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Legislative Council Panel on Welfare Services 

Follow-up Actions for Meeting on 9 January 2017 

At the meeting of the Legis1ative Counci1 Pane1 on We1fare 
Services he1d on 9 J anuary 2017， the Pane1 requested the Govemment to 
provide information re1ating to medica1 fee waiver and the Low-income 

Working Fami1y Allowance (LIFA) Scheme. Having consulted relevant 
bureau and departments， our responses are set out in the following paragraphs. 

whether the expenditure for medica1 fee waiver in 2015/16 which amounted to 

$550 million was under the accounts ofwe1fare or that of the Hospita1 Authoritv 

巴拉

W hi1e the expenditure for medica1 fee waiver of $550 million is 

absorbed under the account of HA， the Govemment臼nding to HA caters for 

around 90% of HA's operating expenditure per year. It shou1d be noted that 

whi1e patients who are recipients of Comprehensive Socia1 Security Assistance 

are e1igib1e to receive full waiver of pub1ic medica1 charges， other patients with 

financia1 difficu1ties in paying the pub1ic medica1 charges can a1so app1y for 

medica1 fee waiver. 
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Number of successfu1 app1ications for LIF A bv non-Chinese speaking 

househo1ds and ethnic minorities 

The LIFA Scheme has been imp1emented since 3 May 2016. As at 

17 February 2017， the Working Fami1y and Student Financia1 Assistance Agency 

has received around 59 000 app1ications， amongst which over 45 300 were 

approved. Of the approved app1ications， 1 073 were from fami1ies of ethnic 

minorities. The ethnic groups of these fami1ies include Pakistani (49%)， 

Nepa1ese (10%)， lndian (10%)， Fi1ipino (10%)， and others which comprise small 

percentages of other ethnic groups such as Thai， lndonesian， Bang1adeshi etc. 

Yours Sincere1y， 

4三叮dh
(Ms Eugenia CHUNG) 

for Secretary for Labour and We1fare 
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