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irritating, useless small comns -

ong Kong still has #ts own currency, and that
position is legally mandated o continue for
fully 50 years afterthe handover in 1997 But
soime of our cofing are of such low value a5
10 be practieally useless, and an irritatdon to boot, T am
thinkdng here of our 10-cent, 20¢ ind 50¢ coins. I wondsar
if anybody these days reaBly bothers % count our their
change in such sbsurdly small denoininations.

Hong Konglh taxi drivers, aften a luw ento them-
stlves, seern (o have adopted a general policy of avoid-
anee so far as this eoinage i§ concerned. Many a local
tmd driver will not proffer the 50¢ charge if you pass
him, say, HKF33 for a metered farc of HES32.50. But if
you offer him oxly HK$32, he is sure to insist on. recely-
Ing the rest owing! A penny for your thoughts on what
these txd drivers getually do with all these Hny coins,
because they invariably claim to have no change if small
cons are due in repayment to 8 PASSEREEL.

Since many local passengers are willing enough to
add a little tip to the fare, especially when handting such
truly tifling amounts, few would bother with change
below HKS1 anyway. But it would surely be better, and
easler, for 2ll egneerned wers the tad meker £o be re-
adjusted to elick up in round dollar figures, each tme.

1 wag amused 1o be travelling with a forelgn lady
recently, who with a flourish told the tiod driver that he
was most welcome to kedp the mere S0 cents in change.
The response I expected from him, a sareastic thank
you, instead twned out to be 2 foul language encourage-
ment for this generous Lady Bountiful fo e on ber way!

Then there are the ptiblic transport fares, ending in
mitnimal amounts of odd sontg. While ivis all very well,
and very easy, for passengyrs to pay by the use of Hong
Kong's superefficient Octapus pre-paid cand system,
those reniaining folk who still cough up the fare {n cash
nust be mightily initated by having to serape thiough
a porket or purse for that irvitating escira 10 or so. Why
not round the fare into dallars enly? Doubtless they ave
more Jikely to be rounded up than rounded down, bue
such roves would certainly ruduce Ui need for thise
coins of exceedingly low vale to be used — or even to
eXiST.

1 suspact thar the costs of producing Mesa cute, well
designed and tiny liztle coins of valves unider 2 Honyg
Kong dolar are rather higher than their face vale, If
s0, all the maoba vanson (o discontinie heit use, a3 o
government i8 wosting monéy by continuing t produce
them. :

Clever shoplespars die world over ave kpen to offer
A possd basgain At 5840 or thke 17k, which to raost of
s lnokato be mrach cheaper than a roundad-up figute
of $100. Some of e meaner merthiants even have the
ehgeckdn Zrasp a few rionecents from s gullible con-
aumes, WPauodng their “hargain® at something ke
$90.4 1t seema that many of ug may be “penny wise;
povgil foalish™

These enlng worth less than a dollar that ace sHll in
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PAUL SURTEES.
“Tha pathor &3 @ Homg Kong-based comanenizior and
university lecturer, who has fumbled with the loeal
coins in gver 60 other countries that he has wisited.

In reality, rounding up is what ofken oc-
cuxs anyway, given the chance. So why not
makeit official, and say goodbyc to these
little coins? They should be withdrawn and
consigned to history forthwith — saving us
many pointless hassles.

cirenlation in Hong Kong can be a nuisanca to ¢t rid
of. They are often discarded, in quantity, as tips in res-
tawants or i1 churgh eallection boxes. 1 know several
prople who carry around whar they call “tip bags” of
guch otherwise useless litde quing, phus others of shightly
higher value, spacifically to Be able to offload them as
gratuities whenever the chance comes, Whag else could
you possibly do with piles of such alrnost vidueless small
enins, unwillingly ecllected in your changs as you shop?

1 am always deliglited to be invited by friends to visit
a family horue where piggy baoks sie kepl Ly e ehdl-
dren, Thcy nyalke a great plae to pass atong handfuls of
these litthe £oins, glong with the sdd bunlnote or two,
T e, yourt children seent to ke the oaly ones who
really welcome veosiving these mini coins, Most achalts
peintedly eschew Bvem. So vdzy have them i circula-
tion im Ehis weslthy city of Hang Kong at all?

It is high time fov Hong Keng's lownst-value coin to
become H[¥K51, aud for all prices here 1o be quoted only
in ronnd dollar figures. In reality, roundiog up is what
oftén occurs anyv/ay, given the chance. So why not
make it official, 20d ey poodbye to thase Utde eoins?
They should he withdrawn and sonsigned Lo histogy
forthwith — saving us many printiess hassles,
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