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Private recreational leases
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Bike-sharing service
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Measures to improve taxi service
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Railway-based transportation network
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Granting of concessions for developers who put in place

electric vehicles charging infrastructure
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Monitoring the administration of an estate for charitable purposes
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Fundraising activities in public places conducted by political organizations
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Follow-up actions on the alleged involvement of a government official
in the purchase and selling of the rights to build small houses
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Measures to protect children from sexual abuses
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Electronic payment services
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Project delay of the Tuen Mun-Chek Lap Kok Link
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Regulation of financial intermediaries
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Construction of an InnoCell adjacent to the Hong Kong Science Park
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Handling of complaints by the Medical Council of Hong Kong
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Unauthorized display of publicity materials in country parks
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Development of Kowloon East
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Major infrastructure projects experiencing cost overruns
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Government’s requests for information disclosure and removal

made to information and communication technology companies
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Use of renewable energy by the Government
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Treatment for cancer patients
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Measures to attract people to attend the training courses for
and join the healthcare industry
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Hon KWONG Chun-yu (Written Reply)

Scholars and conservationists have raised their concerns to me about the
emergence of a class of live fish carrier vessels (Class Il1a) that are not fishing
vessels, but are cargo vessels that collect fish from collection or consolidation
points in other countries and convey them to Hong Kong. The concern is that
some or many of these vessels appear not to be reporting their cargo as it enters
or leaves Hong Kong (mainly going to Mainland China), and illegal activities in
source countries. Evidence comes from multiple sources, direct observations and
tracking data.  Given this situation, a multi-year analysis of the laws pertinent to
the reporting of live fish on these vessels has revealed a situation of exemptions
and lack of regulation and oversight that appear to enable these vessels to do
what they want, when and how they want and permit little scrutiny or
enforcement by the government. This lack of oversight by the government is not
only allowing illegal, unregulated and unmonitored trade in live fish but also is a
potential human health risk and could very likely be linked to avoidance of
income tax (earnings) by such traders. Given the very high value of this trade,
that could represent significant sums of money.

THE MAJOR ISSUES IDENTIFIED

1. Exemption clause, as executed by the Director of Marine Department under
CAP 548 s. 69, for all Hong Kong Class Il vessels, which exempts them
from reporting their entries and exits into and from Hong Kong

2. Exclusion of live fish from marine fish being reported to the government
and no designated landing areas as seen for dead marine fish.

3. Exemption from AIS requirements for certain vessels shortly to be required
for other cargo vessels travelling internationally (this makes their tracking
difficult to do).

While we recognize that the different regulations/laws fall under different
departments and were developed for different reasons, the lack of coordination
and cross-referencing has led to a massive gap that is enabling a significant
amount of live seafood is imported into Hong Kong on these live fish carriers but
not all is being reported to the Government upon arrival. There are clear possible
solutions. In this connection, will the Government (AFCD, Marine Dept, and
CED as relevant) inform this Council:

(1) of the measures it takes to monitor the imports of live fish cargo,
considering that Hong Kong registered live fish carriers can unload their
imported seafood into Hong Kong at any point coming from any
destination and at any time. How can the government ensure that the
necessary manifests and declarations are being provided in a timely
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manner, and whether Customs and Excise Department (CED) would be
assisted in its work if the vessels were not exempted from reporting their

entries to Hong Kong to the Marine Department; if so, of the details; if
not, the reasons for that;

of the number of Hong Kong registered live fish carriers (Class Il1a)
which have reported their imports to the CED during each month in
2017, and the quantity of declared import of the live seafood from these
vessels in 2017 as compiled by the Census and Statistics Department;

of the number of Hong Kong registered live fish carriers which were
inspected for their import and declaration by CED in 2017;

of the reason for the exemption (to report their entry and exit Cap 548 s.
69) for Hong Kong-registered live fish carriers (Class Illa) by the
Director of the Marine Department, and whether it will consider
removing this exemption for these (Class Illa) vessels so that shipment
schedules are made available to the CED to ensure reporting; if so, of the
details; if not, the reasons for that;

of the reason for the exclusion of live fish from the Marine Fish
(Marketing) Ordinance, and whether it would consider changing the
legislation to include ‘live marine fish’ as ‘marine fish’ (which of course
itis); if so, of the details; if not, the reasons for that; and

the number of > 300 GT Hong Kong registered live fish carriers that are
carrying functioning Automatic Identification System (AIS) at this time
as per requirement (L.N. 186 of 2016) and in accordance with
International Convention for the Safety of Live at Sea, and whether it
would consider including smaller (<300 GT) fish carrier vessels (Class
I11a) under the legislation to carry AIS?



