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Minor amendments to the Rules of Procedure and House Rules

Purpose

This paper seeks views of the House Committee on some minor
amendments to the Rules of Procedure ("RoP") and House Rules ("HR"),
as well as a consequential amendment to the Handbook for Chairmen of
Panels ("the Handbook™) as supported by the Committee on Rules of
Procedure ("CRoP").

Amendments supported by CRoP

2. At its meeting on 6 December 2016, CRoP considered and
supported certain minor amendments to RoP and HR, as well as the
Handbook. Details of these amendments are set out in paragraphs 3 to 8

below.

Referencing to the Basic Law

3. The current format adopted for the Chinese version of RoP in
referring to Articles of the Basic Law ("BL") is that the number of the
relevant Article is quoted in Chinese numerals, followed by the number of
subparagraphs in brackets in Chinese numerals. This format is different
from that adopted for the Chinese version of most recently drafted Hong
Kong laws. For example, a reference to Article 73(9) of BL in RoP 46(1)
is expressed as " ( FEAE) - =(L) ", while in section 31AA(2)
and sections 31AB(1) to (4) of the Chinese version of the Prevention of
Bribery Ordinance (Cap. 201), reference to the same Article is expressed as

"EARE) BET=HBOL)E"
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4, As it is sometimes necessary to quote Rules of RoP in the same
document as the text of specific ordinances, it is desirable to align the way
that Basic Law is referenced in the RoP with that of Hong Kong laws.
Accordingly, it is recommended that amendments be made to the Chinese
version of the following five Rules in RoP where subparagraphs of Articles
of the Basic Law are referenced:

(@) RoP 30(1), which specifies the manner by which the notice of
a motion or an amendment should be given, refers to
Article 73(9) of the Basic Law;

(b) RoP 46(1), which provides that, subject to certain exceptions,
the passage of all motions before the Council or a committee
of the whole Council requires a majority vote of the Members
present, refers to Articles 52(2) and 73(9) of the Basic Law;

(c) RoP 47(2), which prescribes the voting procedure for a
motion or bill introduced by a Member or an amendment
thereto, refers to Articles 52(2) and 73(9) of the Basic Law;

(d) RoP 49B(1) and (1A), which prescribe motions related to
disqualification of Members from office, refer to
Articles 79(6) and 79(7) of the Basic Law respectively; and

(e) RoP 93(c), which gives the interpretation of "designated
public officer" in RoP, refers to Article 62(6) of the Basic
Law.

It is also proposed that the word "§&" in RoP 49B(1) and (1A) should be
revised to read "E£" for the sake of consistency with official documents of

the Legislature. The marked up version showing the proposed amendments
to the above five Rules is set out in Appendix 1.

Textual amendments to RoP 6(5A)(a), RoP 89(1) and RoP 90(1)

5. The English version of RoP 6(5A)(a) states that "The Clerk shall
conduct the review referred to in paragraph (b) of the Policy on Access to
the Legislature's Documents and Records in Schedule 2 within 25 years of
the existence of the document or record as to whether access should be
made available at an earlier time, and to conduct a further review of the
document or record, if not already made available for public access, at least
once every four years from the last review." It is recommended that the
word "to conduct” as highlighted should be amended to read "shall
conduct”. It is also recommended to amend the Chinese version of RoP
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89(1) and RoP 90(1) regarding their references to the Legislative Council
(Powers and Privileges) Ordinance (Cap. 382) to maintain accuracy of the
text.

6. The marked up version of RoP 6(5A)(a), RoP 89(1) and RoP 90(1)
showing the proposed amendments are in Appendix I1.

Maximum number of subcommittees on policy issues that may be in
operation under House Rules

7. Under HR 26(a), the maximum number of subcommittees on
policy issues that may be in operation at any one time is eight. With
additional resources being allocated to the Secretariat since 2013, the
House Committee endorsed the Secretariat's proposal to utilize such
resources to service up to 10 subcommittees on policy issues instead of
eight at any one time. This arrangement took effect from 1 April 2014. A
technical amendment to replace the word "eight” with "10" in HR 26(a) is
recommended.

8. The marked up version of HR 26(a) showing the proposed
amendment is in Appendix Ill. The proposed consequential amendments
to paragraph 6.5 of the Handbook are in Appendix IV.

Advice sought

Q. Members are invited to consider the proposed amendments to RoP
as set out in paragraphs 4 and 5 above. Subject to the views of the House
Committee, the Chairman of CRoP will move a motion at a Council
meeting to amend the relevant rules. The wording of the motion is in
Appendix V. Members are also invited to approve the proposed
amendments to HR and the Handbook as set out in paragraph 7 above.

Council Business Division 4
Leqgislative Council Secretariat
14 December 2016
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Proposed amendments to Rule 30, Rule 46, Rule 47, Rule 49B and Rule
93 of the Rules of Procedure

30. BERBEEMNFEEAN

(1) FEEMBRBLEBERFHIAS - ARZEEIELER
DNEREZETLEGMERER - €76 (EAXK) FE+=0%
R Z(71) HWHET - BB EARNB ERNWERAEBAEZES
E#E o HEEREDUE ERBE A G ie Bk = o2 E =0 H AR
8 JBIER S EFE -
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46.  FIREE(FHAE

(1) PRARBEHAE 49B R(VHFEEWER) KR 66 &
(BREIEZRNER) DIk (EARE) BA+(=KZ()H %
=R 200 HBEFED RN ) B—am Ik i
=k mEREN  TRRERILEENEREREG RN
o ENESQFIRE T  HEEE R SRR E0iE
(1998 55 311 AR dr 5 1999 458 107 5k 5 2005 4
5 2355 RN
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47. AUFERERZEEHNRAR

(2) PrREGIRIBAGRBMANE 49B fR(MUER BHVER)EE
66 fiR(FEIEZEAER) (BEARE) B+ A—HFk7Z( ) E
Bt =R 2 () H(BE PR =& 70) BE — B A+ SuRE)
mlEREAREN LR ERNEREZEG ERREAERHD
Rl e BTRZE 0 BGER B A (IR S SR e AV 2 IR AU R R
RHILEGT N R EGRIRN — (1998 4255 311 Jo L FL
1999 2£28 107 FF 5 E 2\ &
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BT AT ARG IURERE » BT

" B (3 B 44) 1 (B )7 (M 7 ) (6 ) 0 5 TR o
SEAT - 5 )M (2 BE) B B — (i A DA (5 B B I
— AR BN AT - A R b (% B ) T 4
WA - " -
(1A) {748 (A Bt ILee i 2 (L) FE#HE %
B BRI -

"EENGEERER) TR CEN (AR F—EFN
RATRENES TR I mEGER (EARE) F—HFN
fRATHE E S (B R — A ARREZEN LATL) - AFR
B (EARE) Btk 2(0) AHEEHER -
(1999 5 107 J5 5 2 2

*kkkkk
93. B=

(c) "BRIRE&"HERE (EAE) BATZCHFEZOY)
IETFERR T EREBUFRIRNVE &

*khkkkk*x

Legend:

Texts proposed to be added are shown in italics
Texts proposed to be deleted are shown with deletion lines
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Proposed amendments to Rule 6(5A)(a), 89(1) and 90(1)
of the Rules of Procedure

6. Duties of the Clerk

*khkkkkk

(5A) (a) The Clerk shall conduct the review referred to in paragraph
(b) of the Policy on Access to the Legislature’s Documents
and Records in Schedule 2 within 25 years of the existence
of the document or record as to whether access should be
made available at an earlier time, and te shall conduct a
further review of the document or record, if not already
made available for public access, at least once every four
years from the last review.

*kkkkk

89. MBEHEREZREFEEIZA-—SFEAUNER

1) S RE (LEREZ (D &R RE) G
(55 382 E)EH 6(2)RATFRIILIEE v » DAEORIEE B 111k
FETERERHEREFERERBEAN » EXZEEEZR
HE T EEERFE FANMPERZRZAT 21 RATLEEWES
T ek R 5 OR R B I BEOREZR B AERZ R H R BB S -

9. HMIMZEEHREFIRHEE —SISFANER

1) FBWERE (LERZ (D &R E) Gk
(55 382 %) % 7 RFTTFHVILEG A » DUl & aac 2 ~ (FRERC
IR ILEY > ZREGIVNHEREGEEN EEETA
WA - B EE  ZE G SUNE R B G WL A g R EGE
B - FEILEG DN HEG TR REE 1R - BORELET AT A A
VLR R I R L R R ER A H B A e B L R
SEME BB N LI EE ER AR R AT E — 5 ZRIER -

Legend:

Texts proposed to be added are shown in italics
Texts proposed to be deleted are shown with deletion lines
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Proposed amendments to rule 26(a) of House Rules

26.  Activation and Operation of Subcommittees

(@ Subject to (b) and (e), the maximum number of
subcommittees appointed by the House Committee for
purposes set out in rule 20(j)(ii) and subcommittees
appointed by Panels for purposes set out in rule 22(s) or (t)
that may be in operation at any one time is eight10.

Legend:

Texts proposed to be added are shown in italics
Texts proposed to be deleted are shown with deletion lines



Appendix 1V

Proposed amendments to paragraph 6.5 of the
Handbook for Chairmen of Panels

Activation of subcommittees

6.5 The maximum number of subcommittees under the House
Committee and Panels on policy issues or Council business (other than
subsidiary legislation, other instruments made under an Ordinance, draft
of subsidiary legislation or such instruments, and proposed endorsement
of the appointment or removal of senior judges) that may be in operation
at any one time is eightl0. Where the number has reached eightl0, a
queuing system will automatically be activated with a waiting list formed.
The order of subcommittees on the waiting list is in the order of their
appointment. [HR 22(u)(iv),26(a) and (b)]

Legend:

Texts proposed to be added are shown in italics
Texts proposed to be deleted are shown with deletion lines
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Basic Law of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region of the
People’s Republic of China

Resolution

(Under Article 75 of the Basic Law of the Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region of the People’s Republic of China)

Rules of Procedure of the Legislative Council of the
Hong Kong Special Administrative Region

Resolved that the Rules of Procedure of the Legislative Council of the
Hong Kong Special Administrative Region be amended as set out in the
Schedule.




Schedule

Amendments to Rules of Procedure of the Legislative Council of the
Hong Kong Special Administrative Region

Rule 6 amended (duties of the Clerk)

In Rule 6(5A)(a), in the English text-—
Repeal
“to conduct”
Substitute
“shall conduct”.

Rule 30 amended (manner of giving notice of motions and
amendments)

In Rule 30(1), in the Chinese text—
Repeal
“(EARER) FET=0UK"
Substitute
“(EARE) FH=HRECLE”

Rule 46 amended (decision on motions)

In Rule 46(1), in the Chinese text—

Repeal
“AERE) BEATZ(OM - FET=0UF”
Substitute

“(EAER) BATZHRBCHE - FEF=HEBOVH”



Rule 47 amended (decision of Council and committee of the
whole Council)

In Rule 47(2), in the Chinese text—

Repeal
“(ERE) BEATZ(OM - FET=0UF”
Substitute

(EARER) BHATZRFE(CE)H  FEH=REB0)H
Rule 49B amended (disqualification of Member from office)

(1) In Rule 49B(1), in the Chinese text—

Repeal
“AEARE) BETILONR
Substitute

“(EAER) BETIURBON)E

(2) In Rule 49B(1), in the Chinese text—
Repeal
uﬁ%n
Substitute
u%n.

(3) In Rule 49B(1A), in the Chinese text—
Repeal
“(EARE) FETIUDKR
Substitute
“AEARE) BETILRE(T)E.

(4) InRule 49B(1A), in the Chinese text—
Repeal
uﬁ%n
Substitute
u%n.



Rule 89 amended (procedure for obtaining leave for Member
to attend as witness in civil proceedings)

In Rule 89(1), in the Chinese text—

Repeal
“ ILERETT B RET)
Substitute

* QARG (RS BB RET) ™.

Rule 90 amended (procedure for obtaining leave to give
evidence of Council proceedings)

In Rule 90(1), in the Chinese text—

Repeal
“IDERWET ERE) RGBT ™
Substitute

“(IDEE (RS SRR RGT)
Rule 93 amended (interpretation)

In Rule 93(c), in the Chinese text—

Repeal
“UEARE) BTN
Substitute

“EARTE) BT RECR)IR”
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