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Legislative Council
Hong Kong Special Administrative Region

People’s Republic of China
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Dear Honorable Legislative Council members:

FATEAR E bR NIEX R (HSD A E B NTEXS R 3 i 3B 403 (HSI-
Africa) « PASA R0y SO A 23 A ) 3800, Ay B IS RE NS SCRRIZ D TRIR B W5 N 1Y)
C W IR IVAPSNE

On behalf of Humane Society International (HSI) and Humane Society International-Africa
(HSI-Africa), and our affiliates and members worldwide, we are writing to urge you to support
the proposed legislation to phase out Hong Kong’s domestic ivory market in a timely manner.
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HSI and HSI-Africa are global affiliates of The Humane Society of the United States, the largest
and most effective animal protection organization in the United States.
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We applaud the Hong Kong Government’s announcement in December 2016 to phase out Hong
Kong’s domestic ivory market by 2021. This announcement, together with enforcement efforts
and the destruction of seized ivory (HSI was honored to be invited to attend a recent Hong Kong
ivory destruction event), demonstrates your government’s commitment to combat ivory



trafficking. We welcome and look forward to the forthcoming discussion on this important
conservation challenge at the Panel for Environmental Affairs on March 27 at 2:30pm.
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Just this month we’ve learned that one of Africa’s last big “tuskers” was killed by poachers. An
elephant conservation group discovered the body of a famous African elephant known as Satao
I, killed by a poison arrow in an area known as a poaching hot spot. The population of African
elephants has been in a free fall — since 2007 African savanna elephants have experienced a 30
percent population decline, according to the Great Elephant Census which announced its findings
in September 2016.
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The implications from elephant poaching and trafficking go beyond the survival of this iconic
species. They pose a significant challenge to the international rule of law, given the involvement
of transnational organized criminal syndicates. Several armed rebel groups in Africa are known
to have engaged in large-scale elephant poaching and profited from the sales of poached tusks.
Shutting down domestic ivory markets would strip these criminals of a source of the financial
rewards used to fund their nefarious activities.
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The 17" meeting of the Conference of Parties to the Convention on International Trade in
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) in October 2016 adopted a resolution
calling for closure of domestic ivory markets “as a matter of urgency” where they contribute to
poaching or illegal trade. Therefore, we are concerned that the planned 5-year phase out period
for Hong Kong’s ivory trade does not adequately address the urgent nature of this conservation
challenge, especially considering that China’s ivory market will be closed by the end of 2017.
The U.S. near-total ban has been in effect since July 2016.

BEAk, ARGE WWE ZAEib AT 0 — AR R, EIUT IS BEEIR R T, WTREPIFE N
KIS . NZREIEIR T, QSIS LM IR 12 s a R AL 2 K i
BRI, ARG A TE AT ML BEAT B R I BURF 3R %

L (U NS RIFIEEE B (L 2 57 5 ) , WWF (2016) http://Awww.wwf.org.hk/en/news/press_release/?uNewsID=15860#



Moreover, according to a legal study commissioned by WWF, the ban could be implemented
within two years under current Hong Kong law.2 The same study notes that current ivory traders
have already been given ample time and opportunities to move away from the use of ivory,
including a government proposal to retrain them in other professions.
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Hong Kong is the world’s largest legal ivory retail market but its current laws and regulations are
riddled with loopholes and there is insufficient oversight of the trade. This, in turns, provides a
convenient cover for illegal ivory, fuels transnational crime and dupes unsuspecting consumers
into purchasing ivory of illegal or unknown origin.
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We look forward to the forthcoming discussions at the Panel for Environmental Affairs on
March 27. We respectfully urge you to adopt proposed legislation to ban the ivory trade in Hong
Kong and to significantly reduce the phase out period. If HSI can be of any assistance in
providing further information, please do not hesitate to contact us.
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Audrey Delsink
Wildlife Program Manager Executive Director
Humane Society International Humane Society International-Africa
1255 23' Street, Washington, DC 20037 Cape Town, South Africa
iho@hsi.org +1(301)318-2423 adelsink@hsi.org +2783 417 6065

2 WWEF (2016), How to Ban the Ivory Trade in Hong Kong Beginning Today,
http:/Aww.wwf.org.hk/en/news/press_release/?uNewsID=15860#
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