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' In States that permit the modification of gender markers on identity documents



abusive requirements can be imposed, such as forced or otherwise involuntary
gender reassignment surgery, sterilization or other coercive medical
procedures...These practices are rooted in discrimination on the basis of sexual
orientation and gender identity, violate the rights to physical integrity and
self-determination of individuals and amount to ill-treatment of torture.(p.14)

" The medical practices condemned by United Nations mechanisms in this context
included...forced and otherwise involuntary sterilization and medically unnecessary
surgery...(p.6)

" A/HRC/22/53, footnote no.111-113. There are “Mal nr 1968-12, kammarratten i
stockholm, Avdelning 03”, “Federal Constitutional Court, 1 BvR 3295/07” and
“Administrative High Court, No. 2008/12/0054” separately.

Y In many countries transgender persons are required to undergo often unwanted
sterilization surgeries as a prerequisite to enjoy legal recognition of their preferred
gender. In Europe, 29 States require sterilization procedures to recognize the legal
gender of transgender persons. In 11 States where there is no legislation regulating
legal recognition of gender, enforced sterilization is still practised. As at 2008, in the
United States of America, 20 states required a transgender person to undergo
“gender-confirming surgery” or “gender reassignment surgery” before being able to
change their legal sex. In Canada, only the province of Ontario does not enforce
“transsexual surgery” in order to rectify the recorded sex on birth certificates. Some
domestic courts have found that not only does enforced surgery result in permanent
sterility and irreversible changes to the body, and interfere in family and reproductive
life, it also amounts to a severe and irreversible intrusion into a person’s physical
integrity. In 2012, the Swedish Administrative Court of Appeals ruled that a forced
sterilization requirement to intrude into someone’s physical integrity could not be
seen as voluntary. In 2011, the Constitutional Court in Germany ruled that the
requirement of gender reassignment surgery violated the right to physical integrity
and self-determination. In 2009, the Austrian Administrative High Court also held
that mandatory gender reassignment, as a condition for legal recognition of gender
identity, was unlawful. In 2009, the former Commissioner for Human Rights of the
Council of Europe observed that “[the involuntary sterilization] requirements clearly
run counter to the respect for the physical integrity of the person”. (para78-79)

Y A/HRC/22/53, footnote no.108.

“' To date, no cases have been judged by the European Court of Human Rights over
requirements such as mandatory sterilization and surgery leading to infertility. The
Recommendation of the Committee of Ministers, however, states that “requirements,
including changes of a physical nature, for legal recognition of a gender reassignment,
should be regularly reviewed in order to remove abusive requirements”.(p.85)

Y A/HRC/22/53, footnote no.109.

vi “Eliminating forced, coercive and otherwise involuntary sterilization: An
interagency statement.”, endnote no.15,16, 140-146.

* The medical practices condemned by United Nations mechanisms in this context
include so-called “conversion” therapy, forced genital and anal examinations, forced
and otherwise involuntary sterilization and medically unnecessary surgery and
treatment performed on intersex children.(paral4)

¥ Kaveh Kermanshahi...Gender-reassignment surgeries occur because the Islamic



Republic views homosexuality as a sickness. Social and family norms do not help, as
families often cooperate with the discourse by condemning their own.(p.89);
Mr.Mahnaz...She points out that Iran is a hetero-normative society, so it tolerates
gender-reassignment surgery; individuals who really should not be reassigned are
often pushed to undergo the procedure, sometimes very hastily and without proper

prior psychological counseling or necessary medical preparation.(p.83)



