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STEM education does not constitute a completely new curriculum. It
involves the enrichment of pedagogies in the Science, Technology and
Mathematics Education Key Learning Areas in order to strengthen students’
ability to integrate and apply STEM-related knowledge and skills.



In fact, the recurrent funding provided to schools by the Government could be
employed for meeting the needs of implementing relevant curricula and
STEM-related learning activities. As for the disbursement of the one-off
STEM grant, it aims to provide schools with a stronger incentive to keep up
and/or enhance their existing school-based activities/projects on STEM
education and kick-start new initiatives.

For effective use of the one-off grant, we have already organised two briefing
sessions to secondary schools on effective use of the grant. In addition, we
will continue to monitor the use of grant by schools and identify good
practices for sharing with other schools.

To review the effectiveness of the promotion of STEM education, we will
assess students’ learning outcome in a holistic and multi-perspective approach.
Various channels would be used to collect feedback from different
stakeholders about the promotion of STEM education, which include
questionnaires (e.g. “Secondary School Curriculum Implementation Survey
2016/177), school visits, focus group meetings, etc.
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Student admission is within the autonomy of the University Grants
Committee (UGC)-funded universities. Following the principles of fairness
and merit-based selection, each university administers its own admission
policy and criteria for different undergraduate programmes to assess
applications submitted through the Joint University Programmes Admissions
System (JUPAS) and non-JUPAS routes.

According to the UGC-funded universities, undergraduate admission is
conducted on the basis of a rigorous and holistic assessment of applicants in a
variety of aspects, including their academic qualifications and results,
interview performance, personal attributes, non-academic achievements,
interests and experiences, as well as programme preferences, etc.

According to our understanding, the faculty of sciences or engineering of
some institutions may have different admission requirements, e.g. JUPAS
applicants must enroll in relevant subjects in mathematics and sciences;
JUPAS applicants taking Module 1 (M1) and Module 2 (M2) of Mathematics
(Extended Part) will get extra scores if they apply for sciences or engineering
subjects; or that some faculties or departments would accord higher
weightings on elective subjects of mathematics or sciences (i.e. not the four
required subjects).



