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(b) Short-haul and long-haul passengers 
 

 According to the figures provided by the MTRCL, since the 
commissioning of the XRL and up to 30 April 2019, the ratio of the number of 
tickets sold for all short-haul destinations to that sold for all long-haul destinations 
stood approximately at 80% to 20%. 
 
 
(c) Revenue from transport operation 
 

 Overall, since the commencement of operation of the XRL and up to 31 
December 2018, revenue generated from its transport operation for the MTRCL 
amounted to around HK$600 million. 
 
 
(d) Financial situation of the construction works 
 

The total approved project estimate for the public works projects (items 
6053TR and 6057TR) under the Hong Kong Section of the XRL project is 
$86.42 billion.  According to the supplementary agreement entered into between 
the Government and the MTRCL in November 2015, the Government entrusted the 
MTRCL with construction of the Hong Kong Section of the XRL at an Entrustment 
Cost of $84.42 billion and a “cap” has been put at this level.  If the cumulative 
expenditure of the project exceeds this level, the cost overrun will be borne and 
financed by the MTRCL. 
 

Based on the MTRCL’s information, as at end-March 2019, the “awarded 
contract sum” and the “sum of cumulative expenditure” for the contracts in respect 
of the Hong Kong Section of the XRL project are around $45.79 billion and $72.81 
billion respectively.  The difference between the figures is mainly because of the 
increase in cost due to price escalations, unfavourable ground conditions, changes 
in design to suit actual site conditions and various unforeseen circumstances, etc.  
The MTRCL has indicated that the sum of cumulative expenditure for the awarded 
contracts is the result of an overall review having regard to the latest situation of 
various works contracts.  Hence, a breakdown of the amount by individual factors 
is not possible. 
 

Regarding Table 2 of Annex 1 to the paper (LC Paper No. 
CB(4)268/18-19(04)) provided by the Government in respect of the works progress 
and financial situation of the construction of the Hong Kong Section of the XRL 
(for the period ending 30 September 2018), “claims resolved” refer to claims in 
which the MTRCL, as the project manager, has reviewed the claims of contractors 
pursuant to the terms of the works contracts, and the both sides have agreed to the 
review results.  As for “claims unresolved”, the contractors may be required to 
provide further justifications to support their claims, or the both sides have not yet 
reached any consensus on the review results.  In such cases, the MTRCL may 
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