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The most recent science and most modern forensics tools demonstrate that ongoing poaching of African
elephants exceeds their natural growth rate and threatens to cause their extinction. In the past decade,
elephant populations in Africa have plummeted. Between 2010 and 2012, more than 100,000 African
elephants were killed by poaching (Wittemyer et al. 2014), coincident with continental population
declines. Among forest elephants, population size declined by 62% between 2002-2011 (Maisels et al.
2013). Among savanna elephants, population size declined by 8% per year between 2010-2014 (Chase
et al. 2016). If such trends continue, savanna elephant populations will decline by 50% every 9 years —
representing hundreds of thousands of elephants, and imperiling their long-term survival.

Coincident with these population declines, hundreds of tonnes of elephant ivory have been shipped from
Africa to Asia. Genetics tests of 28 ivory shipments exceeding 500 kg intercepted in the past two
decades confirmed that this ivory originated from African elephants (Wasser et al. 2015). Further,
radiocarbon dating of 14 shipments exceeding 500 kg intercepted between 2002 and 2014 shows that
most (~90%) of the ivory was derived from elephants killed within 3 years of the seizure (Cerling et al.
2016). Thus, the rampant and widespread poaching of African elephants is overwhelmingly illegal.

Hong Kong plays a major role in the trade of elephant ivory between Africa and Asia. Of the shipments
examined by Wasser et al. (2015) and by Cerling et al. (2016), five were seized in Hong Kong.
Additionally, the AFCD recently confirmed the illegal sale of ivory originating after 1990 at a shop in
Sheung Wan (http://www.info.gov.hk/gia/general/201702/17/P2017021700333.htm). As such, Hong
Kong represents a major trading hub where ivory from recently killed elephants is sold, illegally.

Clearly, the future of elephants in Africa depends largely on government actions in Hong Kong.
Consequently, we urge the Hong Kong government to end all commercial trade of elephant ivory,
immediately.

Luke Gibson", Alexandra Andersson, David M. Baker, Timothy C. Bonebrake, Caroline Dingle &
David Dudgeon

School of Biological Sciences

University of Hong Kong

“lgibson@hku.hk

References

Cerling TE, et al. 2016. Radiocarbon dating of seized ivory confirms rapid decline in African elephant
populations and provides insight into illegal trade. PNAS 113, 13330-13335.

Chase MJ, et al. 2016. Continent-wide survey reveals massive decline in African savannah elephants.
PeerJ 4, e2354.

Maisels F, et al. 2013. Devastating decline of forest elephants in Central Africa. PLoS ONE 8, e59469.

Wasser SK, et al. 2015. Genetic assignment of large seizures of elephant ivory reveals Africa’s major
poaching hotspots. Science 349, 84-87.

Wittemyer G, et al. 2014. Illegal killing for ivory drives global decline in African elephants. PNAS 111,
13117-13121.


http://primarilyforests.com/

