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Branch and Secretaries of Communications and Technology Branch) 

Notice 2015 
 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 

 On 20 November 2015, the Chief Secretary for Administration 
made the Declaration of Change of Titles (Communications and 
Technology Branch and Secretaries of Communications and Technology 
Branch) Notice 2015 (Notice) under section 55 of the Interpretation and 
General Clauses Ordinance (Cap. 1) (IGCO) at Annex A. 
 
 
JUSTIFICATIONS 
 

2. Section 55 of IGCO provides that “the Chief Secretary for 
Administration may, by notice (which may be given retrospective effect) 
in the Gazette, declare a change in title of any public officer or public 
body, or of any person referred to in any Ordinance, and the notice may 
contain provisions substituting the new title in any Ordinance relating to 
the public officer, public body or person and in any instrument, contract 
or legal proceedings made or commenced before the date on which the 
notice takes effect.” 
 
3. When the Finance Committee (FC) approved the staffing and 
funding proposals in respect of the establishment of the Innovation and 
Technology Bureau (ITB) at its meeting on 6 November 2015, it also 
approved, among other things, the renaming of the Head of Expenditure 
55 from “Government Secretariat : Commerce and Economic 
Development Bureau (Communications and Technology Branch)” to 
“Government Secretariat : Commerce and Economic Development 
Bureau (Communications and Creative Industries Branch)”, with 
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“Permanent Secretary for Commerce and Economic Development 
(Communications and Creative Industries)” as the Controlling 
Officer.  The above changes will take effect from the commencement 
date of the resolution made and passed by the Legislative Council (LegCo) 
under section 54A of IGCO to effect the transfer of statutory functions for 
the establishment of the ITB on 3 June 2015 (Resolution, at Annex B), i.e. 
the 14th day after the day on which the FC approves the staffing and 
funding proposals, which is 20 November 2015.  
 
4. Accordingly, with effect from the same date, the 
Communications and Technology Branch (CTB) will be retitled as the 
Communications and Creative Industries Branch (CCIB), and references 
to “Communications and Technology” in the post titles of Secretaries of 
CTB1 will be replaced with “Communications and Creative Industries”.  
It is therefore necessary to declare the change of the titles of CTB and the 
Secretaries of CTB and the substitution of such titles in any instruments, 
contracts or legal proceedings made or commenced before the retitling of 
CTB so that CCIB and the Secretaries of CCIB will be able to take over 
the legal responsibilities and status of CTB and the Secretaries of CTB 
respectively. 
 
 
THE NOTICE 
 
5. Section 1 of the Notice specifies that the Notice comes into 
operation immediately after the Resolution comes into operation.  
Section 2 of and Schedule 1 to the Notice declare that the title of CTB 
will be changed to CCIB, and references to “Communications and 
Technology” in the post titles of the Secretaries of CTB will be replaced 
with “Communications and Creative Industries”.  Section 3 of and 
Schedule 2 to the Notice declare that the title of CTB will be substituted 
by CCIB, and references to “Communications and Technology” in the 
post titles of the Secretaries of CTB will be substituted by 
“Communications and Creative Industries”, whenever they occur in any 

                                                       
1  These include the Permanent Secretary for Commerce and Economic Development 

(Communications and Technology), Deputy Secretary for Commerce and Economic Development 
(Communications and Technology), two Principal Assistant Secretaries for Commerce and 
Economic Development (Communications and Technology) and six Assistant Secretaries for 
Commerce and Economic Development (Communications and Technology). 
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instrument or contract made before 20 November 2015 or in any legal 
proceedings commenced before 20 November 2015. 
 
 
LEGISLATIVE TIMETABLE 
 

6. The Notice will be published in the Gazette on 20 November 
2015 and come into operation immediately after the Resolution comes 
into operation on the same day.  It will be tabled at the LegCo on 25 
November 2015 for negative vetting. 
 

   
IMPLICATIONS OF THE PROPOSAL 
 

7. The proposal is in conformity with the Basic Law, including the 
provisions concerning human rights.  The Notice has no civil service, 
economic, environmental, family, financial, gender, productivity, or 
sustainability implications.  It does not affect the current binding effect 
of any Ordinance. 
 
 
PUBLIC CONSULTATION 
 

8. The renaming of the Head of Expenditure 55 from “Government 
Secretariat : Commerce and Economic Development Bureau 
(Communications and Technology Branch)” to “Government Secretariat : 
Commerce and Economic Development Bureau (Communications and 
Creative Industries Branch)”, with “Permanent Secretary for Commerce 
and Economic Development (Communications and Creative Industries)” 
as the Controlling Officer, as from the commencement date of the 
Resolution was approved by the FC on 6 November 2015. 
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ENQUIRIES 
 

9. For enquiries, please contact Mr Ivanhoe Chang, Principal 
Assistant Secretary for Commerce and Economic Development 
(Communications and Creative Industries) at 2810 2713. 
 
 
 
Commerce and Economic Development Bureau 
20 November 2015 
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