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Appendix 

Response to questions asked and information requested by 

the Public Accounts Committee of the Legislative Council 
in relation to the control of trade in endangered species 

by the Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department 

in Chapter 3 of the Director of Audit’s Report No. 76 

Q1:  With regard to the reply to question 2 (paragraphs 2.4(a) and 2.6 of the Audit 

Report) made by the Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department, please 

provide a sample of an inspection report, and advise whether staff will be 

recruited to fill the vacancies as soon as possible.   

A1: The Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department (AFCD) is recruiting 

contract staff to fill the relevant vacancies and will keep in view the trade volume of 

endangered species so as to make timely internal redeployment to increase manpower 

to handle relevant work.  A sample of an inspection report is at Enclosure.  

Q2:  With regard to the reply to question 9 (paragraph 2.15 of the Audit Report), apart 

from reminding officers concerned to record the measurement of the keeping 

facilities, would inspection officers be required to record the measurement clearly 

on the application documents in the future to avoid a lack of standard in 

processing applications?   

A2: The AFCD has reminded inspection officers that they are required to record the 

measurements and attach photos of the keeping facilities in the inspection reports after 

inspection of the keeping premises.  Supervisors will also examine the inspection 

reports to ensure that relevant information is recorded.  The inspection reports shall 

then be enclosed in the relevant licence application files.  As such, the application 

files will contain records of the measurements of the keeping facilities.  

Q3:  With regard to the reply to question 19 (paragraphs 3.18 to 3.22 of the Audit 

Report), please set out the details of the reward levels, including the ways to 

determine the levels and whether such data has ever been disclosed to the public. 

A3: The reward scheme and the reward levels were established with the approval from the 

then Finance Bureau in 1999.  The reward levels are mainly determined in 

accordance with the level of the fine imposed and the attractiveness of the reward. 

Under the reward scheme, if the intelligence leads to successful prosecution of the 

*Note by Clerk, PAC:  See Appendix 9 to this Report for the reply from Director of
Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation, and only extract of 
inspection report is attached. 
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offender, the registered informer may receive an amount equivalent to 10% of the fine 

imposed as a reward with a ceiling of $50,000.  If the penalty is non-monetary or if 

the intelligence does not lead to successful prosecution of the offender, but resulted in 

seizure of relevant specimens by the AFCD, the registered informer may receive 10% 

of the estimated market value of the seized specimens as a reward with a ceiling of 

$5,000.  When the reward scheme was established, AFCD had issued a relevant press 

release.  Currently, they will explain details of the reward levels to all newly 

registered informers.  The AFCD is conducting a comprehensive review on the 

reward scheme which includes enhancing publicity to the general public and 

disseminating details of the reward scheme.  

Q4: With regard to the reply to question 20 (paragraph 4.7 of the Audit Report), 

although the latest stocktaking exercise was smoothly completed in April this year, 

would the Department take measures to ensure that the stocktaking exercise on 

dead specimens is to be conducted annually in the future?  If yes, what are the 

details?  If not, what are the reasons? 

A4: The annual stocktaking exercise is laid out in the operation manual of the Endangered 

Species Protection Division.  Officers of the division are required to perform the 

concerned work according to the operation manual.  The AFCD will make use of the 

bring-up mechanism to ensure that relevant officers are reminded to conduct the annual 

stocktaking exercise every year according to the schedule.   

*Note by Clerk, PAC:  See Appendix 9 to this Report for the reply from Director of
Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation. 
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Photo Report for Cheilinus undulatus (Humphead Wrasses) 
Import Inspection under the CITES Export Permit 

( ) on 17.1.2020 
Cheilinus undulatus were imported by vessel (no. ) from Indonesia to Hong Kong on 17.1.2020 

The working environment on the vessel (no: : 
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Taking measurements of 40 heads of Cheilinus undulates: 

1. The length was 39 cm, 1.35 kg
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