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Hong Kong Examinations and Assessment Authority 

Report on Activities September 2015 – August 2016 

Introduction 

The Year of 2015/2016 is momentous and challenging for the Hong Kong Examinations and 

Assessment Authority (the Authority / HKEAA).  The activities of the year are 

wide-ranging and fruitful.  This report presents the activities of the Authority in two major 

areas in the financial year ended 31 August 2016, including (i) corporate governance and 

development, and (ii) examinations and assessment, in particular the development, 

administration and delivery of the Hong Kong Diploma of Secondary Education 

Examination (HKDSE).  A list of examinations conducted by the Authority is given in the 

Attachment. 

Part I Corporate Governance and Development 

(A) Corporate Information Updates 

(B) Mainland and Overseas Partnership 

(C) General Administration and Finance 

Part II Examinations and Assessment 

(A) Implementation and Development of the HKDSE and Language Proficiency 

Assessment for Teachers (LPAT)  

(B) New Initiatives in Examination Administration and Assessment 

(C) Quality Assurance and Research & Development 

(D) Diversification of Activities (International and Professional Examinations) 
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Part I Corporate Governance and Development 

(A) Corporate Information Updates 

Stakeholders’ Engagement 

1. The Authority held its annual Open Day and HKDSE information seminars in January

2016 and received around 700 students, teachers and parents at its assessment centre in

Lai King and the Hong Kong Education City.  The programmes included information

seminars on the assessment of HKDSE core subjects, and hands-on demonstration of

Onscreen Marking and the Oral Recording System.

2. A stakeholder forum was held in February 2016 for key stakeholders groups, like

school councils, education concern groups and the Federation of Parents Teachers

Associations.  Launched in 2011 the forum was a platform for the Authority to

interact with various stakeholders, reporting to them on service provision and

significant initiatives, and listening to their views and future needs.

Promoting HKDSE 

3. The Universities and Colleges Admissions Service (UCAS) in the United Kingdom

(UK) has confirmed the new UCAS Tariff for the HKDSE in 2017.  Level 3 to level

5** in the HKDSE are deemed comparable to grades E to A* in GCE A level

examination.  A press release and a media briefing were arranged in June 2016 to

introduce the new UCAS Tariff awarded to HKDSE.  The Authority has contacted

relevant UK institutions about the revised UCAS Tariff for the HKDSE and requested

for updating of admission requirements for 2017 entry as appropriate.

4. With an aim to keeping representatives of overseas education bodies abreast of the

development and the recognition of the HKDSE, an information seminar was held in

August 2016.  Over 30 overseas education consultants representing education

institutions in Australia, Canada, Ireland, Japan and the UK attended the seminar.

Moreover, representatives of the Authority attended the education fairs and seminars

organised by the British Council to update admission officers of the UK universities on

the results and standard of the HKDSE.

5. As of August 2016, a total of 245 overseas institutions have announced their

acceptance of HKDSE for admission to the undergraduate programmes; in addition to

84 mainland institutions and around 150 Taiwan institutions which will admit students

on the basis of their HKDSE results.

Publications and Publicity 

6. With a view to promoting assessment literacy and sharing professional knowledge and

expertise in examination management, the Authority released The Management of

Public Examinations: 101 Questions and Answers.  Two information seminars

entitled “Assessment 101” were held in January 2016 to improve the public’s

understanding of the key processes of public examinations at the book launch in the

Hong Kong Central Library.  Over 400 copies were distributed to HKDSE

participating schools, representatives of local and overseas tertiary education
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institutions and the public libraries in Hong Kong.  The book is also available for sale 

at the HKEAA online bookstore, as well as some major bookstores in Hong Kong.  

7. During 2015/2016, the Authority published four issues of HKEAA E-News and two

issues of the HKDSE Newsletter to provide updates on the latest development of the

Authority and the HKDSE to local and overseas stakeholders.

8. By end of August 2016, the HKDSE smartphone app has recorded a total of around

135,000 downloads since its launch in 2012.  The HKDSE blog, DSE Express has

also recorded more than 147,000 visits in 2015/2016.

Awards 

9. Two staff members received the Ombudsman’s Awards 2015 for Officers of Public

Organisations in October 2015.  Since 2012 a total of six staff members have been

recognised by The Ombudsman for exemplary performances in customer services.

10. The HKEAA corporate website received the Triple Gold Award at the Government

Web Accessibility Recognition Scheme in April 2016 in recognition of the Authority’s

achievement in enhancing its web accessibility level for offering online information

available for all.

Media and Communication Activities 

11. During the year, the Authority organised a number of press conferences and media

interviews to announce major examination policies.

HKEAA Code on Access to Information 

12. The Authority received seven requests for information under the HKEAA Code on

Access to Information between September 2015 and August 2016.  Except for one

case which was withdrawn by the requester, three requests were fully met and three

were partially met.

(B) Mainland and Overseas Partnership 

Overseas Visits 

13. During 21-26 August 2016, a delegation led by the Secretary General (SG) attended

and presented papers at the 42
nd

 International Association for Educational Assessment

Conference which provided a platform for educational leaders from around the world

to share innovative ideas of educational assessment techniques.  The theme of this

year was “Assessing the Achievement of Curriculum Standards – An Ongoing

Dialogue”.  The SG was a guest speaker at the plenary session and gave a

presentation on the challenges in assessment.  HKEAA delegates also presented

papers on various assessment-related topics.
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Visits to the Authority 

14. In 2015/2016, the Authority received a number of delegations including officials from

the Ministry of Education, the education bodies and government departments of

Zhejiang and Shanxi, and the Taipei Economic and Cultural Office in Hong Kong.  A

research team from the National Institute for Educational Research of Japan, students

from Universität Potsdam of Germany, and admission officers of Waseda University

of Japan also visited the Authority to exchange knowledge in assessment and to learn

more about the HKDSE and the education reform in Hong Kong.

(C) General Administration and Finance 

Employee Code of Conduct (the “Code”) 

15. The Code was reviewed in key areas with reference to the Sample Code of Conduct for

Employees of Public Bodies of the ICAC, the Code of Practice against Discrimination

in Employment on the Ground of Sexual Orientation and the Competition Ordinance.

The revision was approved by the Council in December 2015.  The revised Code is

more concise and user-friendly, with special focus on areas related to legal

compliance.

16. The revised Code was launched on 1 February 2016.  Online training and briefings by

the ICAC, Office of the Privacy Commissioner for Personal Data and the Equal

Opportunities Commission were arranged to staff.

San Po Kong Building Defects Rectification 

17. The San Po Kong Building Defects Rectification project aiming to alleviate the water

seepage problem was kicked off in the last quarter of 2014 and was completed in

March 2016.

Vendor Management Policy and Project Management Procedure 

18. To further enhance the effectiveness of vendor management processes, the Authority

has engaged a consultant last year to conduct a review on the existing policy, to

benchmark against industry best practices where applicable and to identify potential

improvement opportunities.  The Authority has adopted the recommendations from

the consultant with some modifications to suit operational needs. The Vendor

Management Policy was revised with an aim to strengthening governance, improving

the internal control and documentation and ultimately enhancing vendor management

and improving their services provided to the Authority.  Relevant information on the

HKEAA website has been updated accordingly.  The revised policy has been

implemented on 1 September 2016 after the completion of the enhancement of the

e-procurement system.  Two training sessions were conducted to staff.

19. In order to strengthen the project management function to effectively monitor projects

in areas like project progress, project funding, measurement of project effectiveness

and benefits, the Authority has conducted a review and made improvements to its

existing project management policy.  The revised policy has been approved and

implemented.  Training sessions have also been conducted.
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Participation in the Seminar on “Use of Copyright Materials for Education” 
 

20. To deepen the understanding of schools on the Licence Scheme of the Authority for 

the use of HKDSE question papers, sample papers and practice papers as well as 

HKCEE/HKALE question papers, the Authority participated in the seminar organised 

by the Education Bureau (EDB) on “Use of Copyright Materials for Education” on 17 

June 2016.  During the seminar, the terms and conditions of the Licence Scheme were 

presented to over 300 participating schools, while enquiries from schools were also 

responded to.   

 

Part II Examinations and Assessment  

 

(A) Implementation and Development of the HKDSE and LPAT 

 

Implementation on New Academic Structure (NAS) Medium-term Review 
 

21. As a result of the first phase of the NAS medium-term review, changes will be made to 

Chinese Language Paper 1 with effect from the 2018 HKDSE.  A set of sample paper 

and marking guidelines were disseminated to schools in late November 2015 and 

uploaded to the HKEAA website in early December 2015 for reference by the public.  

Further information on the sample paper and the results of a pilot study of the paper 

were shared with teachers in a briefing session in mid December 2015.  In addition to 

the above, a Practice Paper for the new 2016 Chinese Language Paper 3 was also 

provided to schools and students in preparation for the 2016 examination.  Support 

materials such as marking guidelines and revised instructions for the listening part of 

the paper were also included.   

 

22. As part of the last batch of the NAS medium-term review, it was decided that four 

subjects namely Chinese Literature, Literature in English, Health Management & 

Social Care, and Technology & Living will implement School-based Assessment 

(SBA) starting from the 2019 HKDSE and schools can join an optional trial in the 

2018 HKDSE.  To facilitate early preparation of schools, the optional trial version of 

the SBA Teachers’ Handbook of these four subjects were uploaded to the HKEAA 

website at the end of August 2015.  Information regarding SBA was shared with 

teachers in briefing sessions of the respective subjects and training sessions were 

conducted to equip teachers with the skills of setting SBA tasks and assessing students 

based on the stipulated requirements. 

 

Delivery of the 2016 HKDSE 
 

23. The candidature for HKDSE dropped from 74,131 in 2015 to 68,128 in 2016 (down by 

8%).  The majority of the candidates were Secondary 6 students from 494 schools 

who completed the three-year senior secondary curriculum under the NAS.  The 

number of day school candidates decreased by 8.2% while the number of private 

candidates decreased to around 11,000 (down by 7.8%) in the 2016 HKDSE which 

was conducted from mid February to May 2016. 

 

24. The 2016 HKDSE marks the fifth administration of the examination.  All Category A 

subjects have adopted onscreen marking for the written papers.  With the experience 

gained in the past few years and improvement measures put in place, the processes of 
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marking, mark processing and grading were completed smoothly as scheduled for the 

2016 examination.  Standards maintenance was carried out to ensure that the 

examination results are comparable across years.  Reference was made to the 

standards in the 2012 to 2015 examinations as illustrated in the library scripts and 

relevant examination statistics.  Expert panel meetings for the grading of the core 

subjects and the elective subjects were carried out on 16 June and from 25 to 28 June 

2016 respectively.  The results were released on 13 July 2016 as scheduled.   

  

25. This year, 16,009 rechecking and remarking applications were received for a total of 

33,131 subjects, a decrease of 711 cases (or 2.1%) as compared to the 2015 figures.  

The whole process was completed smoothly and the rechecking and remarking results 

were released on 10 August 2016 as scheduled.  The subject upgrade rate was 2.1%, 

which was slightly higher than that of last year.  

 

26. The number of appeal review applications in respect of processing of examination 

irregularities and the process of rechecking and remarking remained small (6 and 2 

cases respectively).  In pursuance of the Personal Data (Privacy) Ordinance, 8,859 

HKDSE candidates filed Data Access Requests (DAR) for examination-related 

personal data, including marked examination scripts and/or speaking examination 

video clips before the scripts were destroyed on 9 September 2016. 

 

Provision of Support to Teachers and Students 
 

27. To enhance transparency and teachers’ understanding of the examination, briefing 

sessions on the review of the 2015 examination were held for all 24 Category A 

subjects and Applied Learning subjects from September to December 2015.  In these 

sessions, teachers were briefed on the gist of the examination questions, marking 

criteria, and performance of candidates as revealed by examination statistics and actual 

samples of candidates’ work.  Samples at different levels of performance for all 

Category A and B subjects were uploaded to the HKEAA website to enable teachers, 

students and other stakeholders to better understand the standard of the HKDSE.  In 

addition, the 2015 Examination Report and Question Papers for the 24 Category A 

subjects were made available for sale in early November 2015 for the reference of 

teachers and students.  Each booklet comprises the 2015 question papers, marking 

guidelines and examination reports of an individual subject. 

 

28. Over 200 briefing sessions, training sessions, workshops and conferences sessions 

were conducted in 2015/2016 for different subjects.  Examples of these included 

workshops on question-setting and marking in written examinations, teachers’ 

conferences and experience-sharing sessions on SBA, and training sessions on 

designing SBA tasks and developing assessment rubrics for particular subjects. 

 

Assessment Literacy Training (ALT) Programme 

 

29. Based on the feedback collected in the ALT Programme held in the 2014/2015, a 

refined version of the ALT, both in terms of content and delivery mode, was introduced 

in 2015/2016 for secondary school teachers.  The major assessment principles and 

practices adopted in the HKDSE are used as the context and the programme covers 

three major areas, namely Quality Assurance in Public Assessment, Grading Principles 

and Mechanism, and Assessment for Learning.  The mode of delivery was changed 
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from individual school basis to small group basis where teacher participants from 

different schools had the opportunity to share their views on the public examination 

and their own school’s good practices.  All schools were invited to nominate 

participants to attend the programme.  A total of 15 sessions were conducted from 

January to June 2016 with more than 150 teachers attending the programme.  

Feedback from participants was positive. 

 

30. Besides the ALT for secondary school teachers, assessment literacy training was also 

conducted in October 2015 for tutors of the Course Providers of Category B Applied 

Learning subjects.  A total of 37 tutors responsible for designing and implementing 

assessments attended the training during which topics such as design principles and 

mode of assessment, assessment planning and strategies of scoring performance using 

appropriate assessment tools were shared.  

 

Review of Quality Assurance (QA) Framework 
 

31. Since the inception of the HKDSE, a quality assurance framework has been formulated 

to ensure that robust and rigorous quality assurance practices are in place and are 

strictly observed throughout the different stages of examination development and 

administration. 

 

32. While good practices and procedures are applied and continually enhanced in the 

HKDSE, the Authority has recently carried out a review of the quality assurance 

framework as part of its continuous improvement process in order to meet high 

educational and societal expectations. 

 

33. Views from stakeholders, including EDB, principals and teachers, as well as relevant 

committees, were solicited.  Their feedback had been carefully analysed by the 

Authority and proposed recommendations had been formulated.  Suggestions for 

improvement were approved by the Public Examinations Board (PEB) in December 

2015 and have been incorporated into the quality assurance framework as appropriate.  

The updated QA framework has been implemented with effect from the 2016 HKDSE. 

 

34. The updated version of the HKDSE QA Framework booklet was endorsed by the PEB 

in June 2016 and uploaded to the HKEAA website in August 2016.  At the same time, 

an external consultant has been commissioned to review and evaluate the revised QA 

Framework and monitor its implementation within the 2017 examination cycle, 

probably between September 2016 and October 2017.  The consultant is expected to 

provide a professional evaluation of the revised QA Framework and to give 

recommendations and advice on any changes which the Authority may wish to 

consider in the light of best international examination practices.   

 

 HKDSE Computer System 
 

35. Regular enhancements on the following systems and modules were completed as 

scheduled for operational improvement and/or better user experience: 

 

(a) Registration (REG) and Special Examination Arrangements (SEA) Online 

Services; 

(b) Examination Centre Management (ECM) module; 
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(c) Examination Personnel Management (EPM) Online Service; 

(d) Question Paper & Stationery (QP&S) module; 

(e) School-based Assessment (SBA) module; 

(f) Attendance & Script Tracking System; 

(g) Mark Processing & Grading (M&G) module; 

(h) Results Dissemination (RD) module; and 

(i) Rechecking & Remarking Application (RRA) module. 

 

36. Technology refresh exercise for the HKDSE system was initiated and the 

proof-of-concept study on various options has largely been completed.  It is expected 

that recommendations on the technology architecture for the next generation HKDSE 

system will be made by November 2016. 

 

37. The first ISO20000 (IT Service Management) and ISO27001 (Information Security 

Management System) combined compliance audit on HKDSE examination system 

operation was successfully conducted in December 2015 by British Standards 

Institution Hong Kong. 

 

Second Generation Onscreen Marking System (OSM2) Project 

 
38. The OSM2 project was formally kicked off in October 2015.  Project delivery was in 

line with the master project plan.  The User Acceptance Test of the redeveloped 

software is in progress.  The system is planned to be launched in January 2017. 

 

 Registration 
 

39. The June and September registrations for the 2016 HKDSE were successfully 

completed in July and October 2015 respectively.  The June registration covered 

Category C (Other Languages – November 2015 series) subject examinations while the 

September registration covered Category A, Category B and Category C (June 2016 

series) subject examinations.  To familiarise schools with the enhanced registration 

functions, two briefing sessions were held on 14 and 15 September 2015 with more 

than 510 school staff attending.  

 

40. To provide a more user-friendly registration platform, some enhancements have been 

made to improve work efficiency and to cater for the change of the subject structure 

after the NAS review.   

 

 Examination Centre Management (ECM) 
 

41. Due to unforeseen circumstances in the centre allocation process resulting in 

undesirable centre allocation for some school candidates, the Authority recalled all the 

admission forms and re-issued new ones to all school candidates on 1 March 2016.  In 

addition, the Authority had instituted a number of contingency measures to prevent 

school candidates from going to wrong centres.  With schools’ cooperation, no school 

candidates had been adversely affected because of this incident.  An Investigation 

Committee (IC) was formed in May 2016 to conduct investigations into this incident 

with a view to recommending improvement measures so as to avoid similar incidents 

from happening in future.  After investigation, the IC concluded on the root cause of 

the incident and endorsed the proposed enhancement measures for the 2017 
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HKDSE.  The findings and recommendations of the IC were endorsed by the PEB in 

October 2016.   

 

 Examination Personnel Management (EPM) 

 
42. According to the revised Examination Regulations for the 2016 HKDSE, schools that 

do not have proper venues or cannot provide examination venues for the conduct of 
public examinations are required to provide extra invigilation staff.  Hence, the 
Authority introduced an incentive and top-up invigilation scheme with a view to 
achieving a more balanced provision of examination venues among schools.  As an 
incentive to co-operative schools, the Authority has reduced the number of invigilation 
sessions for schools that agreed to provide written examination venues for six days or 
more or/and for language subject examinations.  The internal functions of the EPM 
Online Service have been enhanced to facilitate the calculation of invigilation 
requirements of individual schools under the new arrangement. 
 

Results Dissemination (RD) and Application for Rechecking & Remarking (RRA) 

 
43. The results for the 2016 HKDSE were released on 13 July 2016 for Category A and B 

subjects and on 10 August 2016 for Category C (June 2016 series) subjects 

respectively.  School principals and private candidates could access the results of 

Category A and B subjects and Category C (June 2016 series) subjects via the RD 

System at 7:00 am on 13 July 2016 and 8:30 am on 10 August 2016 respectively.  

School candidates who have entered for the Category C (June 2016 series) 

examination were each given a password to access the Online Results Enquiry Service 

and view their results online on 10 August 2016. 

 

44. The workflow of the RRA system remained more or less the same as the 2015 HKDSE.  

The system only accepted single rechecking and remarking applications from 

individual school candidates and private candidates.  Candidates had to pay the fee at 

any 7-Eleven or Circle K Convenience Stores before the payment deadline.  A school 

briefing was conducted on 24 June 2016 to familiarise school users with the RD and 

RRA Systems and the workflow of the RRA process.  Extended hotline service was 

also provided by the Public Examinations Information Centre to answer calls from 

schools and private candidates. 

 

 Application for Special Examination Arrangements (SEAs) 
 

45. School candidates sitting the 2016 and 2017 HKDSE and private candidates sitting the 

2016 HKDSE submitted their applications for SEAs in September 2015.  In 

2015/2016, around 2,500 applications were received which represented an increase of 

around 19% over 2014/2015.  In the 2016 HKDSE, SEAs were provided for around 

2,050 candidates with special educational needs (SEN).  To cater to the specific needs 

of SEN candidates who required ancillary equipment and/or a familiar environment at 

their own schools, 71 schools operated a home centre for their own candidates.  In 

addition, 48 schools served as home cum district centres to accommodate their own 

and other candidates with similar SEAs in the same district while 41 special centres 

were set up to serve other SEN candidates. 

 

 



 10 

 Provision of Speech-to-text (STT) Software in the 2017 HKDSE   
 

46. Approval to use the STT software in the Liberal Studies examination in the 2017 

HKDSE had been given to approximately 180 candidates with Specific Learning 

Disabilities (SLD) studying Secondary 5 in about 80 mainstream schools in 2015/2016.  

Candidates studying Secondary 6 in 2016/2017 can apply for this new SEA in the 2017 

HKDSE in September 2016.  To facilitate the logistic arrangements in public 

examination, a focus group was formed comprising representatives from four 

mainstream schools.  A school briefing on the proposed logistic arrangements for the 

provision of STT software was held in collaboration with the EDB in May 2016.  A 

mainstream secondary school was also invited to share the school practice of using the 

software, e.g. setting up of noise blocking facilities (including partitions and earmuffs) 

in the school hall.  Schools with approved case(s) in 2015/2016 and/or new 

application(s) submitted in 2016/2017 will be asked to provide their plan (e.g. 

examination venue and special seating arrangements) by November 2016.  The 

guidelines for centre supervisors of centre schools will be drawn up to ensure the 

smooth implementation of this new SEA in the 2017 HKDSE. 

 

Language Proficiency Assessment for Teachers (LPAT) 
 

47. This year marks the 19th administration of the LPAT.  A total of 1,524 candidates sat 

the English Language papers while 2,040 sat the Putonghua (PTH) papers.  The 

written examinations were conducted smoothly on 30 and 31 January 2016 and the 

speaking examinations were held in the evenings from 29 February to 4 March 2016.  

The results were released on 27 May 2016 as scheduled. 

 

(B) New Initiatives in Examination Administration and Assessment 

 

Second Generation Public Examination Support System (PESS 2) 
 

48. The solution design for the PESS 2 was completed in August 2016.  The solution 

aims at refreshing the technology of the existing old system as well as streamlining 

operation procedures. Both mobile and cloud technology will be deployed in the 

solution in order to save cost and improve operational efficiency.  Upon finalising the 

solution design, it is expected to develop the detailed operation procedures, source the 

system components and estimate the cost for development and implementation.    

 

Full Implementation of the Use of USB Drive for the Broadcast of Listening 

Components in the 2016 HKDSE and LPAT 
 

49. After the successful pilot run in the 2015 HKDSE Chinese Language (Cantonese 

version) and LPAT, the use of USB drives for the broadcast of Listening components 

was fully implemented in all examination centres in the 2016 HKDSE [i.e. 453 normal 

and special centres including hospital and prison centres for Chinese Language 

(Cantonese and PTH) and English Language] as well as LPAT assessment centres (i.e. 

11 PTH centres and 9 English centres).  The broadcast of the examination contents 

via USB drives was smooth in most of the centres and the feedback from examination 

centres was positive.  The same arrangement will be adopted in future examinations.  
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A New Category of HKDSE School Statistical Reports – the Teaching Group 

Reports  
 

50. In 2015 HKDSE, teaching group reports for subjects with an SBA component were 

provided in addition to school and class reports.  The teaching group reports enrich 

the results analysis in other dimensions as the reports provide results data of students 

from different classes but taught in the same teaching groups.  In June 2016, a school 

survey on the usefulness of the reporting service was conducted and the feedback was 

positive, which confirmed the usefulness of the service to schools and teachers.  In 

2016, the SBA system has been enhanced to allow schools to enter the teaching group 

information for non-SBA subjects during 15 August and 15 September.  A total of 

104 schools submitted the teaching group information of 94 core subjects and 108 

elective subjects.  These subjects are mainly Mathematics, Economics, Geography 

and Business, Accounting & Financial Studies (Accounting).  This extended 

reporting service covering all Category A subjects will be available from the 2016 

HKDSE.  

 

(C) Quality Assurance and Research & Development 

 

 Quality Assurance 
 

51. In February 2016, the ISO 9001 external surveillance audit was successfully conducted 

by the certification body.  No non-conformity, written observations or written 

suggestions were raised.  The Authority shall continue to strive for further 

enhancement of the quality management system. 

 

Research Projects to Enhance the HKDSE  
 

52. A number of research projects were carried out during the year to evaluate various 

aspects of the HKDSE.  They included a simulation study on the effect of the new 

assessment framework in Chinese Language on grading, a project to examine the 

English Language level descriptors and a research on the maintenance of grading 

standards of the Chemistry examination.  Findings from these studies were submitted 

to relevant committees for discussion and used as references for policy formulation in 

public examinations.  Other research projects related to the application of Group 

Ability Index in grading were also in good progress. 

 

53. A study on the provision of processed sound tracks at slower pace in listening 

components for hearing impaired (HI) candidates was completed in May 2016.  The 

findings showed that the HI group did not benefit or show a significant gain over the 

control group in the tests.  After considering the findings of the study at its June 2016 

meeting, the Committee on Special Needs Candidates decided that the provision of 

processed sound tracks at slower pace would not be pursued further.  As a matter of 

fact, all HI candidates are given the options of prolonged and/or additional pauses in 

the listening components with effect from the 2016 HKDSE and such provisions are 

expected to have adequately addressed the needs of HI candidates. 
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Quality Assessment Management Accreditation Scheme (QAMAS) and Assessment 

Quality-assurance Platform (AQP) 
 

54. In the annual QAMAS Certificate Presentation Ceremony 2015, representatives from 

13 accredited schools were presented with certificates in recognition of their 

commitment to ensure professional management of examination and assessment in the 

schools.  To encourage teachers to put assessment for learning into practice, the event 

also featured sessions for teachers to learn from successful experiences of other 

schools as well as a concise assessment literacy training lecture on pre-lesson 

assessment.  

 

55. Promotion of AQP to school entered another stage with the completion of the first 

joint-school mathematics item bank among the Catholic Diocesan primary schools.  

A total of over 2,000 items of different levels of difficulty are stored in the item bank 

for teachers to access and use, and the number of items will continue to increase.  At 

the same time, many AQP functions were also enhanced for teachers to upload new 

items and to select suitable items with greater ease and flexibility.  In addition, the 

AQP start-up kit was redesigned for first-time users and AQP refreshment courses 

were organised for experienced users. 

 

Preparation of the 18th Academic Forum on English Language Testing in Asia 

(AFELTA) 
 

56. The Authority will host the 18th AFELTA on 25-26 November 2016 and the 

preparation work for this conference began in 2015.  In consultation with the other six 

AFELTA members from Seoul, Shanghai, Singapore, Taipei and Tokyo, the theme of 

the forum was set to be “Social Aspects of English Language Testing” and Professor 

Yang Huizhong, the founder of the AFELTA, was invited to be one of the keynote 

speakers.  Other pre-forum set-up work is in good progress. 

 

Basic Competency Assessments (BCA) Project 
 

57. The BCA project was proposed by the Education Commission in its Report for the 

Hong Kong education system in 2000.  HKEAA assisted to administer two parts, i.e. 

Territory-wide System Assessment (TSA) and Student Assessment (SA). 

 

(i) TSA 

 

58. As part of the continuous efforts to address public concerns about Primary 3 (P3) TSA, 

the Coordinating Committee on BCA and Assessment Literacy (Committee) 

conducted a review of TSA and submitted a report on the review in February 2016 

proposing the implementation of the 2016 Tryout Study (P3) (Tryout Study).  With 

the participation of some 50 schools, the oral and written assessments of the Tryout 

Study were conducted in early May and mid June respectively.  The assessment 

papers and question design for the three subjects have been modified and a new 

reporting format providing diagnostic information to schools has been developed based 

on the recommendation of the Committee.  The Authority has maintained close 

communications with various stakeholders to collect feedback on the Tryout Study.  

Since 2012, the Primary 6 (P6) TSA has been implemented in odd-numbered years.  

Hence, school participation in the P6 TSA in 2016 was on a voluntary basis.  The 
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2016 TSA report covering the overall performance of P3 and Secondary 3 (S3) 

students was released in November 2016.  The trend of performance of students was 

found to be steady across the years.  

 

59. To encourage students to participate in the TSA, provision of special arrangements for 

students with SEN, e.g. enlarged papers, using screen-reader and braille script, etc., 

continued.  For the non-Chinese speaking (NCS) students, support measures, e.g. 

bilingual instructions for the written component and reading aloud questions and 

options for the listening assessment, to facilitate their participation in the Chinese 

Language assessment were provided.  The new measure, a bilingual version of 

instructions, was extended to the oral assessment.  This should have helped students 

better understand the requirements in oral assessment.  Moreover, schools with five 

or more NCS students participating in the TSA on Chinese Language would receive an 

additional report providing information on NCS students’ performance relative to the 

whole NCS student cohort.  Schools are expected to improve their teaching plans to 

facilitate students’ learning with reference to relevant reports.  

 

60. In order to better facilitate schools’ uploading student data to our system, the system of 

assessment administration has been enhanced.  For example, starting from this year, 

secondary schools can upload their data to our system via the WEBSAMS interface. 

The registration processes follow the same handling procedure as that for the HKDSE 

candidates.  Moreover, a new video clip was produced to explain the changes in the 

workflow of assessment administration.  Manuals and procedures have been reviewed 

regularly since inception.  It is hoped that all these facilitation measures can enhance 

the efficiency and effectiveness of assessment administration.   

 

(ii) SA 

 

61. The SA system serves as an extra assessment tool to help teachers identify students’ 

learning progress.  The Authority continues to provide services to schools by 

maintaining the SA system and supporting schools on its technical aspects when they 

use the system.  With 37,000 items in the bank covering Chinese, English and 

Mathematics across key stages 1-3, it is believed that the SA can provide abundant and 

quality assessment items to facilitate learning and teaching.  As most of the items can 

be automatically marked, it has been found that the system was extensively used, 

especially during school holidays.  

 

62. The SA system will be upgraded into the Student Assessment Repository (STAR) 

platform on 1 January 2017, which comprises a number of new features to promote 

“assessment for learning” and facilitate teachers in using assessment information to 

enhance students’ learning.  The STAR platform can be accessed through the website 

of Hong Kong Education City (https://star.hkedcity.net).  The SA system will be 

maintained by the Authority until end of 2016.  The transition work including the 

transfer of all items to the STAR platform and handover is in progress.   

 

 

(D) Diversification of Activities (International and Professional Examinations) (IPE) 

 

Candidatures 
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63. The overall candidature of IPE in 2015/2016 increased by 2.5% on last year to reach

294,000. 

64. Entries of IPE can be broadly classified into 6 categories as indicated in the table

below.  Amongst them, music/dance/art examinations continued to be the most

popular though their entries have been adversely affected by the recent demographic

decline of student population in Hong Kong.  The biggest growth of the year came

from admission/matriculation examinations followed by recruitment examinations.

Quality Assurance 

65. To ensure service quality and standardisation of good practices across a wide range of

over 200 IPE, a staff training programme was introduced in September 2015.  To

enhance and sustain the growth of IPE services, approval was obtained to implement

the IPE System Migration Project, the basic aim of which was to migrate the existing

IPE systems from an Oracle platform to a Java platform for better system security,

maintainability and expandability.

IPE System Migration Project Update 

66. The IPE system migration project commenced in March 2016.  There are two phases

of development with the first phase covering the online systems and the Associated

Board of The Royal Schools of Music system enhancements; and the second phase

covering the backend examination systems and computer-based test systems.  All

replacement system hardware was properly installed by August 2016 with Phase One
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targeted to be completed by early 2017.  In accordance with the master project plan, 

Phase Two will be completed in January 2018. 

 

Outreach Activities 
 

67. Efforts on facilitating Hong Kong citizens in Mainland China to take the HKDSE 

continued.  A talk on HKDSE was delivered to the students and parents of Huake 

Education, South China Normal University in September 2015 as one of the 

university’s orientation events.  A Joint Pearson-HKEAA London Chamber of 

Commerce and Industry (LCCI) Training was held in January 2016 for the 

examination body to introduce the new LCCI syllabuses and examination calendar to 

secondary schools.  A joint workshop on the Associate Agreement between the 

Authority and Cambridge International Examinations was held in March 2016 for 

private and direct subsidy secondary schools.  An information seminar on the 

Institute of Linguists Educational Trust’s new qualification, Certificate in Languages 

for Business, was organised in April 2016 for training bodies of the Employees 

Retraining Board.  To soft launch a new Singing qualification for children of the 

Beijing Central Conservatory of Music (CCM) and to collect feedback on the proposed 

syllabus, a focus group meeting was coordinated in July 2016 for CCM representatives 

to meet with selected music studios and teachers.    

 

New Examinations 
 

68. Major new examinations introduced during the year include: 

 

Examination Examination Body Country/Region 

Secondary School Admission Test 

(SSAT) 

The Enrollment Management 

Association 

USA 

Occupational English Test  Cambridge Boxhill Language 

Assessment 

Australia 

Chinese Folk Dance Graded 

Examinations 

Chinese Folk Dance Grade Test 

Center, Chinese Society for 

Professional Art Education 

PRC 

Recruitment examination for the 

post of Cadet Pilot 

Government Flying Service HKSAR 

General Certificate of 

Education/International General 

Certificate of Secondary Education 

(GCE/IGCSE) Tamil and Arabic 

language examinations 

Cambridge International 

Examinations and Edexcel 

UK 

 

 

 

 

Secretary General  

Hong Kong Examinations and Assessment Authority 

December 2016 



HONG KONG EXAMINATIONS AND ASSESSMENT AUTHORITY 
Programme of Activities 

1 September 2015 – 31 August 2016 

1. The Hong Kong Diploma of Secondary Education Examination (HKDSE) was conducted as
scheduled during the period under review.  The candidatures are shown below:

Candidate Category No. Entered No. Sat 
School Candidates 57,127 56,899 

Day School Candidates 56,112 55,934 

Day School First Attempters 55,327 55,157 

Private Candidates 11,001 9,975 

All Candidates 68,128 66,874 

2. Language Proficiency Assessment for Teachers (LPAT)

Number of Candidates Sat 
English Language 1,524 

Putonghua 2,040 

3. Secondary 3 Territory-wide System Assessment (TSA)
Number of Students Sat (Written Assessment) 55,278 

Number of Students Sat (Oral Assessment) 20,630 

4. Under approval obtained in accordance with Section 7(2)(c) of the Hong Kong Examinations
and Assessment Authority Ordinance, the Authority conducted examinations on behalf of the
following examining bodies:

Name of Examining Body

1. ACT, Inc.
2. American Board of Industrial Health (ABIH)
3. American Institute for Chartered Property Casualty Underwriters/Insurance Institute 

of America
4. American Society for Industrial Security (ASIS)
5. Anglican Church Grammar School
6. Associated Board of The Royal Schools of Music
7. Association of American Medical Colleges (AAMC)
8. Association of Chartered Certified Accountants
9. Association of Clinical Research Professionals (ACRP)
10. Association of International Accountants
11. Athabasca University
12. Australian Council for Educational Research

Attachment 
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13. Australian Teachers of Dancing Limited 
14. British Columbia Institute of Technology 
15. BEAM Society Limited 
16. Benenden School  
17. Cambridge International Examinations 
18. Carleton University  
19. Central Conservatory of Music 
20. CFA Institute 
21. Charles Sturt University  
22. Chartered Institute of Marketing 
23. Cheung Kong School of Art and Design, Shantou University 
24. China Legal Service (HK) Limited 
25. Chinese Medicine Council of Hong Kong 
26. COMPASS (ACT)  
27. Commonwealth Society of Teachers of Dancing (CSTD) 
28. Competency and Credentialing Institute (CCI) 
29. Customs & Excise Department, the Government of the Hong Kong SAR 
30. Deakin University 
31. Economic Analysis and Business Facilitation Unit, Financial Secretary’s Office 
32. Edith Cowan University  
33. Educational Commission for Foreign Medical Graduates 
34. Educational Records Bureau 
35. Educational Testing Service 
36. Electrical & Mechanical Services Department, the Government of the Hong Kong 

SAR 
37. Estate Agents Authority 
38. European Personnel Selection Office 
39. Fire Services Department, the Government of the Hong Kong SAR 
40. Global Association of Risk Professionals 
41. Governance Institute of Australia 
42. Government Flying Service, the Government of the Hong Kong SAR  
43. Green Building Certification Institute (GBCI) 
44. Guangzhou Academy of Fine Arts 
45. Hong Kong Dance Federation 
46. Hong Kong Institute of Accredited Accounting Technicians Limited 
47. Hong Kong Institute of Architects 
48. Hong Kong Institute of Certified Public Accountants 
49. Hong Kong Institute of Chartered Secretaries 
50. Hong Kong Statistical Society 
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51. Hong Kong Post, the Government of the Hong Kong SAR 
52. Human Resource Certification Institute (HRCI) 
53. Immigration Department, the Government of the Hong Kong SAR 
54. Information Services Department, the Government of the Hong Kong SAR  
55. Institute of Applied Linguistics, Ministry of Education, PRC 
56. Institute of Certified Management Accountants (ICMA) 
57. Institute of Chartered Secretaries and Administrators (UK) 
58. Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers (IEEE) 
59. Institute of International Container Lessors 
60. Institute of Linguists Educational Trust 
61. Institution of Fire Engineers (IFE) 
62. Insurance Institute of Canada 
63. International Communications Industries Association (InfoCOMM) 
64. International Facility Management Association (IFMA) 
65. International Institute of Business Analysis 
66. International Society for Clinical Densitometry 
67. Law School Admission Council 
68. MacRobertson Girls High School 
69. Market Technicians Association (MTA) 
70. Massey University 
71. Medical Council of Canada 
72. Medical Dosimetrist Certification Board 
73. Ministry of Justice, PRC 
74. Monash University  
75. Moody’s Investors 
76. Murdoch University 
77. National Board for Certification in Occupational Therapy 
78. National Council of Architectural Registration Boards 
79. National Educational Examinations Authority, PRC 
80. Office of the Government Chief Information Officer, the Government of the Hong 

Kong SAR 
81. Pearson Education Limited 
82. Praxis 
83. Product Development and Management Association (PDMA) 
84. Project Management Institute (PMI) 
85. Royal Academy of Dance 
86. School and College Ability Test (SCAT) 
87. Securities and Investment Institute (SII) 
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88. Self-Study Examination Office The Education Examinations Authority of Guangdong 
Province 

89. Smart Education Company Limited 
90. Society for Worldwide Inter Bank Financial Telecommunication (SWIFT) 
91. Society of Actuaries 
92. The Chartered Institute of Legal Executives 
93. The Chartered Insurance Institute 
94. The College Board 
95. The Securities Analysts Association of Japan (SAAJ) 
96. The Taxation Institute of Hong Kong 
97. The University of Queensland  
98. University of British Columbia 
99. University of Guelph 
100. University of London International Programmes 
101. University of Manitoba 
102. University of South Australia 
103. University of Southern Queensland 
104. University of Warwick 
105. Victorian Selective Entry High School 
 
 

5. The total candidature of examinations administered by the International and Professional 
Examinations Division was close to 295,000 in 2015/2016, the distribution of which is given 
below: 
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