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The West Kowloon Cultural District 
 
1. The West Kowloon Cultural District ("WKCD") covers an area of 
about 40 hectares with the provision of 23 hectares of public open space 
including the Park.  A one-off upfront endowment of $21.6 billion (in 2008 
Net Present Value) was approved by the Legislative Council ("LegCo") for 
the West Kowloon Cultural District Authority ("WKCDA") to implement the 
WKCD project.1  Under section 4(1)(c) of the West Kowloon Cultural 
District Authority Ordinance (Cap. 601) ("WKCDAO"), WKCDA is 
responsible for providing (including planning, designing and constructing), 
operating, managing, maintaining or otherwise dealing with arts and cultural 
facilities, related facilities or ancillary facilities within WKCD. 
 
2. WKCD is planned to be developed by means of a Development Plan 
("DP") prepared by WKCDA under section 21 of WKCDAO.  After 
conducting a three-stage public engagement exercise, WKCDA selected in 
March 2011 the "City Park" conceptual plan designed by Foster + Partners as 
the preferred option for developing into a DP for WKCD.  The WKCD DP 
was approved by the Chief Executive in Council in January 2013 and the 
approved DP is in Appendix I. 

                                                 
1  On 4 July 2008, the Finance Committee of LegCo approved a one-off upfront 

endowment of $21.6 billion per the recommendations of the Consultative Committee on 
the Core Arts and Cultural Facilities of WKCD to meet the capital cost of the WKCD 
project. 
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3. As advised by WKCDA in July 2013, the facilities in WKCD would be 
delivered in three batches.  The facilities to be delivered in Batch 1 and 
Batch 2 include, among others, a waterfront park (with the M+ Pavilion), 
Freespace (including an Outdoor Stage and a Black Box), Xiqu Centre, M+ 
and Lyric Theatre Complex.  These facilities are planned for completion in 
stages starting from the second half of 2015 to around 2020. 
 
4.   According to a press release of WKCDA issued on 5 September 2016, 
the Board of WKCDA noted the further findings of a review on the possible 
development of a Mega Performance Venue ("MPV") and Exhibition Centre 
sharing a site on the western part of WKCD, in particular its business viability 
in the light of relevant government policies and the market environment. 
Those findings indicated the increasing use of alternative venues for 
performances in recent years and reported on the Government's public 
commitment to press ahead with the Kai Tak Sports Park including a 
50 000-seat stadium with a retractable roof which is suitable for mega 
performances.  In addition, the Government has advised that the 12 500-seat 
Hong Kong Coliseum would be retained for sports and performances 
purposes.  Following thorough discussions, the Board of WKCDA came to 
the view that the original proposal to build a MPV in WKCD was no longer a 
suitable proposition.  A schematic plan provided by WKCDA to LegCo in 
December 2016 showing the batching of the core arts and cultural facilities is 
in Appendix II.   
 
The West Kowloon Cultural District Authority 
 
5. As stipulated in section 4(2) of WKCDAO, WKCDA shall perform its 
functions in ways which aim to achieve the following objectives: (a) to 
facilitate the long-term development of Hong Kong as an international arts 
and cultural metropolis; (b) to uphold and encourage freedom of artistic 
expression and creativity; (c) to enhance and promote excellence, innovation, 
creativity and diversity in arts and culture; (d) to enhance the appreciation of a 
diverse and pluralistic range of the arts; (e) to develop new and experimental 
works in arts and culture; (f) to cultivate and nurture local talents in the arts 
(including local artists), and local arts groups and arts-related personnel; (g) to 
encourage wider participation by the local community in arts and culture; (h) 
to promote and provide arts education to the local community; (i) to facilitate 
the development of cultural and creative industries; (j) to facilitate and 
enhance cultural exchange and cooperation between the Mainland of China, 
Hong Kong and any other place; (k) to facilitate and enhance cooperation 
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between any government or non-government body or organization and 
providers of the arts, within and outside Hong Kong; (l) to encourage 
community, commercial and corporate support and sponsorship of arts and 
culture; (m) to provide or facilitate the provision of free and accessible open 
space within the leased area to the general public; and (n) to strengthen the 
position of Hong Kong as a tourist destination. 
 
6. Section 19 of WKCDAO states that without prejudice to section 
21(3)(a)2, WKCDA shall, in relation to matters concerning the development 
or operation of arts and cultural facilities, related facilities, ancillary facilities 
and any other matters as WKCDA considers fit, consult the public at such 
time and in such manner as it considers appropriate.  Under section 20 of 
WKCDAO, WKCDA shall establish a consultation panel to gather public 
views on matters relevant to its functions.  The terms of reference of the 
consultation panel is in Appendix III.  
 
Recent announcement of the development of the Hong Kong Palace Museum 
in WKCD 
 
7. On 23 December 2016, the Government announced that WKCDA 
would collaborate with the Palace Museum to develop the Hong Kong Palace 
Museum in WKCD, with a view to showcasing the exquisite collections of 
the Palace Museum on a long-term basis.  The Hong Kong Jockey Club 
Charities Trust has agreed to donate $3.5 billion to fund the capital cost of the 
project, covering design, construction and exhibition development cost.  The 
relevant press releases issued by the Government and WKCDA respectively 
are in Appendices IV and V.  
 
 
 
 
Council Business Division 2 
Legislative Council Secretariat 
5 January 2017 

                                                 
2  Section 21(3)(a) of WKCDAO states that in preparing a development plan, WKCDA 

shall consult the public at such time and in such manner as it considers appropriate.  





附錄 II 
Appendix II 

資料來源： 政府當局就西九文化區發展的進度匯報向立法會提供的文件(立法會 CB(1)297/16-17(02)號文件的附件 A) 
Source :  Paper provided by the Administration to the Legislative Council on update on the progress of the West Kowloon District Development 

(Annex A to LC Paper No. CB(1)297/16-17(02)) 

 



 

 

Appendix III 

 

 

 

The West Kowloon Cultural District Authority ("WKCDA") 

 

Consultation Panel 

Terms of Reference 

 

a. To play the role of a bridge between WKCDA and the public; 

b. to promote West Kowloon Cultural District with a view to enhancing 
public's understanding of the project; 

c. to reflect public expectations/views to WKCDA; and 

d. to ensure that consultations are conducted in an open and transparent 
manner. 
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