LC Paper No. CB(2)1425/15-16(01)

Panel on Food Safety and Environmental Hygiene
Subcommittee on | ssues Relating to Animal Welfare and Cruelty to Animals

Summary of views expr essed/suggestions made by deputations at the meeting on 22 March 2016

Major views expressed/suggestions made Administration's response

(1) | The Administration should make reference to anima protection
legidlation in developed countries/places, to comprehensively review
and amend the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Ordinance
(Cap. 169) and other existing animal welfare related ordinances for
the purpose of catching up with international standard, including:

() reviewing the definition of cruelty to animals;

(b) making intentional abandonment of animals an offence of
animal cruelty;

(c) increasing the maximum penalties under the existing
ordinances so as to increase the deterrent effect;

(d) emphasizing the responsibility of animal owners; and

(e) setting up a dedicated bureau/department to formulate policies
on animal rights.

(2) | Regarding the proposed amendments to the Public Health (Animals
and Birds) (Animal Traders) Regulations (Cap. 139B), the
Administration should:

(@) consider raising the threshold for granting the new animal
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breeder licences;

(b) consider issuing a single animal breeder licence with a high
threshold to facilitate easier enforcement of the Regulations
and better protection of animal rights and welfare;

(c) consider introducing an examination system and quota for the
granting and renewal of licences; and

(d) consider imposing atotal ban on animal trading and breeding.

3)

The Administration should establish "animal police" teams specially
tasked to investigate cases of anima cruelty and abandonment,
enhance the training of frontline enforcement officers on handling
relevant cases, with a view to preventing the occurrence of animal
cruelty and abandonment.

(4)

The Administration should co-operate with District Councils and
animal  rights organizations to fully implement the
"Trap-Neuter-Return" programme, i.e. to extend the programme to all
the 18 districts, and use more humane means to deal with the problem
of stray animals.

(5)

The Administration should step up publicity and public education on
anima care and responsible pet ownership. It should promote
animal adoption, with a view to reducing the number of animal
trading.

(6)

The Administration should examine the extenson of the
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microchipping and licensing schemes to cats and other kinds of
animals which are commonly kept as pets, so as to help owners
reclam their missing pets, prevent the abandonment of pets by
irresponsible owners and institute prosecutions against those owners
who abandoned pets without a good reason.

(7)

The Administration should set up under the Agriculture, Fisheries and
Conservation Department more Anima Management Centres, and
explore the provision of subsidy to recognized animal adoption
organizations so that they can have sufficient resources for keeping
abandoned animals, thereby reducing the number of animals
eventually euthanized.

(8)

The Administration should review the cooperation with animal
welfare organizations, and consider providing them with more
financial assistance for improving the work of animal welfare
organizationsin the promotion of animal welfare and animal adoption.

(9)

The Administration should review the work of the Society for the
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, and put in place a mechanism to
evaluate its effectiveness in safeguarding animal welfare.

(10)

The Administration should increase the room for survival for animals,
including:

(@) reviewing the policy on the keeping of animals by tenants
living in public rental housing;

(b) examining the practice of allowing anima owners to board
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public transport with their animals; and

(c) constructing more facilities for pets, such as animal parks and
public toilets for dogs.

(11) | Regarding captive animals, the Administration should consider:

(a) improving the welfare of captive animals kept in the Hong
Kong Zoological and Botanical Gardens in areas of nutrition,
environment, health, behavior and mental state;

(b) phasing out animal exhibits at the Hong Kong Zoological and
Botanical Gardens, with a view to closing down the Zoo
eventualy;

(c) establishing an independent body to monitor the operation of
Ocean Park;

(d) forbidding any form of performance by captive animals; and

(e) enacting legidation on prohibiting the breeding of captive
animalsin Hong Kong.
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