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Dear Mr CHUI， 
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Supplementary Information for Panel on Welfare Services and 
Panel on Food Safety and Environmental Hygiene 

on 27 March 2017 

At the above meeting on 27 March 2017， Hon Michael TIEN 
Puk-sun requested the Government to provide infonnation on suppo口services
for street sleepers. The required information is provided as fol1ows: 

(a) Timetable for increasing the number of subvented accommodation 
places for street sleepers 

The Social Welfare Department (SWD) has all along been 
concemed about the accommodation a汀個gement of street sleepers and 
provided them wîth emergency and short term accommodation places as a 
transìtion to位le long tenn accommodation arrangement. At present， SWD 
subvents sìx non-governmental organisations to operate urban hostels for single 
persons and urban emergency shelters， providing a total of 222 subvented 
places. Together with 408 accommodation places operated by the 
non-governmental organîsations on self-financîng basis. there are a total of 630 
known subvented and self-financing accommodation places for providîng 
temporaη， accommodation for street sleepers and people on the verge of 
becomìng homeless. Among the 630 places， 346 emel宮ency / short-term 
places are specifically for street sleepers， including 120 subvented places 
operated by the three Integrated Services Team for Street Sleepers and 226 
selιfinancing places provided by the Street Sleepers' Shelter Society Trustees 
Incorporated. 
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重
SWD has been closely monitoring the service demand for 

planning. The subvented emergency shelter and short tenn hosteI places 
having been increased by SWD in the past 10 years are tabulated below: 

Date 

Apri12010 

October 2016 

December 
2016 

February 2017 

District 

Sham Shui 
PO 

MongKok 

WanChai 

Wan Chai 

WanChai 

Type of 
Hostel 

Emergency 
hostel places 

Emergency 
hostel places 

Short term 
hostel places 

Short term 
hostel places 

Short term 
þ_gstel places 

Numberof 
hostel places 

increased 

Male Female 

20 

5 

5 

5 

5 

TotaJ number 
of hostel 

places 
increased 

20 

10 

5 

5 

SWD wil1 continue to keep close review of the supply and 
demand of the hostel places for conducting service planning and încreasing the 
subvented places ， 

(b)(i) Increase the duration of stay of the subvented places in hostels for 
street sleepers 

The target group of emergency shel ter and short tenn hostel for 
street sleepers includes street sleepers and people on the verge of becoming 
homeless due to variolls reasons. Sìnce these hostels ge釘to provide 
transïtional accommodation to秘sist the street sleepers and people on the verge 
of homeless with emergency short term accommodation support， the duratíon 
of stay for the placement is normal1y a maximum pe討od of six months. 
However， the responsible socîal workers can consíder extending their stay in 
the hostels having reg缸d to the needs of individual cases so血at they can 

materialise the long-tenn accommodatìon plan smooth1y. 

Under the preamble of maintaining emergency and short term 
hostel as a tr個sÎt to long tenn accommodation， SWD will review the duration 
ofs能y ìn hostels in response to the societal change and with due regards to the 
supply and demand to conduct service planning. 
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