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7 June 2021

The Public Accounts Committee
Legislative Council Complex

1 Legislative Council Road
Central, Hong Kong

(Attn: Ms. Wendy JAN)

Dear Ms. JAN,

Public Accounts Committee
Consideration of Chapter 3 of the Director of Audit’s Report No. 76
Control of trade in endangered species by
the Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department

Thank you for your letter of 3 June 2021 concerning further questions raised by members
on Chapter 3 of Director of Audit’s Report No. 76.  We are pleased to provide our response to the

questions raised in the Appendix.

For any further questions, please contact the undersigned or our Senior Endangered Species
Protection Officer, Mr. KWAN Sai-ping, Boris (Tel. 2150 6980).

Yours sincerely,

for Director of Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation

Encl.

c.c. Secretary for the Environment (email: sen@enb.gov.hk)
Secretary for Financial Services and the Treasury (email: sfst@fstb.gov.hk)
Director of Audit (email: john_nc_chu@aud.gov.hk)
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Please address all replies to Director of Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation
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Appendix

Response to questions asked and information requested by
the Public Accounts Committee of the Legislative Council
in relation to the control of trade in endangered species
by the Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department
in Chapter 3 of the Director of Audit’s Report No. 76

With regard to the reply to question 2 (paragraphs 2.4(a) and 2.6 of the Audit
Report) made by the Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department, please
provide a sample of an inspection report, and advise whether staff will be
recruited to fill the vacancies as soon as possible.

The Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department (AFCD) is recruiting
contract staff to fill the relevant vacancies and will keep in view the trade volume of
endangered species so as to make timely internal redeployment to increase manpower
to handle relevant work. A sample of an inspection report is at Enclosure.

With regard to the reply to question 9 (paragraph 2.15 of the Audit Report), apart
from reminding officers concerned to record the measurement of the keeping
facilities, would inspection officers be required to record the measurement clearly
on the application documents in the future to avoid a lack of standard in
processing applications?

The AFCD has reminded inspection officers that they are required to record the
measurements and attach photos of the keeping facilities in the inspection reports after
inspection of the keeping premises. Supervisors will also examine the inspection
reports to ensure that relevant information is recorded. The inspection reports shall
then be enclosed in the relevant licence application files. As such, the application
files will contain records of the measurements of the keeping facilities.

With regard to the reply to question 19 (paragraphs 3.18 to 3.22 of the Audit
Report), please set out the details of the reward levels, including the ways to
determine the levels and whether such data has ever been disclosed to the public.

The reward scheme and the reward levels were established with the approval from the
then Finance Bureau in 1999. The reward levels are mainly determined in
accordance with the level of the fine imposed and the attractiveness of the reward.
Under the reward scheme, if the intelligence leads to successful prosecution of the

*Note by Clerk, PAC:  See Appendix 9 to this Report for the reply from Director of

Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation, and only extract of
inspection report is attached.
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offender, the registered informer may receive an amount equivalent to 10% of the fine
imposed as a reward with a ceiling of $50,000. If the penalty is non-monetary or if
the intelligence does not lead to successful prosecution of the offender, but resulted in
seizure of relevant specimens by the AFCD, the registered informer may receive 10%
of the estimated market value of the seized specimens as a reward with a ceiling of
$5,000. When the reward scheme was established, AFCD had issued a relevant press
release.  Currently, they will explain details of the reward levels to all newly
registered informers. The AFCD is conducting a comprehensive review on the
reward scheme which includes enhancing publicity to the general public and
disseminating details of the reward scheme.

Q4: With regard to the reply to question 20 (paragraph 4.7 of the Audit Report),
although the latest stocktaking exercise was smoothly completed in April this year,
would the Department take measures to ensure that the stocktaking exercise on
dead specimens is to be conducted annually in the future? If yes, what are the
details? If not, what are the reasons?

Ad: The annual stocktaking exercise is laid out in the operation manual of the Endangered
Species Protection Division. Officers of the division are required to perform the
concerned work according to the operation manual. The AFCD will make use of the
bring-up mechanism to ensure that relevant officers are reminded to conduct the annual
stocktaking exercise every year according to the schedule.

*Note by Clerk, PAC: See Appendix 9 to this Report for the reply from Director of
Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation.
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Enclosure
Print Date : 17/01/2020 Endangered Species Protection Division
Page : 11 Import Inspection Report
Export Permit No. s | Country : ID (INDONESIA)
Retrospective Inspection : NO Released w/o Insp. : NO
Importer : _ Purpase : COMMERCIAL / TRADE
Actual Import Date © 17/01/2020 Info Reference No. :
Inspection Date : 17/01/2020 ESP Case No.
Inspection Ratio : 177.000/177.000 100.00% TA
Inspection Location : YUE SHI CHEUNG ROAD, ABERDEEN AWB/Bill of Lading : IMPORTING VESSEL :
|
Remarks . IMPORTED 177 TAILS OF LIVE CHEILINUS UNDULATUS IN TOTAL.
Specimen Licensed Oty Inspected Qty Y%lnspected Irregularity
LIVE 200 TAIL 177 100 % NO
Species : CHEILINUS UNDULATUS (HUMPHEAD WRASSE)
Appendix (Source) I (R)
Country of Origin and Permit No. . INDONESIA _
Country of Previous Export and Permit No. :
Remarks
Additional Information : Total Count: 0 Ilyy'orted: 0 Not Imported: 0
Inspection Officer : b Designation : FO(EP)25 Report Date : 17/01/2020

(LEE LAl A{\ )

|
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Photo Report for Cheilinus undulatus (Humphead Wrasses)
Import Inspection under the CITES Export Permit
( Jon17.1.2020

Cheilinus undulatus were imported by vessel (no. ) from Indonesia to Hong Kong on 17.1.2020

The working environment on the vessel (no:
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Taking measurements of 40 heads of Cheilinus undulates:

1. Thelength was 39 cm, 1.35 kg
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KEMENTERIAN LINGIKUNGAN HIDUP DAN KEHUTANAN
DIREWTORAT JENDRAL KONSERVAS| SUMBER DAYAALAM DAN EKOSISTEM

GONVENTION ON INTERNATIONAL
&lﬂ TRADE IN ENDANGERED SPECIES
MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT AND FORESTRY

O F \N ' L D FAU NA AN D FLO DIRECTORATE GENERAL OF ECOSYSTEM AND NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION

Alamat . Manggala Wanabhakti, Blok-VII LL.7 JI. Galot Subroto Jakarta 10270 Teln. (62-21) 5720227, 5704501-04 ExL769, Far. (62-21) 5720227, 6734318
Address ' e-mail:subditlp.ditkki@gmail.com

Diberikan Kepada (nama, glamal, regara)
Pamitee {name, addiess, courtiry)

Dikirim Kepada (nama, alamat, negara)
Consigne (nama, address, country)

Berlaku sampai dengan

— T Pelabuhan Tujuan .
. Valid undit . 25 March 2020 v. Place Port of destinalion Hong Kong
Pelabuhan Pemberangkalbn . . . Maksud transaksi R .
VI Port exportation. ¢ Tanjung Pinang VIl Puose of lransaction - - Commercial
Vil P sertifikat ini diber ijin untuk ) impar satwa dan sebagai berikul
. The above ioned permilee is authorized fo port the wild animals and plants specified here order
: Nama Jenis Jomlah Kl':']?]"‘mgi" ’;efﬁr’n“gg" Agz{unn’;i;ks Jumlat yagg lel;]h dikirimd
No _Nama ol specios Quantify Sex and or other deseriplion Appendices o Kola (fahur) __
{Scientific Mame, Indonesta, Corinion) of specimens {ggf}rce Tolal exported / Quola (Year)
1 Cheilinus undulatus * ; lkan Napoleon, Napoleon Wrasse 200 Head(s) | Live - I{R) 6,800 / 15000 (2618)
TOTAL 200 (Two hundred) '

VA~ VN
Hue sy, (luuﬁj Rom}\}
Aktrc\((v

/

N

A1 1910

Syarat khusus . Tidak sah apabila ada coretan/koreksi - untuk satwa hidup, hanya beraky apabila pengangkulannya sesuai dengan peraturan IATA uniuk satu kali pengitiman
Special conditions * Not valid for any comeclion : For five animals this permit is only valid if the transport condilions confrom fo the guidelines for Iransport of v animals, or IATA requiation and valid for one shipment ontly

Security Stamp Mo: 1856726: Issued in lieu of the unused permit No._ Ranching specimen.

x,  Serifkatini diterbitkan oteh

e B : ' : REKTUR JENDERAL
This permit is issued by JAYAALAM DAN EKOSISTEM
ECTOR GENERAL
RE: CONSERVATION
SRR iace 2640 1ARYONO
Difsi cleh pefugas p pengi Xit Pembaharvan
To be completed by official who inspect the shipment " Renewal
Lihat kelom jeni lumn of speci No. Bukli Pengiiman . Berlaku sampai dengan
tat kolom jenis/See column of sPSCiES | ot L adding. Ainway BT murber) Valid unll

No. Jumlah/Quantity

- Dikirim kepada {nama, slamal, negara) .
T ) P g
1. C IWMM Dzr;gga 0 o 1020 Consignee {name, address, country]
ve

Pelabuban pemberangkatan —r‘
\\ Port of exportation ’ a’\‘l\”\ﬂ v m‘\i})

Pelabuhan pemberangkatan
Port of exportation

Part of destinalion

Tanggal

" / / Dale

. / W dozr S84

N\
A | |
/ Pelabuhan tujuan
/
/

| 7/ - o Tonda tangan
JoPi 2 100 , Officiai slamp Signature
Lembar 1 Asli (ményertai Spesimen) / Original (Accompanies the spscimen) E A 2 9 6 2 1 5
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