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The Government of the

T V6 1 1 A7 1B I B T Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
{%ﬁﬁl Security Bureau
FisiR BRI 2 9% 2 Tim Mei Avenue, Tamar, Hong Kong

APRAESE Our Ref.:
HEKFESE Your Ref.:

BWEE SR TEL. NO. : 2810 3523

B EHE 5 FAX. NO.: 2524 3762
9 March 2020

Ms Betty Ma

Clerk to Legislative Council
Panel on Security

Legislative Council Complex
1 Legislative Council Road
Central, Hong Kong

Dear Ms Ma,

Re: Panel on Security
Joint letter from Hon Tanya Chan and Hon Jeremy Tam

| refer to your letter dated 6 February 2020 inviting the
Administration’s response to the issues of concern raised in the joint letter
from Hon Tanya Chan and Hon Jeremy Tam regarding the Customs vessel
sinking incident. Our bilingual response is at Annex.

Yours sincerely,

I

—_—l T, T

(Percy Leung)
for Secretary for Security

c.c. Commissioner of Customs and Excise
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Annex

Response to the joint letter from
Hon Tanya Chan and Hon Jeremy Tam

A Customs vessel was conducting patrol at the waters near Sha Chau at
around 9 pm on 21 January 2020 and five officers on board fell to the sea.
They were rescued by the Fire Services Department and Marine Police.
Two of them were sent to North Lantau Hospital in a conscious state.
The other three officers were rushed to Tuen Mun Hospital but were later
certified dead. The cause of the incident is now under investigation by
the Police. There was sign of collision on the Customs vessel. The
Police will conduct a full investigation and submit a detailed report to the
Coroner for consideration of a death inquest.

After the incident, the Customs and Excise Department has immediately
stopped using another Customs vessel of the same model, and requested
the Marine Department and the Electrical and Mechanical Services
Department to conduct a thorough inspection on the subject vessel and this
other vessel of the same model.

According to the guidelines of the Marine Department, all Government
vessels have to undergo thorough inspection and maintenance at the
Government Dockyard at an interval of 12 to 18 months. The subject
vessel had its hull and mechanical system inspected at the Government
Dockyard between November and December 2018, and passed all required
safety tests.

The subject vessel and the other vessel of the same model both have a
good navigation record. No similar capsize or collision incident has
happened before.

The subject vessel is equipped with the necessary navigation safety
equipment, including radars, global positioning system, echo sounder and
electronic sea charts. Moreover, the vessel is also installed with a
wireless radio system for instant communication with the officers on duty
at the Customs Marine Base and the Vessel Traffic Centre of the Marine
Department.
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(Chinese Translation)
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