO, Mr CHAN
Chi-chuen, Ms Emily LAU, Mr Albert CHAN, Dr Kenneth CHAN,
Mr LEUNG Yiu-chung, Dr KWOK Ka-ki and Dr Helena WONG spoke on
the items.

7. Mr Abraham SHEK declared that he was a non-executive director
of the MTR Corporation Limited ("MTRCL"). Mr CHAN Han-pan
declared that he was a small shareholder of MTRCL.

8. Secretary for Transport and Housing, Director of Highways and
Dr Philco WONG, Projects Director, MTRCL responded to members
views and questions.

Supplementary information to be provided by the Administration

9. Referring to the 42 major contracts awarded for the XRL project
listed in LC Paper No. PWSC106/15-16(01), Mr Tony TSE requested the
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Administration to provide the following information --

(@) whether there was any XRL contract(s) that had not yet been
awarded, the number of such contract(s), and the origina and
expected schedules for awarding them; and

(b) how (in terms of amount) the fund of $19,602.5 million (i.e. the
proposed increase in the approved project estimates of 53TR and
57TR) would be allocated among the 42 major contracts and
other contracts to be awarded.

10. Dr KWOK Kaki requested the Administration to provide a
comparison, supported by data analysis, between the economic benefits to be
brought about by the XRL project under () the co-location arrangement, and
under (b) the separate-location arrangement (in relation to the location of
customs, immigration and quarantine facilities of the Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region and those of the Mainland).

11.  Mr Albert CHAN requested the Administration to provide a written
response to his letter to the Chairman dated 1 February 2016 (LC Paper No.
PWSC117/15-16(01) (Chinese version only)) about the XRL project.

Order of the meeting

12. At different junctures of the meeting, the Chairman reminded
members not to repeat the questions raised by themselves or other members
on the two items. He also reminded members not to speak loudly while he
was speaking or another member/an official was speaking at his
invitation. If a member repeated the aforesaid behaviour despite his
warning, he would take action in accordance with RoP.

13. At 3:41 pm, the Chairman reiterated his opinion that it would have
been desirable for the "question time" to end within the first hour of the
meeting. He noted that more than one hour had passed since the
commencement of the meeting and some members were waiting to
speak. He requested members not to repeat the questions raised by
themselves or other members. He caled on members who had not yet
asked any question on the two items to indicate their intention to speak as
soon as possible.  After they had done so, he would "draw a line" to end
the"questiontime". Hesaid that it was undesirable for the "question time"
to go on endlessly. As the Chairman of the Subcommittee, he hadto
ensure that the business on the agenda of the meeting was transacted in a
proper and efficient manner.  Mr LEE Cheuk-yan and Dr Helena WONG
sad that some members had repeated their questions because the
Administration's replies were unsatisfactory.
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14. At 3:49 pm, the Chairman reiterated his opinion that it would have
been desirable for the "question time" to end within the first hour of the
meeting. He said he had given sufficient time for members to ask
guestions about the two items during the past five meetings and the current
meeting. He observed that the questions of members and the replies of the
Administration had been very repetitive. He read out the names of
12 members who were waiting to speak and advised that he had to "draw a
ling" after these members had spoken. He said that he had not received
any motion proposed by members under Paragraph 32A of the PWSC
Procedure.

(Posting-meeting note: Between 3:52 pm and 4:10 pm, Mr CHAN
Chi-chuen and Dr KWOK Kaki submitted five and seven
proposed motions respectively under Paragraph 32A of the PWSC
Procedure to the Chairman.)

15.  Mr Albert CHAN, Ms Cyd HO, Mr James TO, Mr LEUNG
Kwok-hung and Dr Helena WONG expressed opposition to the Chairman's
decisionto "draw aline". The Chairman said that he had to strike a proper
balance between respecting members right to speak and ensuring the
orderly and efficient conduct of the Subcommittee's meetings.

16. At the invitation of the Chairman, Mr WONG Kwok-hing
spoke. Some members interrupted repeatedly. The Chairman reminded
members that they should not make unseemly interruptions while he or
another member was speaking. At 3:55 pm, the Chairman ordered that
the meeting be suspended for five minutes.

(At 3:55 pm, the meeting was suspended for five minutes.)

17. At 4:.00 pm, the meeting resumed. In response to Mr Albert
CHAN's guery, the Chairman said he had no interest to declare over the
two items under deliberation. He was a full-time legislator and the
companies in which he had shareholdings had no business related to the
XRL project. Mr_ Albert CHAN and Mr LEUNG Kwok-hung
interrupted. The Chairman gave them awarning.

18.  The Chairman observed that some more members had requested to
speak. He said that at the beginning of the meeting, he had reminded
members who wished to ask questions to indicate their intention to speak as
soon as possible by pressing the "request to speak™ button, so that he could
better monitor the progress of the meeting. These late requests had posed
difficulties on his chairing of the meeting. He hoped members would
understand that he had to ensure the orderly, fair and proper conduct of the
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meeting.

19. Mr LEUNG Kwok-hung requested the Chairman to produce his
identity card to show that he was the genuine Chairman. Mr LEUNG said
that the Chairman did not behave like a human being (“(~{L/ \). The
Chairman ruled that Mr LEUNG's remarks were offensive. As
Mr LEUNG continued to make similar remarks, the Chairman ordered
Mr LEUNG to withdraw immediately from the Subcommittee for the
remainder of the meeting. The Clerk and security staff of the Secretariat
attempted to act on the Chairman's order but to no avail. Mr LEUNG
continued to speak loudly. At 4:05 pm, the Chairman ordered that the
meeting be suspended for five minutes.

(At 4:05 pm, the meeting was suspended for five minutes.)

20. At 410 pm, the meeting resumed. The Chairman asked
Mr LEUNG Kwok-hung whether he would withdraw his offensive
remarks. As Mr LEUNG withdrew the remarks, the Chairman said he
withdrew his order that Mr LEUNG should withdraw immediately from the
Subcommittee.

21. Dr Helena WONG said that she had requested to speak for the
second time. She asked the Chairman whether she would be alowed to
speak for the third, fourth and fifthtimes. The Chairman advised that
there was no rule requiring the Chairman to allow a member to speak for a
specific number of times at a PWSC meeting. He noticed that Dr WONG
had requested to speak for the first time on the agendaitems at this meeting,
but not at earlier meetings. In chairing a meeting, he had to keep in
view the progress of the transaction of the business on the agenda and
ensure that the meeting was conducted in an orderly, fair and proper
manner. Dr WONG expressed opposition to the Chairman's remarks and
requested that the Legal Advisor should be invited to comment on whether
the Chairman was discriminate against her.

22. At the invitation of the Chairman, Mr WONG Kwok-hing and
Dr Helena WONG spoke on the items.

M otion on adjournment of further proceedings of the Subcommittee

23. At 4:21 pm, when speaking on the items, Dr Helena WONG moved
a motion pursuant to Paragraph 33 of the PWSC Procedure to adjourn
further proceedings of the Subcommittee.

24.  The Chairman said that the Subcommittee would proceed to deal
with Dr WONG's motion. Each member could speak once on the motion,
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and the speaking time should not be more than three minutes.

25. Dr Helena WONG, Mr Albert CHAN and Mr TAM Yiu-chung
spoke on the motion.

26. At 4:30 pm, after Mr TAM Yiu-chung had spoken, the Chairman
said that the meeting should be adjourned as scheduled, and the
adjournment motion moved by Dr Helena WONG would lapse
accordingly.

27.  Themeeting ended at 4:31 pm.

(Post-meeting note: After the meeting and on the same day, the
Administration informed the Chairman in writing that the
Administration would like to withdraw the two items. The
relevant letter from the Administration (LC Paper No.
PWSC120/15-16(01)) was circulated to members on 3 February
2016.)

(A verbatim transcript of the meeting isin the Appendix.)

Council Business Division 1
Legislative Council Secretariat

18 February 2016
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