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Motions passed under the agenda item
""Latest Development in Migration to Free Quality
Kindergarten Education
at the meeting on 14 November 2016
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Wording of the Motion

(Translation)

According to a survey conducted by an organization, over 20% of
kindergarten students have to finish more than four homework
assignments each day, and nearly 30% of them have to spend two
hours to finish their homework each day. It is very likely that
excessive homework, both in terms of quantity and difficulty,
will dampen the learning interest, physical and mental health of
students as well as hinder their diversified development. To
effectively implement the vision of free quality Kkindergarten
education, which is to facilitate happy learning and balanced
development among students, this Panel urges the Administration
to:

(1) critically examine the homework policies of kindergartens
by  explicitly stating in the revised Guide to the
Pre-primary Curriculum to be published in 2017 that
kindergartens should neither arrange students attending
nursery classes to write with pencils/pens, nor arrange
mechanical drilling of copying and mathematics exercises
for them, and that kindergartens should ensure that part of
the academic homework that aims to consolidate classroom
learning can be finished at school,

(2) enhance quality assessments and focused inspections,
including increasing the number of external observers to
closely monitor the teaching quality and homework policies
of kindergartens, so as to ensure that students will not be
affected by excessive drilling and heavy homework load;
and

(3) monitor the interface between kindergarten and primary
education to ensure that kindergartens will not, for the
purpose of catching up with the academic level of primary
education, prematurely teach students knowledge that is too
difficult for them to grasp, and will not give out too much
homework, which will bring unnecessary pressure to
students.

(Moved by Hon Michael TIEN Puk-sun)
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Wording of the Motion

(Translation)

That this Panel expresses regret that the 15-year free education
has not been fully implemented; and as the free kindergarten
policy has neglected the demand for whole-day kindergartens,
failed to alleviate the financial burdens of parents and their
burdens in caring for their young children, and offered little help
in enhancing the labour force participation rate of women, this
Panel demands the provision of full subsidies for whole-day and
long whole-day kindergartens as well as the establishment of a
professional development ladder and remuneration system for
kindergarten teachers, so as to progressively improve the quality
of early childhood education.

(Moved by Hon HUI Chi-fung)
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Wording of the Motion

(Translation)

That, although the Government plans to implement free
kindergarten education in 2017, the school sector and parents still
intend to further refine some of the details; in this connection,
this Panel urges the Government to improve the relevant plan,
including providing sufficient subsidies for whole-day and long
whole-day kindergartens, providing sufficient manpower
resources for smaller scale nursery schools to maintain their basic
operating conditions, establishing a professional development
ladder and remuneration system for kindergarten teachers, and
providing remuneration protection for experienced kindergarten
teachers.

(Moved by Hon Starry LEE Wai-king and seconded by Hon
Wilson OR Chong-shing )
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