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Member will ask the question in this language



3)

Using Facebook pages as a communication tool

Dr Hon LAM Tai-fai (Oral reply)

The Chief Secretary for Administration said last month that the Government
would actively develop multimedia platforms and better utilize social media to
extend its reach, so as to enhance its communication with members of the public.
After assuming office for more than three years, the Chief Executive (“CE”)
launched his Facebook page (“FB page”) for the first time in October this year
and shared his experience in planting honey peaches and dragon fruits. On the
other hand, according to the findings of the public opinion surveys conducted by
various universities, the popularity ratings of CE have been persistently low, at a
level below the warning line. Such figures have also revealed that the younger
and the more educated the respondents are, the stronger they are opposed to CE
holding the post. In this connection, will the Government inform this Council:

(1) whether it has assessed if the launch of the aforesaid FB page is
conducive to enhancing communication between CE and the public, as
well as raising CE’s popularity and the levels of public support and trust
in him; if it has, of the details; if not, the reasons for that;

(2) as | have learnt that among the members of the current Election
Committee for the selection of CE, Hong Kong members of the National
Committee of the Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference,
and members of the Executive Council, Legislative Council and District
Councils, as well as deputies of the Hong Kong Special Administrative
Region to the National People’s Congress, not all of them have been
invited to join the list of friends of that FB page, whether the authorities
have assessed if this approach will affect the effectiveness of the
Government’s efforts in improving the relationship between the
Executive Authorities and the Legislature, uniting different sectors of
society and creating a “Hong Kong Camp”, etc.; if they have, of the
details; if not, the reasons for that; and

(3) whether it has deployed public resources to maintain and update that FB
page; if it has, whether the resources so deployed include CE’s time for
official business; if so, whether the authorities have assessed if the use of
CE’s time for official business to maintain and update that FB page has
affected the quality and efficiency of policy implementation by the
Government as well as CE’s workload; if they have, of the details; if not,
the reasons for that?




