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Press Releases

Import and sale of hairy crabs from two agquaculture farms in

Jiangsu Province suspended with immediate effect
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The Centre for Food Safety (CFS) of the Food and
Environmental Hygiene Department announced today (November 1)
that the import into and sale within Hong Kong of hairy crabs
raised in two aquaculture farms in Jiangsu Province has been
suspended with immediate effect. The trade should also stop using
or selling the products concerned immediately should they still
possess them.

A CFS spokesman said, "A total of five hairy crab samples (a
total weight of about 12 kilograms) have been collected for tests
on dioxins and dioxin-like polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) in
late September under the seasonal food surveillance project which
is being conducted by the CFS. Test results showed that two of
the samples were found to contain dioxins and dioxin-like PCBs at
a total level exceeding the action level adopted by the CFS that
dioxins and dioxin-like PCBs levels should not exceed 6.5
picograms toxic equivalent per gram of the food sample (wet
weight). Test results of the other three samples were
satisfactory. To safeguard public health, the CFS has decided to
suspend the import and sale within Hong Kong of the hairy crabs
from the concerned aquaculture farms.

"The CFS preliminary investigation found that the concerned
products were from the two agquaculture farms in Jiangsu
Province. The CFS has notified the Mainland authorities concerned
of the incident for their follow up action and will maintain
close contact with them on the issue.

The spokesman said the CFS has informed the local importers
concerned of the irregularity and instructed them to remove the
affected products from shelves, stop sale and initiate a recall.
The CFS is also tracing the distribution of the affected
products. The trade should stop using or selling the concerned
products immediately should they still possess them. People who
have bought similar food item recently but are not sure about its
sources should also refrain from eating it for the sake of
prudence and check the product's origin with relevant retailers.

Dioxins are a group of chemical compounds which are
persistent environmental pollutants and highly toxic. They can
cause reproductive and developmental problems, damage the immune
system, interfere with hormones and can cause cancer. The
International Agency for Research on Cancer has classified
dioxins and dioxin-like PCBs as human carcinogens. Dioxins arise
either naturally or as by-products of industrial activities, e.g.
metal smelting, molding or burning of chlorine-containing organic
chemicals such as plastics. Dioxins are fat-soluble and not
easily broken down which tend to accumulate in fatty tissues and
along the food chain.

According to Section 54 of the Public Health and Municipal
Services Ordinance (Cap 132), all food available for sale in Hong
Kong, locally produced or imported, should be fit for human
consumption. An offender is subject to a maximum fine of $50,000
and imprisonment for six months upon conviction.

The CFS will continue to follow up on the incident and take



appropriate action, including stepping up surveillance and
continuing to trace distribution of the affected food to
safeqguard food safety and public health. Investigation is
ongoing.

Ends/Tuesday, November 1, 2016
Issued at HKT 20:33
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Press Releases

SFH on hairy crabs
kAhkAk )k khkhkhkhkkhkkkkhkkKxk*k

Following is the transcript of remarks made by the Secretary
for Food and Health, Dr Ko Wing-man, after attending a public
function today (November 3):

Reporter: The traders criticised the Centre for Food Safety (CFS)
for naming the companies without clarifying whether the crabs are

Secretary for Food and Health: We are very concerned about
samples taken from hairy crabs that were found to contain dioxins
exceeding the action level adopted by the CFS. I think members of
the public should know that dioxin is a carcinogenic substance
and should not exist in our food, and therefore relevant products
from the farms concerned must be withheld and recalled. As to the
claims of certain importers that their products were routed
through other importers or registered farms, we will further
liaise with the Mainland authorities concerned to understand the
background.

(Please also refer to the Chinese portion of the transcript.)

Ends/Thursday, November 3, 2016
Issued at HKT 16:55
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Press Releases

CFS continues to follow up on incident of hairy crabs detected

with dioxins
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A spokesman for the Centre for Food Safety (CFS) of the Food
and Environmental Hygiene Department said today (November 3) that
regarding the CFS' earlier announcement that two hairy crab
samples were found to contain dioxins and dioxin-like
polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) exceeding the action level
adopted by the CFS, the trade should immediately stop sale and
remove from shelves the hairy crabs imported from the two
aquaculture farms concerned in Jiangsu Province in accordance
with the CFS’ instructions to ensure food safety.

The spokesman said "The trade should only import hairy crabs
from Mainland aquaculture farms registered for supplying edible
aquatic animals to Hong Kong. CFS will act in accordance with the
information of the Mainland aquaculture farms and the local
importers on the Animal Health Certificates. In case of food
incidents, the CFS can conduct follow-up investigations with the
importers concerned based on the information collected from the
health certificates.

"With regard to claims by some members of the trade that the
hairy crabs sold by them were not from the aquaculture farms
stated on the health certificates, the CFS will follow up the
matter with the vendors and the Mainland authorities concerned."

The spokesman said as most of the food products in Hong Kong
are imported, for those food items of higher risks such as hairy
crabs and beef, the Government, through liaising with the
official authorities of different exporting countries and
regions, has set up a source control mechanism to be implemented
by them, including the issue of health certificates. In addition,
the Government exercises stringent control within the territory.
The CFS has all along been collecting samples of all kinds of
food products imported into Hong Kong from different parts of the
world at import, wholesale and retail levels so as to ensure food
safety and safeguard public health.

Moreover, in view of the incident, the CFS has stepped up
surveillance against hairy crabs at the import and retail levels.
So far six samples have been submitted to the Government
Laboratory for testing of dioxins and dioxin-like PCBs. Test
results are expected to be available within two weeks.

The CFS will also continue to follow up on the recall of the
affected hairy crabs. According to the information provided by
the importers concerned, most of the affected hairy crabs have
been sold. As at today, a total of about 800 kilograms of hairy
crabs have been recalled by the importers.

On media reports that some members of the trade claimed that
they would continue to sell the affected hairy crabs, the
spokesman stressed that the CFS has not withdrawn its
instructions of removing from shelves or recall of the affected
hairy crabs. If the trade does not remove the concerned hairy
crabs from shelves, the Food and Environmental Hygiene Department
can affix a mark or a seal to the hairy crabs concerned and
consider disposing of such food under Section 59 of the Public
Health and Municipal Services Ordinance (Cap 132). Sale of hairy



crabs which bear health certificates proving that they are not
originated from the two aquaculture farms concerned will not be
affected.

The CFS will maintain close contact with the relevant
Mainland authorities, continue to follow up on the incident and
take appropriate follow-up action to safeguard food safety and
public health.

Ends/Thursday, November 3, 2016
Issued at HKT 22:22
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HAIRY CRABS POISON ALERT

Food authorities yesterday suspended the import and sale of hairy crabs in Hong Kong from two
Jiangsu farms and issued a recall from 15 importers, after two of five tested samples were found with
excessive levels of the carcinogen dioxin.

The problematic samples came from two farms in Jiangsu province that supply up to 70 to 80 percent
of hairy crabs to Hong Kong.

The Centre for Food Safety announced the twin moves last night.

Sarah Choi Mei-yee, the center's assistant director, said five hairy crab samples were collected under
the seasonal food surveillance project late in September.

According to the "action level" adopted by the center, the amount of the dioxin and dioxin-like
polychlorinated byphenyls should not exceed 6.5 picograms toxic equivalent per gram of the sample.

Choi said the two samples, both from farms in Tai Hu in Jiangsu, contained 11.7 and 40.3 picograms,
respectively.

The farms supply to 15 importers, and it 1s expected that some tainted crabs have already been sent to
the market, Choi said, adding she could not pinpoint a precise number.

"[Dioxin and dioxin-like PCBs] are environmental pollutants and they can affect development and
reproductive development and 1t can also cause cancer," said Ho Yuk-yin, the center's consultant for
risk management and communication, community medicine.

"Dioxin can come from the environment, like volcano eruptions and burning of garbage and also
through industrial emission. The PCBs are mainly from industrial pollution."

It 1s possible that the crabs absorbed the toxic substances through daily activities, Ho said.

Although both tainted samples were from Tai Hu, samples were also taken from farms in the same
area that complied with the standard, Cho1 said.

For an adult male who weighs 60 kilograms, consumption of 14 tainted crabs in a season will exceed
the provisional tolerable monthly intake and it only takes three tainted crabs for a man with the same
welght who prefer diets high in fat to exceed it.

http://legcoes.wisenews.net/we3/tool.do?



51| E[] H2/2

Ho also said the crab roe contains a higher level of dioxin than the flesh.

Acute intoxication 1s unlikely, Ho said, and the long-term effect depends on the overall exposure of
the toxic substances in a lifetime.

Asked about preventive checks, Choi said the test for dioxin and dioxin- like PCBs is complicated and
it takes about a month to undertake. It is therefore not practical to check all imported crabs before
they are offered for sale.

More tests will be conducted for hairy crab samples. The Government Laboratory promised to
increase manpower for the procedure but it did not say by how much the tests can be hastened.

Agriculture and fisheries sector lawmaker Stephen Ho Chun-yin called for a hotline to be set up to
provide assistance to affected traders and consumers. He also urged relevant departments to contact
their mainland counterparts and suppliers to prevent a recurrence of the incident.

Helena Wong Pik-wan, who chairs the food safety panel, said the government failed in its gatekeeping
efforts, adding all import of hairy crabs should be suspended unless they are cleared to be safe.

She also urged the public to stop eating hairy crabs for now.

SCEEHRSE: 201611029907570
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Crab importers warned to toe line

All hairy crabs imported to Hong Kong through the two Jiangsu farms whose samples were found
with excessive levels of the carcinogen dioxin must be recalled, the Centre for Food Safety said
yesterday.

It warned traders must prove their crabs are safe, or action would be taken against those refusing to
cooperate.

As of yesterday morning, some 800 kilograms of hairy crabs had been recalled, while six more
samples were being tested for dioxin. The center on Tuesday suspended the import and sale of hairy
crabs from the two farms, and issued a recall from 15 importers.

But some "innocent" importers on the list claimed they did not buy from the two Lake Tai farms,
saying the farms were just agents used for export documents.

"We would like to stress that the center has not amended or withdrawn any order to recall and stop the
sale of the hairy crabs with regard to the two Jiangsu farms," said CFS assistant director Sarah Cho1
Mei-yee.

She said the Food and Environmental Hygiene Department has the authority to mark and seal the
product.

Traders who believe they should be exempted should provide evidence, otherwise they could face a
maximum penalty of a HK$50,000 fine and six months in jail, Choi said.

Old San Yang, one of the 15 importers named by CES, finally stopped selling its hairy crabs from
Lake Tai yesterday.

The company earlier refused to stop sales, as director Sandy Ki Yuk-fung said her firm bought all its
crabs directly from fishermen in Lake Tai. They then grew them in its own business, she said, adding
that the two farms named were only responsible for paper work.

CES controller Gloria Tam Lai-fan sidestepped the question on any loopholes in the import of crabs.

Tam said only crabs from the mainland's list of farms approved to supply Hong Kong by the General
Administration of Quality Supervision, Inspection and Quarantine are allowed in the SAR.
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Asked if 1t's possible some farms have "borrowed" the identity of the approved farms, Tam only said
this would be unacceptable to both local and mainland authorities.

She said local authorities check the certificates of the imported crabs and test them after they have
entered Hong Kong.

Mainland authorities are responsible for the control at source, for example, to check for any chemical,
microbiological, physical or radiological hazards, but Tam couldn't say if these include dioxins.

Government chemist Della Sin Wai- mei said the dioxin test usually takes two to four weeks, but the
government lab now hopes to cut 1t down to two weeks.

carain.yeung @singtaonewscorp.com
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