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INFORMATION NOTE

The Single Transferable Vote System As Applied in the 1995 Ordinary Election
of the Legislative Council In Respect of the Election Committee Constituency

Objective

1. This information note aims to give a more detailed description on the
operation of the Single Transferable Vote (STV) system as applied in the 1995
Legislative Council (LegCo) Election Committee (EC) election.

Background

2. The 1995 LegCo EC election adopted the STV system as the voting
system, which was defined in the Legislative Council (Electoral Provisions)
Ordinance (the Ordinance)  (Cap 381, Clause 12A). This STV system aims to
distribute LegCo seats via a mechanism which converts ballots to votes.

3. The 1995 LegCo EC consisted of 283 eligible electors who were
members of the District Boards. The number of LegCo Members to be elected was
10 and there were 18  candidates competing for these ten seats.

4. After several rounds of transfer of votes, 10 LegCo members were
elected and each was able to meet the quota of votes set by the Ordinance.

Operation of the STV System

Valid Votes

5. In accordance with the Ordinance, each elector had one single vote
which was transferable among the candidates. The elector would mark his or her
preferences on the ballot paper by ranking at least ten candidates in a descending
order. Any ballot paper with any missing link in the order of preferences of the
candidates would be ruled invalid.  Only valid votes would be counted.
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Quota

6. In accordance with the Ordinance, the quota was determined as follows:-

283 valid votes  
+ 1 = 26.73 = 26 (fraction disregarded)

  10 seats + 1

7. Only when the number of valid votes was known could the quota be
determined (please refer to the appendix). If the candidate whose number of votes
was greater than or equal to the quota, he or she would be assured of a seat.

Transfer of Surplus Votes

8. If the candidate whose number of votes was greater than the quota,
then these surplus of votes (i.e., surplus = valid votes for this candidate minus 26)
would be transferred to the next preference marked on the elected member’s ballot
papers. This transfer would be made on a proportional basis. For details, please refer
to the appendix.

9. In the process of the transfer of surplus votes, the value of a surplus vote was
determined with reference to the number of times the vote was transferred. For
details, please refer to the appendix.

10. If the number of the candidate’s votes was less than or equal to the quota,
then there would be no surplus of votes to transfer.

Elimination

11. When there were no more surpluses of votes available and no more
remaining candidate was able to meet the quota, then the process of elimination
would take place. The candidate with the lowest number of votes would be
eliminated from the race; his or her votes would be transferred to the next preference
marked on his or her ballot papers. This transfer was also made on a proportional
basis. For details, please refer to the appendix.

Distribution of LegCo Seats

12. This process of transferring votes would continue until all the ten
LegCo members were elected.

Illustrative Example

13. An example of the operation of the STV system is given in the
appendix which had been tabled by the Constitutional Affairs Branch at one of the
Committee meetings of the LegCo in 1994. Please note that the number of valid
votes used in the appendix is for illustrative purpose only.
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