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(Translation)
Panel on Economic Development

Motion proposed under agenda item V on ""Annual tariff reviews
with the two power companies' at the meeting on 13 December 2016
and passed at the meeting on 23 January 2017

That, the two power companies, as public utilities, are obliged to take up
social responsibilities and help grass-roots communities. In the past, the
two power companies launched some policies to help the grass-roots, such
as provision of subsidies on electricity charges for the elderly and
single-parent families, and the "Power Your Love Programme", which are
commendable. However, many households in Hong Kong are still
suffering from “energy poverty", meaning that they are financially unable to
afford domestic energy costs and therefore in a dire situation. In this
connection, this Panel urges the Government to adopt appropriate measures
to help them tide over the difficulties, such as increasing the subsidies on
electricity charges for low-income earners and tenants of sub-divisions of
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flat units, and amending the Supply Rules to deter landlords from
overcharging tenants of sub-divisions of flat units for use of electricity so
as to ameliorate the problem of expensive electricity charges faced by these
tenants.

Original motion moved by  :  Hon Nathan LAW Kwun-chung

Amendment moved by : Hon Frankie YICK Chi-ming, JP



